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SPEAKING UP FOR WILDLIFE, 
HABITAT & GREAT OUTDOORS
By MWF Staff

The Montana Wildlife Fed-
eration (MWF) spent a great 

deal of time and energy in the first 
half of 2017 at the Montana Capi-
tol working to defend and enhance 
Montana’s outdoor heritage. The 
biennial Legislative Session always 
demands a lot of our time and atten-
tion, but it is worth it.

As in past sessions, our efforts in 2017 have 
paid off. The hard work of MWF volunteers 
and staff, combined with our constructive rela-
tionships with lawmakers and our strong coali-
tions with other conservation groups, resulted 
in several major victories for wildlife and our 
outdoors. We also held the line against efforts to 
undermine our natural heritage.

Even as we worked at the Legislature, MWF 
continued to be actively engaged in protecting 
wildlife, lands and waters before Congress, state 
and federal agencies over the last six months. 

With the completion of the Legislative Session, 
we can redouble our efforts on many of these 
important issues.

Protecting the Public Interest & Scientific 
Wildlife Management

With the completion of the Legislative Ses-
sion, MWF is resuming our close monitoring of 
the activities of the Department of Fish, Wildlife, 
and Parks. We have already spoken up before the 
Fish & Wildlife Commission for the data collec-
tion required by the shoulder seasons, which are 
rifle hunts for elk that fall before and after the 
general rifle season. The data is crucial, because 
the shoulder seasons are performance based, and 
meant to increase public hunting access to pri-
vate lands during the general season to help with 
elk management. They’re also meant to help re-
distribute elk onto adjoining public lands. 

MWF is also supporting a mandatory trap-
ping education program, continuing to monitor 
efforts to prevent aquatic invasive species, and 
working to secure more public hunting, angling 
and wildlife watching access through Habitat 
Montana land purchases and easements. 

Protecting Public Lands

MWF and our conservation partners were 
successful in preventing the passage of any bills 
calling for the state takeover or sale of federal 
lands in Montana. In fact, our hard work – in-
cluding the turnout of more than 1000 people at 
a rally early in the Session – prevented even the 
introduction of a single bill on this issue.

At the same time, even as we have defeated 
this issue at the state level, it continues to sur-
face in Congress. We will need to continue to 
be vigilant to prevent efforts to sell off federal 
lands or turn them over to state control. Over the 
months ahead, MWF will work with our Mon-
tana conservation coalition and with state wild-
life federations across the nation to prevent any 
direct – or covert – attempts to take over or close 
off our public lands.

Speaking Up for the Missouri Breaks Na-
tional Monument

In April, the Trump Administration announced 
that they would review all national monuments 
designated over the last 20 years and consider 
reducing their size or opening these lands up to 
development. Montana’s Upper Missouri Breaks 
National Monument, designated in 2001, is in-
cluded in this review.

MWF has long been an advocates of protecting 
public lands in the Missouri Breaks, because of 
the area’s globally important wildlife habitat and 
world-class hunting opportunity. Over the last 
16 years, the designation of the Upper Missouri 
Breaks National Monument has helped protect 
public access to public lands in the Breaks, while 
also safeguarding working ranches and other 
uses in this historically important area.

Over the months ahead, we will work to give 
our members and other Montanans a voice in the 
Interior Department’s review process. Those of 
us who want to keep this landscape for future 
generations need to speak up against any top-
down efforts to rewrite our national monuments.

Supporting Local Efforts to Improve Land 
Management

Even as we work to maintain existing, hard-
fought public land protections, MWF will con-
tinue working to support local efforts to improve 
public land management for wildlife and people.

continued on page 9
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MWF board member Annie Mclaughlin and a friend hiking their public lands in the Crazies. Photo by Zack Porter.
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By Bill Geer
MWF President

I lost a cherished friend last week. 
No, everyone joined in the brother 

and sisterhood of wildlife conserva-
tion, fishing and hunting in Montana 
just lost a dear friend. Long-time 
Montana Wildlife Federation mem-
ber Ron Moody passed away quietly 
at home in Lewistown on Saturday.

Ron wasn’t a Montana native, having settled 
in Lewistown in the 1990s to retire after previ-
ous careers as a newspaper journalist and Fe-
dEx courier in Mississippi and California. But 
you couldn’t tell from his tireless and selfless 
volunteer service as a conservation spokesman 
and public access activist in the Treasure State. 
He was the best friend of the average hunter and 
angler, faithfully representing our interests as a 
sportsman representative on the Montana Pri-
vate Lands/Public Wildlife Advisory Council, 
the BLM Central Montana Resource Advisory 
Committee, and the Montana Fish and Wildlife 
Commission. 

Ron was a member of countless other sports-
man-based organizations besides MWF, includ-

ing the Public Land & Water Access Associa-
tion, Backcountry Hunters & Anglers, Boone & 
Crockett Club and Rocky Mountain Elk Founda-
tion. I often wondered how he could afford to 
eat with all the club dues he was putting out and 
the unreimbursed travel to distant parts of Mon-
tana representing the rest of 
us who live for hunting and 
fishing.

You can tell what some-
one really believes in by 
where they spend their own 
money, time and effort, and 
that was especially true with 
Ron. Ron Moody spent his 
representing the best inter-
ests of fish and wildlife conservation, public 
access to public lands and the interests of aver-
age hunters and anglers in Montana. He never 
ran from the tough and contentious issues, but 
instead armed himself with accurate informa-
tion and engaged thoughtfully, articulately and 
fiercely. Anyone who has followed his Bull 
Moose Gazette blog could see that.

Ron’s passion for wildlife conservation 
showed every day. He could have retired and 
just gone hunting and fishing, but he stayed en-
gaged on a level that few do. His commitment to 
preserving our outdoors heritage showed by the 
countless hours he volunteered to get sportsmen 
and sportswomen engaged in conservation. He 
organized meetings and got people to show up. 

Being in Lewistown could be tough at times, 
with the center of the state in the middle of 
some of our most contentious issues. He dealt 
with controversy with grace, and he listened to 
people who sometimes slung arrows at him. Ron 
had a way of disarming people and at least let-
ting them know that their voice was heard, even 
if he personally disagreed with them. That qual-
ity helped as he worked on tough issues like the 
designation of the Upper Missouri River Breaks 
National Monument, and the limited elk archery 
hunting licenses in central and eastern Montana. 

Ron loved to sit around and talk about wildlife 
and key issues of the day. His early career as a 
journalist gave him a natural curiosity, and he al-
ways sought more information and more points 
of view on key issues in conservation. He loved 
Montana’s wild landscapes and wildlife more 

than just about anyone, and it showed. 
He was fortunate enough in the late 2000s to 

draw a bighorn sheep ram permit in the Breaks - 
among the most coveted tags in the state. It was 
a fitting hunt for Ron, and one that he was most 
proud of. The ram mount sits on the wall of his 

Lewistown home, and Ron loved to 
tell the story of that epic hunt in some 
of his favorite country. 

Ron stayed active to the very end 
before his untimely death. Just last 
month, he was featured in a video 
produced by The Guardian about the 
threats to our public lands. He was ar-
ticulate, and eager to show a reporter 
from another country the incredible 

country around his home, and what it means for 
hunters, anglers and wildlife enthusiasts. 

As National Wildlife Federation’s Tom France 
said, “Ron Moody was the Volunteers’ Volun-
teer.” Ron often called himself a product of the 
Montana Wildlife Federation. Both assessments 
are right, and now we must carry on where Ron 
can no longer go.

Bill Geer is a retired Fish & Wildlife biolo-
gist, avid hunter and angler, and lifelong conser-
vationist. Contact him at whgeer@bridgemail.
com.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
HONORING A DEDICATED CONSERVATIONIST

Ron Moody 
was a 

volunteer’s 
volunteer.

LEAVING A LEGACY FOR MONTANA’S WILDLIFE
WHY LEAVE A LEGACY TO MWF?

Leaving a portion of your estate to the 
Montana Wildlife Federation helps ensure our 
long-term stability as an organization while 
also supporting what you love. Your donation 
would allow us to continue to serve outdoors-
men and women across the Treasure State and 
work to advance our mission of protecting 
wildlife, habitat and public access. As a donor, 
there are many benefits such as tax incentives, 
income, and the knowledge that you are help-
ing advance Montana’s outdoor heritage. 

You do not have to be wealthy to leave a 

gift to MWF. The benefits of planned giving are 
available at any income level. Even a modest do-
nation can contribute to MWF’s operations and 
endowment funds, helping sustain the work you 
care about for years to come. Your gift helps en-
sure your children and your children’s children 
can enjoy the access to wildlife, water, and pub-
lic lands that we value today.

LEAVING A LEGACY FOR FUTURE 
GENERATIONS

Including MWF in your estate planning is one 
of the most important ways you can support our 

work to protect Montana’s abundant fish and 
wildlife, natural lands and waters, and public 
access for future generations. 

LET US THANK YOU

If you have included MWF in your estate 
plans, please let us know! We want to thank 
you for your gift and make sure that we under-
stand the purpose of your gift.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

To learn more, call MWF at 406-458-0227 
or send an email to mwf@mtwf.org. 

Ron Moody after a successful hunt.
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By Nick Gevock
MWF Conservation Director

The 2017 Montana Legislature is 
over, and wildlife, habitat, and 

hunting and fishing access recorded 
some big victories that bode well for 
the next few years in Montana. 

This session the Montana Wildlife Federation 
and our conservation partners were focused on 
restoring Habitat Montana, and we got it done 
through strong teamwork and a planned strategy 
(see Coalition Building Pays Off below). The 
restoration of our state’s strongest habitat protec-
tion and public access program is a major victory 
for MWF, but it certainly wasn’t our only win. 

MWF was able to help increase funding to 
gain more hunter access to private land, secure 
livestock loss funding that helps ranchers as 
well as do preventive work to benefit bears and 
wolves, and pass measures to proactively keep 
chronic wasting disease from reaching Montana. 

Those were just some of the positive out-
comes. We also played a good game of defense 
against bad bills that would have jeopardized 
funding for Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, 
limited the ability of biologists to manage mule 
deer, and taken away the requirements for outfit-
ters to report game harvest on private lands. 

We also helped keep Montana FWP whole by 
defeating two bills that would have separated the 
parks division or at least pulled the oversight of 
its director from the agency. These bills would 
have created a diffuse structure for the division, 
and could have threatened millions of sportsmen 
and sportswomen dollars from hunting and fish-
ing equipment sales. 

On the public access to public lands front, 
MWF lost our major bill of the session. HB 295 
would have increased the fine for gating a public 
county road from the current $10 per day to up 
to $500 per day. The bill was carefully crafted 
over a year and received the support of the Mon-
tana Association of Counties. A companion bill, 
SB 358, was also brought forward on the Senate 
side, but like the House version died in commit-
tee. Both were brought to the floor of their re-
spective chambers in blast motions and died. 

MWF will continue to work on public access 
to public land. We plan to work in the interim 
to craft bills that work to address this key issue 
for hunters, anglers and all recreationists. And 
we’ll be reaching out to our conservation part-
ners to craft these bills, as well as to our friends 
in the agriculture industry and county officials, 
to come up with measures that benefit everyone. 

Nick Gevock is MWF’s Conservation Director. 
Contact him at ngevock@mtwf.org.

MWF LEADS AT THE LEGISLATURE
HABITAT, WILDLIFE & ACCESS WIN BIG IN 2017

MONTANAWILDLIFE.ORG
WFACEBOOK.COM/MONTANAWILDLIFE

@MTWILDLIFE

JOIN . FOLLOW . ACT

MWF PLAYS LEADING ROLE IN NEW MONTANA SPORTING COALITION
COALITION BUILDING PAYS OFF
By Nick Gevock
MWF Conservation Director

The work of the Montana Wild-
life Federation and our conser-

vation partners to build a coalition of 
sporting groups paid big dividends 
in the 2017 Legislature. 

The Montana Sporting Coalition consisted of 
more than a dozen groups that brought a strong 
unified voice to lawmakers. Our main focus was 
getting full restoration of Habitat Montana, our 
state’s premier habitat protection and public ac-
cess program. And we were successful. 

Habitat Montana uses a small portion of hunt-
ing license fees to pay for conservation ease-
ments and fee title purchases of land, as well as 
to secure fishing access sites. It has helped pro-
tect key winter range for big game species, pro-
vided habitat for upland game birds as well as 
numerous non-game species of native wildlife. 

This benefits hunters. But it’s also a big ben-
efit for all wildlife enthusiasts. State Wildlife 

Management Areas are open to everyone for rec-
reation, including wildlife watching and fishing, 
as well as hunting. These are areas of high value 
for wildlife, and that benefits everyone. 

In the 2015 Legislature, Habitat Montana was 
restricted to only be available for conservation 
easements, or for land purchases that were al-
ready in the works. Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks missed several good opportunities to add 
to our state WMAs from willing sellers. 

The Coalition didn’t want that to happen 
again. So we worked for over a year to build 
our strength and prepare a strategy for the leg-
islative session. We held an evening social early 
in January that drew more than 50 lawmakers, 
Gov. Bullock, Lt. Gov. Cooney and State Audi-
tor Matt Rosendale, as well as FWP personnel. 
In early February we put on a luncheon in the 
state Capitol that gave us a chance to talk about 
the value of Habitat Montana. 

As the session progressed and the state budget 
came together, representatives of our coalition 
attended key hearings, talked with legislators 
and shepherded the appropriations through the 

process. When a bill that would have stripped 
Habitat Montana of its core mission of protect-
ing habitat came forward, HB 651, our coalition 
quickly mobilized to show up for the initial hear-
ing. Not a single proponent spoke for the bill, 
while the coalition spoke elegantly about how 
much Habitat Montana has done for our state. 

It all paid off. By the end of the session, at-
tacks on the program stopped. Habitat Montana 
spending authority sailed through in HB 5, the 
state bill that funds building improvements and 
other capital projects. And HB 651 died on the 
House floor, as well as an attempt to write much 
of it into another bill. Habitat Montana is pro-
jected to have $13.3 million available for habitat 
projects, including purchases. 

The restoration of Habitat Montana is a sign 
that when the hunting and angling community 
comes together, we form a powerful voice. We’re 
hopeful to keep the coalition going and continue 
to tackle tough issues in wildlife conservation. 

Nick Gevock is MWF’s Conservation Director. 
Contact him at ngevock@mtwf.org.

2017 LEGISLATIVE VOTING 
RECORD

The Legislative Voting Record is a com-
pilation of how state legislators voted on key 
issues during the 2017 Legislative session. 
It is meant to provide information for the 
public on where legislators stand on issues 
that affect wildlife, habitat and public ac-
cess. Votes were identified by a committee 
of MWF volunteers to provide a spectrum 
of high profile issues. Data was compiled by 
MWF staff from official Montana Legisla-
tive records. This report uses the vote on a 
given bill that is most reflective of a legisla-
tor’s stance on the issue. 

MWF has compiled a Legislative Voting 
Record at the conclusion of each Legisla-
tive Session for more than 20 years. This 
report is produced for nonpartisan informa-
tional purposes so that MWF members can 
understand how lawmakers voted on issues 
of concern. Support for or opposition to any 
given bill or resolution is not intended to 
provide an endorsement or rejection of any 
state legislator.

Go to montanawildlife.org to see the 
2017 Legislative Voting Record.
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By NWF Staff

The National Wildlife Federa-
tion (NWF) officially launched 

Artemis, a conservation coalition of 
America’s sportswomen. Founded 
by women from six Western states 
to defend public lands and waters, 
iconic wildlife species, and to de-
velop female leaders in wildlife and 
conservation fields, Artemis be-
lieves that with the immense privi-
lege of being able to hunt and fish 
our amazing public lands and waters 
comes the obligation to protect and 
serve these wild places.

In Greek mythology, Artemis is the goddess 
of the hunt and wildlife, a fitting symbol for a 
group whose mission is: To protect sporting tra-
ditions, support women as leaders in the conser-

vation movement, and foster the next genera-
tions of conservationists to ensure the vitality of 
our outdoor heritage. 

“We know so many sportswomen who are ded-
icated public lands hunters and anglers who have 
felt like hunting and fishing is really a good ol’ 
boys club,” said Jessi Johnson, Artemis’ sports-
women’s coordinator. “While we certainly stand 
in solidarity with the entire sporting community 
we know it’s due time to bring new voices to the 
forefront and to add strength to the conservation 
community in a time of unprecedented threats to 
our sporting heritage. Artemis is about creating 
conservation gains using the vast talents of our 
sportswomen’s community to build an inclusive 
and diverse roster of advocates that can boldly 
respond to the attacks on public lands and build 
new leaders who will continue to fight for our 
traditions well into the future.” 

The group chose its focus areas because of the 
ongoing and deepening threats to public lands 
and wildlife, and the need to build and highlight 
women’s leadership in the wildlife and conser-
vation fields. Women currently make up more 

than 25 percent of anglers and roughly 20 per-
cent of all hunters, yet few women lead sporting 
conservation campaigns and wildlife conserva-
tion organizations. 

“More women are hunting, fishing, and shoot-
ing than ever before, representing the fastest 
growing segment of the sporting community,” 
said Collin O’Mara, president and chief execu-
tive officer of the National Wildlife Federation. 
“We absolutely need more women in leadership 
roles across the Federation family and the broad-
er conservation community—and Artemis will 
play an important role in making this vision a re-
ality. As the husband and father to strong women 
who love to fish, I fully support the tireless work 
of the pioneering founders of Artemis and am 
extremely excited about what lies ahead.” 

“We believe in a ‘complete sportswoman’ 
concept, a concept where, yes we hunt and fish, 
but we also have relationships with decision 
makers, we build leaders, advocate for wildlife, 
and teach others to do the same,” said Maggie 
Heumann, an outdoor retailer and Artemis co-
founder. “Without this level of engagement, we 
don’t see a future that looks good for our sport-
ing traditions.” Artemis will conduct several ser-
vice projects and public outreach events in its 
first year throughout the West with a focus on 
improving wildlife habitat and building a net-
work of sportswomen. The group plans to host 
a sportswomen’s summit in spring of 2018. The 
goal will be to bring sportswomen, conserva-
tionists and well-known female leaders together 
for leadership workshops, conservation training, 
and sporting activities all to build upon Artemis’ 
work and expand its reach across the country.

“We are thrilled to be part of this amazing 
group, to come together with these sportswom-
en, and to bring our much-needed voice, front 
and center, into the conservation movement,” 
said Alexis Bonogofsky, a Billings, rancher, life-
long hunter and Artemis co-founder, “we have 
big plans and will certainly be a force to be reck-
oned with.”

Learn more about Artemis at artemis.nwf.org 
and facebook.com/ArtemisSportswomen.

NWF LAUNCHES SPORTSWOMEN’S CONSERVATION GROUP
ARTEMIS TO ENERGIZE NEW VOICES 

MWF memberAlexis Bonogofsky glassing for mule deer in eastern Montana. Photo by Michael Scott.

THE MWF LICENSE PLATE

GET THE PLATE: SUPPORT WILDLIFE, HABITAT & ACCESS



By John Bradley
MWF Eastern Field Rep.

Businesses and landowners 
throughout Paradise Valley, 

Gardiner and Livingston have joined 
together to protect their existing lo-
cal economy from two proposed 
gold mines on the doorstep of Yel-
lowstone National Park. 

Many of their businesses rely upon the integ-
rity of the landscape, abundant wildlife, pristine 
watersheds, and the unspoiled scenic beauty. 
Senator Tester, after listening to the concerns of 
business owners, hunters, anglers, and other rec-
reationists announced legislation to protect this 
area from the unwanted gold mines. 

Tester’s Yellowstone Gateway Protection Act 
aims to permanently withdraw federal miner-
al rights on 30,000 acres of public land in the 
Custer Gallatin National Forest adjacent to the 
Absoraka Beartooth Wilderness and Yellow-
stone National Park. It also eliminates the ability 
for proposed mines to expand onto unclaimed 
public land. Tester’s bill expands the Interior 
Department’s two year prohibition on new min-
eral right claims on public lands just north of the 
Yellowstone National Park. 

“This bill means cold, clear water for trout, 
boaters and irrigation. It means elk and bighorn 
sheep can keep migrating in and out of the park. 
It recognizes the Yellowstone River as the puls-
ing, living main artery of Paradise Valley,” said 
John Salazar, MWF Board Member and Liv-
ingston resident. “Our ranches, our recreation, 
our families, our jobs, if not our very souls rely 

on clean water and access to our public lands.”
Yellowstone National Park visitors spent  

$196 million in Park County in 2014. While 
more than 4 million people have visited the na-
tional park this past year, the ecosystem sustains 
nearly 3,000 jobs. “Hundreds of businesses and 
local residents support this collaborative legisla-
tion because it protects jobs and preserves our 
outdoor way of life,” Tester said. “Responsible 
natural resource development plays an important 
role in Montana’s economy, but there are sim-
ply some places where you just should not dig 
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MONTANA BUSINESSES, SENATOR TESTER UNITE 
TO PROTECT PARADISE VALLEY

COLLABORATIVE MODEL PROVIDES FIRM FOUNDATION
ZINKE EYES NEW PLAN FOR SAGE-GROUSE
By John Bradley
MWF Eastern Field Rep.

Since becoming the Secretary of 
Interior, Ryan Zinke has shown 

an interest in getting to work on 
sage-grouse. 

When he does, it’s crucial that he reviews 
and builds on the work that diverse stakehold-
ers throughout the West have already been do-
ing for years – including both on the ground 
collaborations, as well as the implementation of 
the state and federal plans. This work has greatly 
benefitted the sage grouse, the 350 other species 
in sagebrush country, and the lands that provide 
over a billion dollars in economic output for lo-
cal Western communities.

On-the-ground work to rebuild the declining 
population of the chicken-sized bird have been 
under way for years. That work, plus the federal 
sage-grouse conservation plans created by the 
Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Forest 
Service led the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to 
decide that the bird did not have to be added to 

the endangered species list in 2015. This historic 
decision followed years of collaboration among 
sportsmen and women, ranchers, landowners, 
local and state elected officials, outdoor recre-
ationists, business owners, wildlife advocates 
and others. The goal was to save a Western icon 
and sagebrush lands, which support some of the 
region’s most cherished wildlife: mule deer, elk, 
and pronghorn. 

Ranchers, farmers, hunters, conservationists, 
and other stakeholders are eager to have Secre-
tary Zinke join the conversation, take a seat at 
the table and listen to those on the ground that 
have been working on sage-grouse conservation 
for years. To save sage-grouse and other wildlife 
dependent on sagebrush lands we must build on 
the historic collaboration on one of our nation’s 
largest-ever conservation efforts.

As Secretary Zinke increases his engagement 
in sage-grouse conservation, Congress needs to 
take a step back and let the Secretary and the 
sage grouse plans work. Congress should stop 
trying to roll back the plans by attaching riders 
to must-pass legislation. 

The local and state control agenda being 
pushed in Congress would hamstring the man-

agement framework for wildlife that has existed 
between state wildlife agencies and federal land 
management agencies for decades. The fun-
damental premise of this framework has been 
cooperation, with the states having the lead for 
wildlife management while the federal agencies 
have managed for habitat on federal lands. These 
attempts are such a radical departure from the 
current federal-state framework that it amounts 
to a state takeover of public land management. 
Congress must let Zinke do his job in order to 
conserve this cherished Western bird and the 
landscape that defines it.

As a Westerner, Secretary Zinke understands 
what it takes to work with diverse groups of peo-
ple to get things done. He has the opportunity 
to join stakeholders in rolling up their sleeves 
and getting to work on fully implementing the 
15 individually tailored and locally focused land 
management plans. This, along with efforts to 
combat rangeland fire will help to restore this vi-
tal landscape for wildlife and people. 

John Bradley is the Eastern Field Rep. of 
Montana Wildlife Federation. You can reach him 
at jbradley@mtwf.org.

or drill, and the doorstep of Yellowstone Park is 
one of those places.“ Visitors come from around 
the world every year to the Greater Yellowstone 
ecosystem to experience the pristine land and 
water, and marvel at the abundance of fish and 
wildlife. Sen. Tester’s bill will help ensure that 
future generations will be able to have the same 
experience.

John Bradley is the Eastern Field Rep. of 
Montana Wildlife Federation. You can reach him 
at jbradley@mtwf.org.

From the photo archive of Dan Vermillion. The Paradise Valley has long been a pristine wildlife habitat. 
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By Nick Gevock
MWF Conservation Director

President Trump’s executive or-
der last month to review all na-

tional monuments established over 
the past 21 years is an exercise in 
government inefficiency.

Over the next six months, the Interior Depart-
ment is going to review every national monu-
ment designated in the last 21 years. This review 
will find that each one of them is worthy of pro-
tection – for the incredible scenic, wildlife and 
cultural values that they were originally set aside 
for. In almost every case, these monuments were 
the result of lengthy discussions by local offi-
cials, conservationists, area ranchers and tribal 
interests as they worked to hammer out agree-
ments to preserve multiple-use public lands and 
waters in special places around the nation.

That was certainly the case with the Upper 
Missouri River Breaks National Monument, 
an expanse of incredible country in the rugged 
breaks that rise off of the Missouri River in cen-
tral Montana. The monument was established in 
2001, when President Clinton used the Antiqui-
ties Act to protect this remarkable landscape.

It’s a law passed in 1906 and signed by Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt, and since then eight 
Democrats and eight Republicans have used it to 
protect some of our most treasured cultural and 
scenic areas. The list includes the Grand Canyon 
and Zion national parks, as well as cultural sites 
like the Statute of Liberty and Pompey’s Pillar.

The Breaks monument didn’t happen until 
there were public meetings, discussions with lo-
cal interests and a visit from then Interior Sec-
retary Bruce Babbitt. And while not everyone 
supported the monument designation – never 

is there full agreement – the end product drew 
broad support from Montanans.

What we’ve seen since then is that the monu-
ment works. Hunters have still had access to 
pursue big game and birds on the monument. 
Ranchers with grazing leases have maintained 
those. And floaters who enjoy the river that Lew-
is and Clark came up two centuries ago still float 
this waterway. The monument designation kept 
this important area in the heart of Montana from 
being altered, developed, or taken away from the 
public for years.

That is all at risk now. The President’s execu-
tive order was shrouded in language about local 
control and state management, but that’s just a 
political talking point by anti-monument poli-
ticians who have already made up their minds. 
The Breaks, and all national monuments, are 
multiple-use public lands, and local voices have 

always had tremendous say through Resource 
Advisory Councils and other means.

The American people have been very clear 
where they stand on the protection of these na-
tional treasures. Comments taken in the weeks 
after the period opened up have been over-
whelmingly in support of keeping the monument 
status of these remarkable public lands. 

The Upper Missouri River Breaks shows ex-
actly how a national monument is supposed to 
work: it keeps our public land as it is, open to 
hunting and fishing, livestock grazing, and other 
traditional uses, rather than locking our lands 
up for large-scale oil and gas, mining, or other 
development activities that close off public use. 
That is good for hunters and anglers, good for 
ranchers, and good for our Montana way of life.

Nick Gevock is MWF’s Conservation Director. 
Contact him at ngevock@mtwf.org.

MISSOURI RIVER BREAKS STILL WORTHY OF 
PROTECTION

MONTHLY DONORS PROVIDE FOUNDATION FOR MWF SUCCESS
HELP PROTECT MT’S PUBLIC LANDS & WILDLIFE

By Annie Mclaughlin
MWF Board Member

I am a homeowner, student loan 
holder, and avid sportswoman. 

I do many things that I am proud of like serv-
ing on the board of the Montana Wildlife Federa-

tion, and I am most proud of my monthly $10 
dollar donation to the Federation. 

Giving monthly is convenient, easy, and 
provides MWF will funds they can depend on 
throughout the year. Donating to your favor-
ite cause should not be hard, and the Montana 
Wildlife Federation is making it easier for us to 
support them. Here are a few reasons why you 
should sign up for a monthly donation today:

• Easy and seamless way for you to donate 
by checking account or credit/debit card

• Provides the organization with a predict-
able source of funds

• You’re making a difference 
• Satisfaction of knowing that you are help-

ing MWF thrive

I give because of the importance of conser-
vation groups like the Montana Wildlife Federa-
tion. Without conservation groups like MWF we 
will not have a way to share our thoughts and 

opinions about how our lands and resources 
should be managed. If we did not support MWF 
who would stand up for our outdoor traditions? 
MWF provides the public with an avenue for 
people like you and me to make a difference. 

The Montana Wildlife Federation was found-
ed over 80 years ago to protect the resources and 
landscapes that are threatened most right now. 
Join me today and call (406) 458-0227 or log 
on to montanawildlife.org and sign up to be a 
monthly donor. People like you make MWF’s 
work a reality, and with your monthly invest-
ment MWF will be here to protect wildlife and 
recreation for generations to come.

Don’t wait. I know you already give to MWF, 
so make it easier and give monthly! Sign up to 
become a monthly donor today so future genera-
tions can enjoy our abundant wildlife, habitat, 
and public lands tomorrow. 

Annie Mclaughlin is a Montana Wildlife 
Federation board member, avid angler, and 
monthly donor. 

Anglers fish the Missouri River. Photo by Bob Wick courtesy of the BLM. 
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By Tony Bynum

Quiz time - What’s the most 
popular place in the world to 

hunt trophy Bighorn Sheep? 
Give yourself a pat on the back if you were 

thinking of Montana’s Missouri River Breaks 
National Monument. If you didn’t get the an-
swer, don’t worry, you’re about to learn some-
thing else. The coulees and canyon lands of The 
Breaks Monument will still be a huge sporting 
destination one hundred years from now because 
it’s world-class habitat and our hunting traditions 
were protected by proclamation a decade ago.

Lewis and Clark first encountered The Breaks 
country of the monument on their westward 
leg. In his journal, Clark described the abun-
dant wildlife of the area, including mule deer, 
elk, and antelope, and on April 29, 1805, the 
Lewis and Clark expedition recorded the first 
big horn sheep observation by non-Indians in 
North America. Lewis’ description of the mag-
nificent White Cliffs area on the western side of 
the monument is especially vivid, and not just 
for his sometimes-colorful spellings:

“The hills and river Clifts which we passed to-
day exhibit a most romantic appearance. . . . The 
bluffs of the river rise to height of from 2 to 300 
feet and in most places nearly perpendicular; 
they are formed of remarkable white sandstone 
which is sufficiently soft to give way readily to 
the impression of water . . .

“The water in the course of time . . . has trick-
led down the soft sand cliffs and worn it into a 
thousand grotesque figures, which with the help 
of a little imagination and an oblique view, at a 
distance are made to represent elegant ranges of 
lofty freestone buildings, having their parapets 
well stocked with statuary; columns of various 
sculptures both grooved and plain, are also seen 
supporting long galleries in front of these build-
ings; in other places on a much nearer approach 
and with the help of less imagination we see the 
remains or ruins of elegant buildings; some col-
umns standing and almost entire with their ped-
estals and capitals; others retaining their ped-
estals but deprived by time or accident of their 
capitals, some lying prostrate and broken othe[r]
s in the form of vast pyramids of conic structure 
bearing a series of other pyramids on their tops 
. . . (Proclamation 7398—Establishment of the 
Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monu-
ment, January 17, 2001).

Hunting the Breaks country is big deal. I can 
attest to this as both a hunter and commercial 

photographer who’s always on the lookout for 
the best hunting and wild game photographs in 
Montana. Last year alone sportsmen spent over 
25,000 days in search of trophy elk, deer, and 
bighorn sheep in this popular ‘bread and butter’ 
hunting destination. But not everyone is as proud 
of our Breaks as the pick-up loads of sportsmen 
who make their annual migration to central Mon-
tana from all corners of our state, and nation.

President Trump recently took the podium to 
demonize Monuments like the Upper Missouri 
River Breaks in an attempt to gut the Antiquities 
Act and make it harder for Montanans to pass 
along our hunting heritage. Off his right shoulder 
stood the new Secretary of the Interior, Ryan 
Zinke, a former Montana Congressmen, and 
resident. I suspect Zinke thinks he’s protecting 
Montanans from bureaucrats in Washington. It’s 
a nice gesture, but it ignores that the Missouri 
River Breaks designation was a transparent and 
open public process which Montanans and our 
nation’s citizens overwhelmingly supported. 

Montana has one of the longest hunting 
seasons in the country because of the habitat 
security that roadless public lands provide for 
elk, mule deer, and other big game. If you lose 
your habitat, you’ve lost the headwaters of your 
hunting opportunity.

In fairness, there are numerous Montana’s who 
remain skeptical of the proclamation. I respect 
their views and in some cases, sympathize with 
them, however, a country like ours gets great 
by doing things that have a greater good for the 

greatest number, over the long-run. 
I watched the Breaks monument process 

(maybe lived it is a better description) very care-
fully as a past member and chair of the Central 
Montana Resources Advisory Council. I was at 
every meeting for three years and heard every 
issue first hand. Like you, I had to wrestle with 
making decisions, some of which might be coun-
ter to what some of my friends may desire.

Montanans are always going to need clean 
streams to fish in and wide open spaces to hunt. 
Our BLM prairie lands are central to healthy 
wildlife habitat. The rugged Missouri River 
Breaks provide wildlife habitat and solitude 
much like it was long before Lewis and Clark 
ever “discovered” the place. Our patriotic duty 
is to protect our country’s heritage not to make 
short sighted decisions that in the long run will 
take that away from Montanans.

It’s time to draw the line. What legacy shall 
we leave our children and theirs? Public land, 
healthy wildlife habitat, open hunting for the 
common man is a tradition here and across the 
west. I wish to leave that legacy to my children 
and when this heritage is threatened by bad lead-
ership decisions we need to hold our leaders’ feet 
to the fire. It is far better to manage wisely and 
preserve our intact systems than it is to disman-
tle and try to rebuild them later. Mr. Zinke, what 
will your legacy be?

 Tony Bynum is a professional outdoor 
photographer and conservationist.

UPPER MISSOURI BREAKS & THE ANTIQUITIES ACT
PROTECTING MONTANA’S OUTDOOR HERITAGE

MONTANAWILDLIFE.ORG
FACEBOOK.COM/MONTANAWILDLIFE

@MTWILDLIFE

JOIN . FOLLOW . ACT

The Missouri Breaks provide ample hunting, fishing, and wildlife viewing opportunitis. Photo by Tony Bynum.
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By Alec Underwood
MWF Western Field Rep.

Montanans know that when 
it comes to our resources, 

nothing is more important than our 
water. Whether you are an irrigator 
or a fly fisherman, Montana’s abun-
dant rivers and streams act as a life-
blood to our local economy and as 
a source of enjoyment for thousands 
of recreationists each year. 

With climate change posing many threats to 
our water resources, some business owners that 

rely on our rivers as functioning ecosystems are 
very concerned for the future. That’s why the 
most recent leg of MWF’s climate outreach ac-
tivities is focused on reaching out to those in the 
fly fishing industry. “The Fly Fishing Industry in 
the Face of Climate Change” is a presentation 
designed specifically for professionals in the fly 
fishing industry such as outfitters and guides, 
brings together biologists and business owners 
to explore the current impacts of climate change 
on our fisheries and how business owners can act 
collectively on climate.

Fly fishing guides play an important role in 
both educating the public about the health of our 
rivers, and being great stewards of the resource 
itself. As an effort to get guides more involved 
on the issue of climate change, the program fea-

tures an open discussion period toward the end 
of each meeting. This is an opportunity for fly 
fishing professionals to speak out on the issue 
and why they think it is important that guides are 
considering the future of our rivers. 

The pilot event in Missoula drew a diverse 
crowd and several guides and outfitters who were 
concerned about the future of the resource. Chris 
Clancy, Fish Biologist with Montana Fish, Wild-
life, and Parks discussed how reduced snowpack 
and earlier runoff has been negatively impact-
ing Westslope Cutthroat Trout in the Bitterroot 
River and how Brown Trout are being observed 
further up tributaries than ever before.

 Eddie Olwell, longtime outfitter and Presi-
dent of the Bitterroot Water Forum explained 
how supporting local projects such as habitat 
restoration or vegetation projects can help miti-
gate warming water temperatures. He also em-
phasized that guides need to do a better job at 
understanding and recognizing threats like cli-
mate change. 

“People are not aware of the risks and threats 
facing our resources and we need to do a better 
job of that,” Olwell Said. “We have to pressure 
our peers and get them involved.”

With 64 million dollars spent in angling ex-
penditures in Missoula county in 2013, it is no 
secret that the fly fishing industry plays a very 
important role in the local economy. Outfitters 
and guides have the opportunity to stand col-
lectively on the issue of climate change, both as 
business owners who rely on the health of our 
rivers, and as conservationists. As stewards of 
the resource, they have the great responsibility 
of acting to protect our amazing rivers for future 
generations to come. 

Alec Underwood is MWF’s Western Field Rep. 
You can reach him at alec@mtwf.org.

MWF PROVIDES FORUM FOR DISCUSSION
FISHING GUIDES SPEAK OUT ON CLIMATE

Alec Underwood presents on climate change to guides, anglers, and interested community members in Bozeman.

breaks, coulees, cottonwood draws, sagebrush, 
and short-grass prairie. The wild and intact 
character of places such as Chain Buttes, Horse 
Camp Trail, and Crooked Creek and Dovetail 
Creek makes for some of the most productive 
public land big game habitat in North America. 
Big game needs big country, and this area has it 
in spades.

As we move closer to the release of the Lew-
istown Resource Management Plan’s draft, it is 
critical for everyone – whether you are a farmer, 
business owner, hunter, or birdwatcher – to be 
engaged in the comment period. Elk, deer and 
other wildlife need wide open, quiet spaces, na-
tive range flora, and healthy watersheds. The 
BLM should prioritize those needs in their new 
plan. It is up to the public, to let the BLM know 
that we want our land protected so that hunting, 
camping, and hiking are superb this season, and 
for future seasons to come. 

John Bradley is MWF’s Eastern Field Rep. 
You can reach him at jbradley@mtwf.org.

By John Bradley
MWF Eastern Field Rep.

With public land and public 
land management making 

headline news, it is important for 
Montanan’s to have their voices 
heard in how they want their land 
managed. 

One of the simplest ways to get involved is to 
engage in local land use planning. Both the For-
est Service and the Bureau of Land Management 
offer opportunity for engagement during their 
public comment periods. 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is 
set to release a Draft Resource Management Plan 
(RMP) for the Lewistown Field Office. The RMP 
will guide how the BLM manages over 654,000 
acres of public land in the heart of Montana, for 
the next 30-40 years. In a time when public lands 
are under attack, it’s critically important that the 

public participate in the process and let the BLM 
offices at the field, state and federal level know 
how important public lands, quality habitat, and 
robust big game herds are to their communities.

With the changing of administrations, the 
draft releases across the nation have been de-
layed, including the Lewistown draft resource 
plan. While stakeholders are eager to see the 
draft, the delay offers an opportunity to contact 
the BLM before the official comment period and 
let them know that you are paying attention and 
want strong conservation in the plan. Once the 
comment period opens, it will be critical for the 
public to be involved in the process.

The resource management plan, stretches 
from where the Missouri meets the Musselshell 
nearly to Great Falls. The 654,000 acres also en-
compasses over 200,000 acres of undeveloped, 
wild habitat along the protected Upper Missouri 
River Breaks National Monument and Charles 
M. Russell Wildlife Refuge river corridor. All 
in all, it amounts to a stunning, intact river-to-
prairie ecosystem made up of miles and miles of 

MONTANANS, PUBLIC LAND USERS EAGERLY 
AWAIT TO ENGAGE IN NEW RMP



By Nicola Preston
OnSite Energy Inc. 

The Montana Wildlife Federa-
tion (MWF) has spent the past 

eight decades protecting Montana’s 
natural lands, clean waters, and 
wildlife from degradation and de-
velopment. As all conservationists 
well know, protecting the habitat it-
self is only the first step. 

Every species, river, forest and ranchland that 
MWF has worked hard to protect is at risk of 
being negatively affected by air pollutants from 
dirty energy sources, which directly impact hab-
itat and also contribute to climate change. By 
powering our lives with clean, renewable energy 
we can take that next step to honor the work that 
has already been done. In that sense, choosing 
clean energy is choosing conservation. 

Individuals can help reduce air pollution 
through the installation of residential solar en-
ergy systems. Over its lifespan, an average resi-
dential solar system will reduce the carbon diox-
ide pollution equal to burning 147,755 pounds 
of coal. This keeps the same amount of pollution 
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NEW PROGRAM OFFERS INCENTIVE FOR GOING SOLAR
SUPPORTING CLEAN ENERGY AND MWF

out of the atmosphere as 131 acres of forest per 
year, or 3,588 tree seedlings grown for ten years. 

OnSite Energy was founded in 2012 by Ori-
on Thornton, a native of Kalispell who lives in 
Bozeman. The company has installed more than 
100 solar projects around Montana, and current-
ly employs half a dozen people in good-paying 

made-in-Montana jobs. An avid outdoorsman, 
Orion is also a proud member of MWF. 

To support the inherent connection between 
clean energy and wildlife conservation, OnSite 
Energy has agreed to donate 1% of the cost of 
every system installed for MWF members back 

Earlier this year, Senator Jon Tester intro-
duced the Blackfoot Clearwater Stewardship 
Act (S. 507) to implement a local conservation 
plan for the Blackfoot-Clearwater Valley. The 
bill would provide additional protection to wil-
derness lands, expand public trails, and support 
forest restoration activities. In other words, it 
would protect world-class hunting and fishing 
opportunities while also supporting local econo-
mies and sustainable jobs in the timber industry. 

In addition to Senator Tester’s bill, there are 
several other efforts underway around Montana 
to protect backcountry lands, improve public ac-
cess, and support local communities. MWF will 
continue to work to support these efforts and 
promote constructive efforts by local communi-
ties to protect Montana’s outdoor heritage.

Protecting At-Risk Wildlife

In 2015, an unprecedented effort by the State 
of Montana, ten other Western states, and the 
federal government helped prevent the sage-
grouse from needing to be listed on the federal 
Endangered Species Act. These plans protect the 
sage-grouse by identifying specific protections 
for habitat but also maintaining livestock graz-
ing and appropriate energy and mineral develop-
ment. In addition to preserving the sage-grouse, 
these plans protect habitat for mule deer and 
hundreds of other grassland species, as well as 
public access to public land.

However, passing the sage-grouse plans was 
just the first step. This species will take many 
years to recover, and MWF will continue to 
work to ensure that the plans are fully imple-
mented and adequately funded.

The sage-grouse conservation effort are one 
example of how we can accomplish more by 
preventing wildlife from becoming endangered 
than by waiting until they are almost extinct. In 
order to do even more on this front, Congress 
is currently considering legislation that would 
increase funding for wildlife conservation pro-
grams by the Department of Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks. The Recovering America’s Wildlife Act 
would provide $1.3 billion in funding nation-
wide for wildlife conservation efforts, including 
more than $23 million in new funding for FWP.

Working Together, Speaking Up

These are just a few of the issues on MWF’s 
radar for the months ahead. How will we tack-
le so much? By focusing on common ground, 
building strong coalitions, and giving a voice to 
grassroots members all over Montana.

In today’s challenging political environment, 
the ability to build coalitions is more important 
than ever. MWF works with a diverse array of 
partners, from the Montana Wilderness Associa-
tion to The Nature Conservancy to the Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation. Sometimes, we even 
find ourselves on the same side of an issue as 
the Montana Stockgrowers Association and the 
Montana Petroleum Association. Our ability to 
work with diverse interests depends on having 
a rock solid commitment to our core values and 
the flexibility to work around disagreements.

The other key to MWF’s success is the strong 
engagement of our members. For 80 years, 
MWF’s strength has come from having thou-
sands of members who live all over Montana – 
and the nation – who hunt, fish, enjoy the out-

doors, and are passionate about conservation. 
This authentic membership base is what helps 
us defeat the well-financed special interests that 
are trying to undercut scientific wildlife manage-
ment, public land protection, and multiple-use 
access to public lands. When MWF members 
show up and speak up, decision-makers listen.

Relying on our membership means we have to 
balance a lot of different viewpoints within our 
Federation. Disagreements are the price we pay 
for being a democratic organization. In the long 
run it helps us advance good wildlife manage-
ment, habitat protection, and public access.

We Need You

MWF can’t do any of this without the support 
of the people who care about Montana’s wild-
life and outdoor heritage. If you are reading this 
newsletter, then we need you to get involved.

• Join MWF – If you’re not already a mem-
ber of MWF, join today by visiting our website. 
If you are already a member, consider increas-
ing your donation to help us mobilize even more 
people to join the fight!

• Take Action - Sign up for MWF’s email 
alerts and watch for ways you can speak up for 
wildlife, public lands, and public access. Join an 
MWF committee to help shape our agenda. Just 
a few minutes can make a big difference!

• Spread the Word – Follow MWF on so-
cial media and help us reach even more people 
with our message of common-ground, common-
sense conservation.

Working together, we can ensure that future 
generations experience the fish, wildlife and out-
door traditions that we enjoy today.

SPEAKING UP (CONT. FROM PAGE 1)

continued on page 11



10 SUMMER 2017

MWF AFFILIATES ENGAGE THEIR COMMUNITIES
NEWS FROM AROUND THE FEDERATION

MONTANAWILDLIFE.ORG/EVENTS

Ravalli County Fish & Wildlife Assn.
Investing in Future Generations

Ravalli County Fish & Wildlife Assn. has been a charter member and 
principle sponsor of the Youth Conservation & Education Expo since 
its inception five years ago. The purpose of the Expo is to introduce our 
youth to the outdoors.

 Participating organizations set up booths and design learning ex-
ercises. Youths that completed twelve exercises get their names placed 
in a drawing for an all-expense paid, week long outdoor camp through 
non-commercial donations. 

 In 2013, the Expo had 20 organizations ranging from bird watch-
ers to fur trappers, now there are 40 organizations and between 300 – 400 
youth and parents attending. The young people are able to try their hand 
at archery, building bird houses, stock packing, and building riparian 
areas along with many other aspects of the outdoors. 

 This year 120 youth, between six and seventeen years of age have 
been sponsored to travel to several camps around Montana. This Expo 
is the first of its kind in Montana and is being seen as a pilot program 
for other states. The Expo is held the 2nd Saturday in May at the Teller 
Wildlife Refuge in Corvallis Montana. 

Flathead Wildlife, Inc:
Ensuring a Conservation Legacy

In 2001 a county road leading to 64 acres of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
land on McGregor Lake west of Kalispell was blocked and a landowner 
subsequently built his house and lawn across the road. Flathead Wildlife, 
Inc. has been pushing ever since to restore access. A District Court order 
in 2011 seemed to pave the way but Flathead County provided only a 
minimal one-lane road. FWI sued Flathead County in December, 2016 to 
fully restore access, a settlement agreement is now in the works. 

FWI has worked with several fishing events this spring including the 
Flathead Fishing Fair and the Pine Grove Family Fishing Pond opener. 
FWI provided fishing equipment to Moving Forward Adaptive Sports 
and recently participated in dedication of two handicapped accessible 
fishing piers at Pine Grove during a fishing event with 150 Hooked On 
Fishing students.

FWI presented plaques to several partners who work to preserve our 
hunting and fishing heritage. The Creston National Fish Hatchery pro-
vides most of the catchable trout for area family fishing ponds as well as 
fish for lakes under Hungry Horse Fisheries Mitigation through BPA. The 
FH Stoltze Land and Lumber Company has an Open Lands Recreational 
Access Policy on all of its 40,000 acres. Stoltze also recently signed 
conservation easements on 10,000 acres of land just north of Whitefish 
to ensure continued sustainable forestry, public access, and to maintain 
fish and wildlife habitat as well as the water supply for Whitefish. Stoltze 
even donated back part of the value to complete the easement.

Park County Rod and Gun
Women in the Outdoors

Park County Rod and Gun volunteers partnered with the National 
Wild Turkey Federation to host the first annual Women in the Outdoors 
skill-building workshop. The workshop included lessons in fly-tying, 
casting, archery, gun safety, and marksmanship.

Margie Nelson, one of the organizer for the event said “Our goal is 
to present women with an opportunity to learn new outdoor skills with 
trained instructors in a safe, controlled and un-intimidating environ-
ment...and have a blast doing it!” 
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Anaconda Sportsmen’s Club
Bear Paw Bowmen
Flathead Wildlife, Inc.
Gallatin Wildlife Association
Helena Hunters & Anglers
Hellgate Hunters & Anglers
Laurel Rod & Gun Club
Libby Rod & Gun Club
Park County Rod & Gun 
Club 

Public Land/Water Access 
Association
Ravalli County Fish and 
Wildlife Association
Rosebud/Treasure Wildlife 
Association
Russell County Sportsmen
Yellowstone Valley 
Sportsmen

Bill Geer, President
Kevin Maki, Internal Affairs VP
Tom Puchlerz, Issues VP
Annie McLaughlin, Treasurer
Jamie Wolf, Secretary
Kathy Hadley, Past President
Skip Kowalski, NWF Rep.

OFFICERS
Corey Fisher - Missoula
John Gibson - Billings
Gary Hammond - Billings
Chris Marchion - Anaconda
Harvey Nyberg - Lewistown
John Salazar - Livingston

Mark Sweeney - Helena
Marcus Strange - Helena
Jake Troyer - Helena
Jim Vashro - Kalispell
JW Westman - Park City
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JOIN TODAY! VISIT US AT WWW.MONTANAWILDLIFE.ORG
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Office Manager
Candy Noose
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Executive Director
Dave Chadwick

dchadwick@mtwf.org

Outreach Coordinator
Mark Dostal

mdostal@mtwf.org

E. MT Representative
John Bradley

jbradley@mtwf.org

W. MT Representative
Alec Underwood
alec@mtwf.org

Comptroller
Deb Lane

dlane@mtwf.org

Conservation Director
Nick Gevock

ngevock@mtwf.org

MWF SUMMER CALENDAR
UPCOMING EVENTS

MWF Public Land Open House
Montana Wildlife Federation is hosting open houses 

to discuss public lands, their management, and the public lands
 transfer threat. Learn more online or contact John Bradley at jbradley@mtwf.org.

Helena - June 20 - MWF Office
Missoula -June 21 - FWP Region 2 Office

Great Falls - June 22 - FWP Region 4 Office

Beyond Seasons’ End in Montana
MWF President Bill Geer will be presenting his acclaimed video Beyond Seasons’ End 
in Montana on the impacts of climate change in Montana, and management strategies 

to help mitigate its negative effects on fish and wildlife. 

Missoula - June 19 - Double Tree Hotel

Brewery Events

Philipsburg - July 6 - Philipsburg Brewing co.
Bozeman - August 6 - Bozeman Brewing Co.
Livingston - August 8 - Katabatik Brewing

Billings - August 15 - Yellowstone Valley Brewing Co.
Kalispell - August 22 - Kalispell Brewing Co.

Great Falls - September 18 - Mighty Mo Brewing Co. 

Stay Up-To-Date on MWF & Affiliate Events
montanawildlife.com.events

facebook.com/montanawildlife/events

Contact Mark Dostal at mdostal@mtwf.org 
with questions, ideas, or to get involved.

ENERGY (CONT. FROM 
 PAGE 9)

to MWF through our Solar for Conservation 
program. This program offers a real win-win for 
MWF and its members who choose solar energy.

Long-time MWF member Tim Crawford is 
one person who has really recognized the con-
nection between wildlife conservation and clean 
energy. A dedicated conservationist, Crawford 
has worked with OnSite Energy on several proj-
ects over the years, including a 25 kW solar ar-
ray on his property just outside of Roundup, MT.

In 2009, a hundred acre section of Crawford’s 
property was upgraded from flood irrigation to 
three center pivots run by two pumps. While 
pivot irrigation is an efficient way to save water, 
the associated energy bill can add up. Crawford 
contacted OnSite Energy in 2013 to design a so-
lar array that would offset the energy used by the 
pivots.

Offsetting the entire load of the pivots would 
have required a 32 kW solar array, however the 
local utility (Fergus Electric Coop) would only 
allow a 25 kW maximum. Despite the limitation, 
the 25 kW array is still able to offset approxi-
mately 80% of the energy demand.

The 160’ long solar array was mounted on 
a ballasted block racking system, which mini-
mized impact on the land by eliminating the 
need for excavation and heavy equipment on the 
property. Even though the pivots are turned off 
from October to April, energy distribution regu-
lations allow the winter production of the solar 
array to be credited towards the farm’s energy 
consumption during the summer.

A combination of financial incentives (Fed-
eral Tax Credit, USDA REAP Grant, Modified 
Accelerated Cost Recovery System) created a 
simple pay back period of 7 years, with a $3,300 
annual value of energy produced. The value of 
powering the pivots with pollution-free renew-
able energy is, of course, priceless.

For more information on the Solar for Con-
servation program, visit onsiteenergyinc.com
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THANK YOU 2017 CORPORATE DONORS!

CELEBRATING MONTANA’S PUBLIC LAND & WILDLIFE
MWF 2017 ANNUAL MEETING & CELEBRATION

On March 31, hunters, anglers, 
and conservationists from 

around the state gathered in Helena 
to celebrate Montana’s public lands, 
abundant wildlife, and hunting and 
fishing heritage.

Attendees met at the historic Placer Hotel in 
Helena, to drink beer, swap stories, enter raffle 
drawings, and celebrate the Montana Wildlife 
Federation’s legacy of conservation success! 

This exciting celebration was held the night be-
fore MWF’s 2017 Annual Meeting, which gath-
ered delegates from local organizations from 
around Montana to discuss issues, review the 
organization’s growth, and elect new members 
to the Board of Directors.

Thank you to everyone who attended our An-
nuel Celebration and Annual Meeting -- and 
thank you to everyone who was there in spirit! 
It is your dedication, energy, and knowledge that 
makes Montana Wildlife Federation a leader in 
Montana’s conservation community. 

We would also like to congratulate and wel-

come the new members of the MWF Board of Di-
rectors. These dedicated volunteers have signed 
up to help lead our organization and continue to 
grow our impact on Montana’s fish, wildlife, and 
outdoor heritage:

Jamie Wolf - Missoula
John Salazar - Livingston
Marcus Strange - Helena
Jake Troyer - Helena

To stay up-to-date on MWF news, events and 
more go to montanawildlife.org. 

The Placer Hotel packed with dedicated conservationists. Next year, we may need 
to find a bigger venue! Photo by Tia Hunter

MWF’s success depends on our dedicated volunteers. Thanks to everyone who 
helped out at the Annual! Photo by Mark Dostal.


