
Montana Wildlife Federation

Board Resolution on Corner Crossings

Whereas, recent events in western states have increased focus on the contentious 

issue of recreational access to public lands that are landlocked by private lands;

Whereas, many of the public lands that Montanans use for recreation are landlocked by 

private lands in a checkerboard pattern due to century-old land grants from the federal 

government to railroads and other entities that have since been sold to private 

landowners;

Whereas, some private landowners have interpreted their private rights to allow them to 

eliminate public access to public lands where corners of public and private lands touch 

in a checkerboard pattern;

Whereas, where private and public lands that meet at corners in a checkerboard 

pattern the private landowners sometimes prohibit recreationists from merely stepping 

over the intersection of these adjacent public lands;

Whereas, efforts by federal agencies like the U. S. Forest Service and the U. S. Bureau 

of Land Management to negotiate land exchanges to facilitate public access have met 

with mixed success;

Whereas, recent arrests and citations of public land users have led to high-profile 

litigation regarding whether landowners can prohibit public access at the point where 

private and public lands intersect; and

Whereas, state and federal agencies, political leaders and courts have not adequately 

addressed these public access issues or developed reasonable and effective policy 

solutions to these public access conflicts; now therefore, be it

Resolved that the Montana Wildlife Federation (MWF):

1. Urges a concerted cooperative effort by the State of Montana, through  Fish, 

Wildlife and Parks and the Department of Natural Resources and Conservation 

working with the U. S. Forest Service, and the U. S. Bureau of Land 

Management, private landowners and public lands access focused organizations 

and individuals to conduct a detailed analysis of the issues involved, 

cooperatively develop proposals to develop agency administrative rules and 

legislation to allow the public to access their public lands in a manner that does 

not conflict with the reasonable private property rights of adjacent land owners.   

Adopted: April 27, 2024, at the 88th Annual Meeting of the Montana Wildlife Federation


