Board Resolution on Wolverine Listing and Management

Whereas, wolverines throughout much of their range in the United States are at low
populations;

Whereas, many significant habitat features requisite for viable wolverine populations
are being adversely affected by climate change;

Whereas, many wolverine research and monitoring projects have indicated that
degraded habitat may reduce successful reproduction and result in declining wolverine
populations;

Whereas, the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has recently listed the wolverine as
a Threatened Species under the Federal Endangered Species Act;

Whereas, the Governor of Montana and Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP)
strongly oppose the listing of Montana wolverines as Threatened, and have announced
legal action against the FWS’s listing decision; and

Whereas, FWP and FWS, as well as other federal and state agencies in Montana have
developed several outstanding working relationships regarding other listed species,
including grizzly bears, northern gray wolves, bald eagles, peregrine falcons, and
Canada lynx. Appropriate agencies should develop cooperative plans for the monitoring
and management of wolverines in Montana. Cooperative efforts are preferable to
interagency disputes and litigation; now, therefore, be it

Resolved that the Montana Wildlife Federation (MWF);

1. Supports the listing of the wolverine in Montana as a Threatened Species.

2. Encourages strong cooperation using the array of population surveying
techniques, as well as proactive habitat and species management.

3. Encourages active management of potential mortality factors, such as
reconsideration of certain trapping methods and motorized winter recreation in
wolverine denning habitats.

Adopted: April 27, 2024, at the 88th Annual Meeting of the Montana Wildlife Federation



