
  

  

 

Feb. 18, 2021 

 

Crazy Mountains Working Group 

Big Timber, Montana 

 

RE: Continued work on a land exchange in the East Crazy Mountains 

 

Dear Crazy Mountains Working Group members,  

 

The Montana Wildlife Federation (MWF) appreciates the opportunity to provide additional input 

to the proposal that is being forged on the eastside of the Crazy Mountains.  With these 

comments we share our long-term goals and clarify our position on all private lands involved in 

this proposed exchange.  These comments are in addition to our comments of June 3, 2020.  

The long-term goal of the MWF within the Custer Gallatin National Forest boundary of the Crazy 

Mountains is to remove or significantly reduce the checkerboard ownership pattern.  Over time we 

envision a consolidated land pattern in public ownership that would ensure key wildlife habitat 

and important corridors are protected, provide for public access and recreation and also allow 

multiple use opportunities where appropriate.  While achieving this may be many years off, MWF 

seeks and supports opportunities that ensure these lands are maintained in ways to align with this 

goal.   

Along with ongoing efforts to resolve access issues on the east side of the Crazies, as well as trade 

or purchase of parcels that benefit public access and use, is the prospect of placing either 

conservation easements or deed restrictions on all private lands involved in the exchange.  MWF 

sees this proposal as a monumental and significant step to protect key wildlife habitat as well as 

facilitate proposed land trades on the east side of the Crazies. This proposal should initiate a regular 

administrative land exchange process put forward by the Custer Gallatin National Forest.  

With that in mind, MWF would like to see protection for the private lands involved in the 

exchange placed under conservation easement or deed restrictions that limit subdivision and 

development.  In general, the lands should have management that mirrors the uses on the 

adjoining Custer Gallatin National Forest. This would provide for a more seamless ecological 

landscape while also preserving important land values and integrity for a future trade or 

purchase. Specifically, we request that the following factors be considered in this process:  



 

 

        

▪ New road construction should be prohibited. Construction of trails could be appropriate, 

but should be well planned to consider the impacts to wildlife. 

▪ Motorized use on existing travel ways should be limited to maintain quality wildlife 

habitat.  

▪ Mechanized use should also be limited. This includes such devices as E bikes and/or 

similar uses that have the potential to dramatically increase human disturbance.  

▪ Timber harvest should be limited to areas suitable for habitat restoration including 

vegetation management that reduces the risks of large fires. 

▪ Mining and mineral development, as well as oil, gas or renewable energy development, 

should be prohibited.  

▪ For lands that meet the standards for wilderness designation under the 1964 Wilderness 

Act we seek to maintain Wilderness characteristics. 

▪ Construction of transmission lines and corridors as well as development of other energy 

generation should be prohibited.  

▪ Infrastructure should be disallowed or limited including cabins.  If allowed, restrictions 

would be in place regarding size, etc.  

▪ Livestock grazing could be permitted but must be well planned and kept at ecologically 

sustainable levels. 

▪ To further long-term habitat and access goals, a purchase “first right of refusal” for all 
private lands involved in this exchange should be made available to the U.S Forest 

Service or other public land management agency. 

MWF represents the public interest in this area and appreciates the opportunity to comment and 

looks forward to further discussions on this major land exchange proposal. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Tom Puchlerz 

Board President 

 

 

 

 

 

 


