Board Resolution on Wildlife Highway Crossings

Whereas, Montana wildlife of many species is often killed by colliding with vehicles
when attempting to cross highways and roads;

Whereas, Montana highways and roads often bisect important wildlife habitat and
wildlife migrations corridors;

Whereas, mortality of rare, threatened, and endangered species of wildlife can
jeopardize viable populations of some of those species;

Whereas, many methods and designs of wildlife crossing structures and associated
mitigation structures have been constructed in several states, including Montana,
Canadian provinces, and European countries;

Whereas, post-construction monitoring of wildlife crossing and mitigation designs has
shown significant reductions in wildlife-vehicle collisions; and

Whereas, specific wildlife crossing structures and associated mitigation structures have
proven to be beneficial in wildlife-vehicle collision reductions in several areas of western
Montana;

Whereas, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) contracted an organization to
conduct a study to evaluate the need and locations for wildlife crossings in western
Montana;

Whereas, the Montana Department of Transportation (MDOT) and FWP signed a
Memorandum of Agreement to institutionalize communication, cooperation, and
collaboration with the intent of providing a safe, efficient, and environmentally sensitive
transportation system, while also reducing deaths of the state’s wildlife resources; now,
therefore be it

Resolved that the Montana Wildlife Federation (MWF);

1) Supports and encourages MDOT and FWP to carefully review the guidance
provided by the study contracted by FWP when planning and evaluating new
highway projects and the need for wildlife crossings;

2) Encourages the MDOT and FWP to cooperatively design and construct
appropriate wildlife crossings and associated mitigation measures in all areas of
high wildlife-vehicle collisions;

3) Encourages MDOT and FWP to pursue government and private funding to cover
costs of constructing crossing structures and associated mitigation measures;



4) Encourages detailed monitoring of the use and effectiveness of these measures
after construction.

Adopted: April 27, 2024, at the 88 Annual Meeting of the Montana Wildlife
Federation



