MWF Resolution on the Importance of Maintaining Wilderness Study Areas

Whereas, Montana contains many unique and undeveloped areas of federal lands that
are designated as Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) under the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 and the Wilderness Act of 1964;

Whereas, WSAs contain undeveloped federal lands that in their primeval character are
free of permanent improvements or human habitation;

Whereas, WWSAs are managed to preserve their natural condition, wilderness values
and character pending Congressional decisions on their inclusion in the National
Wilderness Preservation System;

Whereas, Montana has 7 WSAs managed by the U. S. Forest Service and 37 managed
by the U. S. Bureau of Land Management. These areas range in size from 53 to
155,000 acres;

Whereas, WSAs have wide support, as documented in a 2022 University of Montana
poll, which found that statewide 94% of Montanans, regardless of political affiliation,
opposed removing WSA protections;

Whereas, Despite the strong level of public support for protecting WSAs, some WSAs
have been repeatedly threatened by certain Montana politicians who work to rescind
their status without Congressional consideration of the areas’ Wilderness qualities and

Whereas, Many Montanans value the outdoor recreational opportunities, clean water
and air, high-quality fish and wildlife habitat and other values of WSAs, as the demand
for these opportunities continues to increase rapidly with Montana’s growing population
and visitation, now therefore, be it

Resolved that the Montana Wildlife Federation (MWF):

1. Strongly supports maintaining the current protections for WSA's in future land
management allocations and evaluating WSA's for potential inclusion into the
National Wilderness Preservation System through a robust public participation/
collaboration process.

2. Strongly opposes any efforts, including Legislation which attempts to eliminate
current WSA protections without a robust public
participation/collaboration process that evaluates their potential for inclusion into
the National Wilderness Preservation System.

Adopted: April 27, 2024, at the 88th Annual Meeting of the Montana Wildlife Federation



