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0RQWDQDLVEOHVVHGZLWKWKHEHVWSXEOLFODQGKXQWLQJ¿VKLQJDQGRXWGRRUUHFUHDWLRQLQWKH
FRXQWU\%XWZLWKDOOWKHERXQW\WKDWZHHQMR\KHUHLQFUHDVLQJO\WKHSXEOLFLVKDYLQJWURXEOH
JHWWLQJ WR RXU SXEOLF ODQGV DQG ZDWHUV 3HRSOH DUH JDWLQJ URDGV WKDW KXQWHUV DQJOHUV DQG
RWKHURXWGRRUVHQWKXVLDVWVKDYHXVHGWRJHWWRSXEOLFODQGIRUGHFDGHV,QRWKHUFDVHVEULGJHV
OHDGLQJWRSXEOLFZDWHUDUHKDYLQJEDUEHGZLUHDQGHOHFWULFIHQFLQJSXWXSWRWKHP$QGWKHUH
DUHQHDUO\WZRPLOOLRQDFUHVRISXEOLFODQGLQ0RQWDQDWKDWLVFRPSOHWHO\LQDFFHVVLEOHWRWKH
SXEOLF
Those problems are outlined in a new report titled “Roadblocked and Landlocked,” a joint project
of the Montana Wildlife Federation (MWF) and the Public Land/Water Access Association (PLWA).
The report lays out all the cases in which sportsmen have had to go to court to reopen roads that have
EHHQJDWHGJDLQDFFHVVWRRXUVWDWH¶VVWUHDPVDWSXEOLFEULGJHVDQGRWKHUZLVH¿JKWIRUSXEOLFDFFHVV
to public resources.
The report is a long overdue look at all the time, money and heartburn that everyday sportsmen
and women, recreationists and others have been forced to put forward just to enjoy what’s theirs.
And it’s a growing trend, with more and more cases of people blocking off public roads or otherwise
ZRUNLQJWRJDLQH[FOXVLYHDFFHVVWRDVSHFL¿FDUHD
Public access means getting to public land to be able to enjoy it. That doesn’t mean every road
on public land has to be open. Once on public land, land managers can gate some roads to protect
wildlife security habitat, including areas for calving and fawning and in areas during the fall hunting
seasons. Those management decisions are important for proper security for wildlife, and are also
SDUWRIWKHUHDVRQZHHQMR\D¿YHZHHNJHQHUDOULÀHKXQWLQJVHDVRQLQ0RQWDQD
Many private landowners also provide access for hunters and anglers, both to hunt their land and
to access adjacent public lands. We’re all grateful to these landowners, and responsible sportsmen

are respectful of every private property owner’s
wishes when it comes to closing gates and roads
that are on their land.
The access problems start when people
selectively close public county roads that run
adjacent to their private property in an effort
to keep the public out of large swaths of public
land. We’ve seen it all too often. These roads,
sometimes called bottlenecks, can cut the public
out of tens of thousands of acres of public land,
effectively making it only accessible to a few
people who own adjoining private land.
,W¶VD¿JKWWKDW3/:$DQ0:)DI¿OLDWHKDV
been heavily involved in for well over two
decades. This dedicated group of volunteers has
worked tirelessly to keep public access open. That
means a lot of time and effort spent researching
the history of certain roads, communicating with
the public about the threat of people trying to
block public access and, ultimately, putting up
WKHPRQH\WR¿JKWWKHVHFDVHVLQFRXUW
The group’s victories are numerous. They’re
impressive. And they’re vital to maintaining
our heritage of having the best fair chase public
KXQWLQJDQG¿VKLQJRQSXEOLFODQGDQGZDWHU,W¶V
hard to imagine Montana without the concerted
efforts of PLWA, and most sportsmen and
women know that we all owe a huge debt of
gratitude to these guys.
But ultimately, this is a war of attrition. It’s
GLI¿FXOW IRU D GHGLFDWHG JURXS RI YROXQWHHUV WR
¿JKWWKHÀRRGRIPRQH\$QGIUDQNO\WKDW¶VZKDW
this group is up against, because some of their
actions have been taken against billionaires,
literally. It’s not about the fact that some people
have money – but rather the different values
some people bring when it comes to our public
¿VKZLOGOLIHODQGDQGZDWHUUHVRXUFHV7KHIDFW
is we all own these things and accordingly we
should all enjoy equal opportunities to enjoy
them.
The only real counter to that is organizing, and
that’s exactly what MWF and PLWA are doing.
This fall we’re launching a major campaign
centered on public access. We’re highlighting
the numerous examples around Montana where
people have purposely put up gates across public
roads to keep the public out of public land. In
some of these cases, the people blocking the
URDGDUHDOVRRXW¿WWHUVZKRDUHWDNLQJDGYDQWDJH
of exclusive access to large swaths of public
ODQGWRSUR¿WRIIRIWKHSXEOLF¶VZLOGOLIH
0RQWDQDQVDUH¿JKWLQJEDFN3/:$KDVZRQ
almost every case it’s been involved with. But
the group needs help. It’s time to strengthen our
$32ࣅ2<'&6!+'¢
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

SETTING PRIORITIES AND TAKING ACTION
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$XWXPQLVLQWKHDLUKXQWLQJVHDVRQLVXSRQ
XVDQGWKH1RYHPEHUHOHFWLRQVDUHMXVWDURXQG
WKHFRUQHU%HIRUHZHUHDOL]HLWLWZLOOEH
DQGWKHVWDUWRIDQHZOHJLVODWLYHVHVVLRQ$VWR
EHH[SHFWHGWKHUHZLOOEHDORWDWVWDNH
MWF is not sitting idly by and waiting for
things to happen. We have been at work for
months developing an aggressive plan that
calls for defeating bills that are bad for wildlife
and wildlife habitat, restrict access to public
lands, or interfere with science-based resource
management. Not to play only defense, we will
also advocate for bills that are pro-wildlife, prosportsmen and pro-conservation.
We can’t predict exactly what kinds of
opposition Montana sportsmen and Montana’s
¿VK DQG ZLOGOLIH ZLOO IDFH ZLWK WKLV XSFRPLQJ
legislature, but there are a number givens that
deserve our attention.
First, MWF is going to make access to public
lands by Montana sportsmen a priority in the
2015 legislature. MWF members and other
Montana sportsmen made our voices loud
and clear the last go around by advocating for
the corner crossing bill. Although we did not
prevail, we placed the access issue front and
center with legislators. We will capitalize on this
attention by promoting our own legislation to
protect and expand public access to public lands.
,I WUDGLWLRQDO KXQWLQJ DQG ¿VKLQJ RSSRUWXQLWLHV

are going to continue into the future, we must
stop the current trends of blocking legal access
to public lands, animosity between landowners
and sportsmen, and the closure of traditionally
“open to hunting” private property. In addition
to securing some real wins on this issue in
2015, I also hope that our efforts to advance
an open and honest political debate can create
an environment where reasoned efforts like the
Private Land/Public Wildlife Council (PLPW)
will lead to additional solutions.
Second, we need to continue to lead the charge
to protect our public lands from efforts to turn
them over to state management and control. Such
proposals are not new, and MWF has opposed
them each time. These efforts deceptively suggest
WKDW VXFK D PRYH LV EHQH¿FLDO WR VSRUWVPHQ
conservationists and the general public. In
reality, it is an effort to privatize public lands,
PDNLQJZLOGOLIHPDQDJHPHQWPRUHGLI¿FXOWDQG
curtailing access for hunters and anglers. In a
similar vein, shortsighted efforts that advocate
for “no net gain” in acreage of state-owned lands
continue. As development pressures continue,
the need to protect high quality, strategically
located habitat becomes even more paramount.
We also need to make sure that Fish, Wildlife
and Parks (FWP) is adequately funded to
FDUU\ RXW LWV UHVSRQVLELOLW\ WR PDQDJH RXU ¿VK
and wildlife resources.
The Fish & Wildlife
Licensing and Funding Advisory Council, with
good representation from MWF, developed
reasonable and practical recommendations for
changes in license fee structure to alleviate this
situation. However, their recommendations have
already been watered down by the Environmental
Quality Council (EQC) and who knows how
their recommendations will be handled in the
Legislature. MWF needs to weigh in to ensure
that the recommendations are enacted.
Lastly, I’d like to pose a question regarding
the priority MWF should place on major
XQ¿QLVKHG RU HPHUJLQJ ZLOGOLIH FRQVHUYDWLRQ
work. To what degree should we limit our
efforts to holding on to what we have versus
taking on new, contentious issues? How we
address this question will, in part, dictate how
MWF approaches the 2015 legislature. Should
we focus on short-term and reactionary problem
solving or should we devote time and energy to
PRUHGLI¿FXOWORQJWHUPFRQVHUYDWLRQQHHGV"
Any number of factors can place wildlife “at

risk.” For bighorn sheep, pneumonia induced
mortality is one. Bighorn sheep populations
KDYHH[SHULHQFHGVLJQL¿FDQWSQHXPRQLDUHODWHG
mortality– some of which can be traced to
exposure to domestic sheep. Adding insult to
injury, we cannot reintroduce bighorn sheep into
traditional or suitable habitat that is proximate
to existing domestic sheep operations because
of the disease threat. For a species that is
prized so highly by sportsmen and valued by
wildlife enthusiasts everywhere, this situation is
inexcusable.
MWF could play a larger role in promoting
research on disease transmission, seeking
options to reduce interaction between domestic
and wild sheep, and reestablishing new bighorn
populations. This would generate concern from
wool growers and legislators, but I am personally
FRQ¿GHQWWKDWDZLQZLQVLWXDWLRQH[LVWV:HMXVW
have to make it a priority.
The bison is the icon of the American West
and once outnumbered all other big game of the
Great Plains. Today, wild bison are restricted
to a few small, isolated populations. MWF is
on record supporting bison restoration. Some
legislators oppose this idea and we can expect
a variety of bills addressing the situation and
preventing development of a statewide bison
management plan.
Reestablishing wild bison where they have
EHHQDEVHQWIRURYHUDFHQWXU\ZLOOEHGLI¿FXOW
MWF could play a major role in framing the
debate and helping determine how, when, where
and if, wild bison are reestablished in the “Last
Best Place.”
Where do you think MWF’s emphasis
could and should be in the coming months? In
survey after survey, you rank “working with
the legislature” as your major expectation from
MWF and the most important contribution that
MWF provides its members. With your help,
working as team and a federation, we can achieve
great things for the wildlife and sportsmen of
Montana. We can show, once again, that MWF
is the organization that “protects and enhances
Montana’s public wildlife, lands, waters, and
IDLUFKDVHKXQWLQJDQG¿VKLQJKHULWDJH´
Share your ideas and comments with Skip
Kowalski at skipmwf@bitterroot.com.
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NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION HUNTER ANGLER WORKING GROUP

REBUILDING A SPORTSMEN’S FEDERATION
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$ODUPLQJGHFOLQHVRI$PHULFD¶VJDPHDQG
¿VK UHVRXUFHV EURXJKW ORFDO DQG VWDWH ZLOG
OLIHJURXSVWRJHWKHULQDWWKH¿UVW1RUWK
$PHULFDQ :LOGOLIH &RQIHUHQFH LQ :DVKLQJ
WRQ '& 7KH 1DWLRQDO:LOGOLIH )HGHUDWLRQ
1:)  ZDV ERUQ RXW RI WKDW KLVWRULF FRQ
IHUHQFH ZLWK WKH SXUSRVH RI XQLWLQJ ZLOGOLIH
JURXSV LQWR D SRZHUIXO QDWLRQDO YRLFH IRU
$PHULFD¶V ZLOGOLIH  2YHU WLPH KXQGUHGV RI
WKRXVDQGV RI WKHVH ORFDO VWDWH UHJLRQDO DQG
QDWLRQDO JURXSV RI VSRUWVPHQ DQG ZRPHQ
VXFFHVVIXOO\SURWHFWHG¿VKDQGZLOGOLIHKDEL
WDWDQGUHVWRUHGPDQ\ZLOGOLIHSRSXODWLRQV
Today, however, the collective strength of this
unique wildlife conservation coalition has become fragmented. Old and new challenges in
protecting wildlife and maintaining our sportsmen and women heritage continues to be at risk.
NWF’s national sportsmen initiative is poised to
address these threats and guard our heritage.
Hunters and anglers are passionate about and
understand the connection between wild and
healthy wildlife habitat and great hunting and
angling experiences. However, relatively few
sportsmen have engaged with the public processes that can protect and conserve these resources. Moreover, more than 34 million hunters and anglers are not associated with a state or
national sportsmen conservation organization.
Of those 20% that do belong to a national organization, most are engaged in raising money for
on-the-ground habitat projects. While these efforts are important, there has not been a coordinated effort on behalf of sportsmen and women
to address high level state and federal policy decisions that impacts all habitats.
NWF is in a unique position to engage both
leadership of single species organizations and
XQDI¿OLDWHGVSRUWVPHQDQGZRPHQ7RWKDWHQG
NWF is rebuilding a strong and robust sportsPHQQHWZRUNWKDWZLOOJLYHYRLFHWRXQDI¿OLDWHG
individuals that wish to help re-establish wild-
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life conservation as a national priority and advance our sportsmen conservation agenda at the
state, regional and national level. State wildlife
DI¿OLDWHV OLNH WKH 0RQWDQD :LOGOLIH )HGHUDWLRQ
will be a key partner in this effort.
Working in partnership with state wildlife federations, NWF has developed a sportsmen agenGD UHÀHFWLQJ WKH SULRULWLHV RI $PHULFDQV ZKR
KXQWDQG¿VK7KHSULRULWLHVLQFOXGH
 Access and Opportunity
 Habitat Degradation and Fragmentation
 Water
 Science-based Fish and Wildlife Management
 Wildlife and Habitat Funding
 Hunter and Angler Recruitment and Retention
7KHJUHDWHVWFKDOOHQJHIRUWKHKXQWLQJDQG¿VKLQJFRPPXQLW\LVWRPDNH¿VKDQGZLOGOLIHFRQservation a core American value again. We also

need to implement more meaningful landscapelevel planning policies that guide resource extraction, development, and management of our
public lands and waters. Habitat fragmentation
and degradation are immediate threats that imSHULOWKHIXWXUHRI¿VKDQGZLOGOLIHSRSXODWLRQV
and we are compelled to defend our heritage of
KXQWLQJDQG¿VKLQJE\HQVXULQJWKDWWKHLQWHJULW\
of our public lands is not diminished or sold off
to the highest bidder.
Together, with the Montana Wildlife FederaWLRQRWKHUVWDWHZLOGOLIHDI¿OLDWHVDQGFRQVHUYDtion partners, NWF is inspiring Americans to
ensure that future generations of hunters and anglers can enjoy access to our public lands and
KHDOWK\SRSXODWLRQVRI¿VKDQGZLOGOLIH
John Gale is the Sportsmen’s Outreach Campaign Manager for the National Wildlife Federation. Reach him at galej@nwf.org.

PRIVATE LANDS/PUBLIC WILDLIFE COUNCIL

IMPROVING
@ ;!ø

UNTERҺLANDOWNER RELATIONS

communications and relationships among
RXW¿WWHUVODQGRZQHUVKXQWHUVDQG0RQWDQD
 7KH3ULYDWH/DQG3XEOLF:LOGOLIH&RXQFLO Fish, Wildlife, & Parks, increasing public
3/3: LVDJRYHUQRUDSSRLQWHGFRPPLWWHH DFFHVVWRSULYDWHSURSHUW\DQGRXW¿WWHGODQGV
FRPSULVHGRIKXQWHUVODQGRZQHUVRXW¿WWHUV LPSURYLQJKXQWHUFRPSOLDQFHZLWKODZVDQG
recognizing good behavior.
OHJLVODWRUVDQGDQ):3&RPPLVVLRQHU
At the end of August, the Council released a
7KHFRPPLWWHHPDNHVUHFRPPHQGDWLRQV
set of draft recommendations to achieve these
UHODWHGWR0RQWDQDKXQWLQJDQG¿VKLQJ
goals. These recommendations focus on:
DFFHVVSURJUDPVODQGRZQHUKXQWHUDQG
1. collecting and reporting better information
RXW¿WWHUUHODWLRQVKLSVDQGRWKHUODQGVDQG
about which public lands have legal public
ZLOGOLIHLVVXHV6HYHUDO0:)OHDGHUVKDYH
DFFHVV
EHHQVHUYLQJRQWKH&RXQFLOGHGLFDWLQJORQJ
2. providing landowner elk-permit incentives
KRXUVWRKHOSLQJLPSURYHUHODWLRQVEHWZHHQ
WRDOORZSXEOLFHONKXQWLQJ
ODQGRZQHUVDQGKXQWHUV
3. revising the nonresident hunting license for
QRQUHVLGHQWIDPLO\PHPEHUVDQG
Council members worked over the past eight
4. promoting responsible hunter behavior
months to develop draft recommendations to
and improving hunter and landowner
help achieve a number of goals, including:
relationships.
maximizing access to public lands, improving

  2QWKH¿QDOSRLQWWKH&RXQFLO
recommended expanding the Montana HunterLandowner Stewardship Project. This webbased education program promotes responsible
hunter behavior and helps encourage good
hunter/landowner relationships in Montana.
Some landowners are already using the
program as a tool to promote responsible hunter
behavior, either by posting signs provided by
FWP to indicate the ranch supports the project.
Many hunters who have completed the course
have indicated that information provided
through the program has helped them be more
aware of the many issues associated with
private land and public access.
After hearing comments from the public, the
&RXQFLOZLOOSDVVWKHLU¿QDOUHFRPPHQGDWLRQV
on to FWP, the Legislature, and the Governor
for action.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

FOCUSING ON FUTURE DECADES
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Public opinion in favor of land conservation
and wilderness protection is a testament to the
effectiveness of these laws. Poll after poll show
 6HSWHPEHU   ZDV DQ LPSRUWDQW GD\ that people overwhelmingly support both of
IRUFRQVHUYDWLRQLQ$PHULFD2QWKDWGD\ these laws in concept and in practice. People
\HDUVDJR3UHVLGHQW/\QGRQ-RKQVRQVLJQHG from all walks of life and all ends of the political
LQWR ODZ WZR RI RXU QDWLRQ¶V PRVW LPSRUWDQW spectrum support conservation. Despite a lot of
FRQVHUYDWLRQ ODZV WKH /DQG DQG :DWHU EXPSVDQG¿JKWVRYHUWKH\HDUVWKH/:&)DQG
&RQVHUYDWLRQ )XQG /:&)  $FW DQG WKH Wilderness Act have worked. And they continue
to work for Montanans.
:LOGHUQHVV$FW
In signing the LWCF and the Wilderness
Over the last half century, the LWCF and the Act into law, President Johnson remarked “We
:LOGHUQHVV$FWKDYHERWKKDGDSURIRXQGEHQH¿W know that America cannot be made strong by
for wildlife and people. That’s not to say that either leadership which reacts only to the needs or the
law has been without controversy. Over the years, irritations or the frustrations of the moment. True
conservationists and other stakeholders have had leadership must provide for the next decade and
PDQ\ ¿JKWV DERXW ERWK SURJUDPV  6RPHWLPHV not merely the next day.”
President Johnson’s words provide wise advice
WKHVH¿JKWVKDYHEHHQEHWZHHQGLIIHUHQWLQWHUHVWV
JURXSV DQG VRPHWLPHV WKHVH ¿JKWV KDYH EHHQ for MWF as we look to the many challenges that
within the conservation community. Every face us today.
To
be
sure,
discussion about protecting
MWF
tackles
a
an area as wilderness “We know that America cannot be
lot of important
evokes important questions made strong by leadership which
issues: conservation
about land management
reacts only to the needs or the
funding,
forest
and community values.
management, wildlife
Likewise, the decision irritaࣅons or the (r<straࣅons o(
disease, endangered
to spend LWCF funds the momentU r<e leadership m<st
species, big game
acquiring land or access is pro=ide (or the ne?t decade and not
management, water
often controversial. Once merely the ne?t dayUZ d resident
quality,
hunting
lands are protected under
Lyndon
B.
Johnson
license
allocation,
either law, the debate over
land protection...the
management will continue –
often with even more intensity and controversy. list goes on. No other organization in Montana
But at the end of the day, there’s no denying faces the breadth of issues that MWF is routinely
that both the LWCF and Wilderness Act have asked to tackle: our mission calls on us to protect
KDG D SURIRXQG EHQH¿W IRU 0RQWDQD¶V ZLOGOLIH the public trust and science-based wildlife
and people. For all the individual details and management, maintain and manage habitat
local disputes, when you look at the big picture, for all of Montana’s wildlife, and protect and
these laws have resulted in the protection of HQKDQFH DFFHVV IRU KXQWLQJ ¿VKLQJ DQG RWKHU
millions of acres of habitat for wildlife and land outdoor recreation.
Face with such a broad agenda, MWF can only
IRUSHRSOHWRKXQW¿VKDQGHQMR\WKHRXWGRRUV
They’ve maintained the lands and waters that succeed by focusing on long-term conservation
support unmatched recreational opportunities, wins. When we look at the many disputes and
a sustainable multi-billion dollar outdoor controversies that arise in the Legislature, the
HFRQRP\DQGDZD\RIOLIHWKDWGH¿QHVWKH/DVW Fish and Wildlife Commission, and Congress.
We need to ask ourselves: is this issue an
Best Place.

“irritation of the moment” or does this “provide
for the next decade?”
When we look at access issues, as highlighted
LQ1LFN*HYRFN¶VVWRU\DUHZH¿JKWLQJWRRSHQ
a single road or are we working to put in place a
new approach statewide that protects sportsmen’s
access to public lands and public waters?
When we consider the Endangered Species
Act, are we talking about individual animals or
are we talking about long-term efforts to work
with private landowners to protect habitat and
prevent species from becoming endangered?
7KHVWRULHVRQSDJHSRLQWWRWKHEHQH¿WVRID
long-term, collaborative approach.
When we think about federal land management,
are we letting political activists drive the agenda
with their talk of taking over and selling off
IHGHUDO ODQGV"  7KDW¶V DQ LPSRUWDQW ¿JKW ZH
need to have – but we also need to advocate for
long-term public land management that includes
better forest management, bold conservation
ideas like the protection of backcountry lands,
and responsible energy development, discussed
elsewhere in this issue.
Some of MWF’s biggest victories have indeed
“provided for the next decade.” The Stream
Access Law thirty years ago set the bar for public
DFFHVVWRSXEOLFZDWHUVJLYLQJXVWKHEHVW¿VKLQJ
LQWKH:HVW2XUYLFWRU\LQSDVVLQJ,¿IWHHQ
years ago to ban game farms was a landmark win
for the public trust and the health of our wildlife
resources. Every day we see new headlines
around the nation as sportsmen, conservationists
and wildlife managers in other states struggle
to contain the spread of wildlife diseases due to
FRQ¿QHGJDPHRSHUDWLRQV
By focusing on bold, long-term actions and
not getting distracted by the “irritations of the
moment,” we can ensure that MWF leaves a
legacy for future generations of Montanans.
MWF Executive Director Dave Chadwick is at
dchadwick@mtwf.org.

WELCOME NEW MWF MEMBERS
THE MONTANA WILDLIFE FEDERATION CONTINUES TO GROW! THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE HAVE JOINED
MWF AS ASSOCIATE MEMBERS SINCE OUR LAST NEWSLETTER:
Don Woerner (Laurel, MT)
A1#er M$Der1oħ (-ll-n+9, MT)
Joe Howry (Ventura, CA)
Allen Moo9 (-ll-n+9, MT)
S,arl- -ner (-ll-n+9, MT)
S6en$er rown (-ll-n+9, MT)
Lorene o+erty (-ll-n+9, MT)
De#ra ono+o(90y (-ll-n+9, MT)
Dana Morrell (-ll-n+9, MT)
Drew Mar9, (-ll-n+9, MT)

et, Ha,n an& Dru Carr (M-99oula, MT)
Jeø(rey Har&-n+ (Two -=er9, W )
Jeø Two,-+ (M-99oula, MT)
Carleen on&er (=an&o, MT)
W-ll-a1 oone (Colu1#-a all9, MT)
Jo,n ere+oy (ol9on, MT)
Au&-e owen9 ( -re#au+,, CA)
aul le99-n+, Mo,all, D)
Joe Howry (Ventura, CA)

PLEASE ALSO WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS OF OUR WILDLIFE LEGACY COUNCIL:
Dou+la9 re-tA#er+ (ewtown S7uare, A)
-ll Marধn (al-96ell, MT)
o99 r-$0le1eyer ( n&-ana, A)
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SPORTSMEN WORKING TOGETHER TO PROTECT HABITAT AND ACCESS

CONSERVING BACKCOUNTRY PUBLIC LANDS
By Joel Webster
,'3&38'339'='£;329'8=!ধ32
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)HGHUDOSXEOLFODQGVDYDLODEOHWRVSRUWVPHQ
LQ %LJ 6N\ &RXQWU\ DUH QRW OLPLWHG WR RXU
QDWLRQDOIRUHVWVDQGZLOGOLIHUHIXJHV0RQWDQD
KXQWHUV DQG DQJOHUV KDYH PRUH WKDQ HLJKW
PLOOLRQDFUHVRI%XUHDXRI/DQG0DQDJHPHQW
%/0  SXEOLF ODQGV WR HQMR\ DQG H[SORUH
0RVW %/0 ODQGV LQ 0RQWDQD DUH ORFDWHG LQ
WKH VRXWKZHVW FHQWUDO DQG HDVWHUQ SDUWV RI
WKHVWDWHDQGWKH\SURYLGHLPSRUWDQWSXEOLF
KXQWLQJDQG¿VKLQJDFFHVVDQGNH\KDELWDWIRU
VSHFLHVOLNHPXOHGHHUHONDQGSURQJKRUQDV
ZHOODVZLOGWURXWDQGXSODQGELUGV
While many BLM lands in Montana consist
of small blocks and isolated parcels, sizeable
areas can be found north and south of the Missouri
River Breaks, in the Pryor Mountains and in the
Beaverhead country. Some of these lands are
undeveloped backcountry and offer great hunting.
Despite the importance of backcountry BLM
lands for wildlife and hunting, these areas are
facing pressure from energy development and
intensive motorized recreation, not to mention a
relentless onslaught of noxious weeds. Montana
is no exception, and unless conserved and – as
necessary – restored, the best BLM lands could
be industrialized, degraded and changed forever.
Fortunately, sportsmen have an opportunity to
ensure the responsible management of some of
Montana’s best BLM public lands.
Like the U.S. Forest Service, the BLM is
required to create and revise land use plans that
determine how public land will be managed
over a 15-25 year period. Right now, the BLM
is revising land use plans for 123 million acres
across the West, including 6.2 million acres in

Photo by Joel Webster

Montana. Backcountry BLM lands such as the
Crooked Creek Breaks northeast of Lewistown
and the Frenchman Creek area northeast of Malta
are being evaluated by the agency to determine
their future management. These planning
processes are a chance to conserve some of the
best trophy bull elk and mule deer buck hunting
in the state.
In response to this opportunity inside Montana
and across the West, a coalition of sporting
organizations – nearly 100 strong and growing,
including MWF – is taking the lead to shape a
new BLM conservation tool from the bottom-up
WKDW VDIHJXDUGV ¿VK DQG ZLOGOLIH KDELWDW ZRUNV
IRU RXU FRPPXQLWLHV DQG EHQH¿WV RXU RXWGRRU
heritage. Called Backcountry Conservation
Areas, this management approach is being

proposed locally through BLM public land use
planning processes to conserve, restore, maintain
and enhance intact and undeveloped lands
ZLWK KLJK TXDOLW\ ¿VK DQG ZLOGOLIH KDELWDW DQG
dispersed sporting opportunities.
Backcountry Conservation Areas would:
 conserve backcountry BLM lands from
GHYHORSPHQW
 prioritize management activities that restore
KDELWDWVDQGFRQWUROQR[LRXVZHHGV
 VXVWDLQSXEOLFDFFHVVWRSXEOLFODQGV
 maintain traditional uses of the land that are
LPSRUWDQWWRUXUDOFRPPXQLWLHV
 resolve frustration and gridlock over the
management of high quality public lands.
Contact Joel Webster at jwebster@trcp.org.

THE MONTANA OUTDOOR HALL OF FAME

HONORING CONSERVATION CHAMPIONS
@ ;!ø
2YHUWKHODVWWZHOYHPRQWKV0:)KDVEHHQ
ZRUNLQJZLWKWKH0RQWDQD+LVWRULFDO6RFLHW\
0RQWDQD :LOGHUQHVV $VVRFLDWLRQ 0RQWDQD
7URXW 8QOLPLWHG 0RQWDQD )LVK :LOGOLIH
DQG 3DUNV 0RQWDQD¶V 2XWGRRU /HJDF\
)RXQGDWLRQDQGWKH&LQQDEDU)RXQGDWLRQWR
ODXQFK WKH 0RQWDQD 2XWGRRU +DOO RI )DPH
7KH+DOORI)DPHZLOOKRQRULQGLYLGXDOVERWK
OLYLQJDQGSRVWKXPRXVZKRPDGHVLJQL¿FDQW
DQG ODVWLQJ FRQWULEXWLRQV WR WKH UHVWRUDWLRQ
DQG FRQVHUYDWLRQ RI 0RQWDQD¶V ZLOGOLIH DQG
ZLOGSODFHV
7KH¿UVWEDWFKRIWZHOYH+DOORI)DPHLQGXFWHHV
has already been selected by the planning
committee and will be honored in an induction
ceremony on December 6, 2014. Going forward,
the Hall of Fame will take public nominations.
The focus of the awards is not only to recognize
Montana’s historical and contemporary
conservation leaders, but also to capture the
stories of these individuals in an effort to

contribute to public awareness and education.
By celebrating the accomplishments of these
men and women who contributed so much to
Montana, we can inspire future generations
to work to protect the Treasure State’s natural
resources and outdoor traditions.
Conservation leader and long-time MWF
member Jim Posewitz has been the force behind
the creation of the Montana Hall of Fame. Jim
had the idea after attending the 7th annual
Wyoming Outdoor Hall of Fame banquet as a
guest speaker. When he returned to Montana,
he approached various non-governmental
organizations, the Montana Historical Society,
and the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife
and Parks to create an Outdoor Hall of Fame for
Montana.
7KH¿UVWEDWFKRILQGXFWHHVWRWKH+DOORI)DPH
include people from all periods of Montana’s
history and all walks of life. They will include
VRPH SXEOLF KLVWRULFDO ¿JXUHV DQG DGYRFDWHV
who have worked for conservation in Montana
“from territorial legislators, to activists in the
1930’s and 40’s, all the way to the present date,”

says Posewitz. Several people with strong ties to
MWF are in the inaugural class.
The induction awards and ceremony will be held
at the Great Northern Hotel in Helena December
6. The event will be an exciting celebration
of the inductees’ contribution to Montana’s
conservation legacy, and all Montanans are
invited to attend.
Tickets for the December 6 event can be
purchased at mtoutdoorlegacy.org.
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THE LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

50 YEARS OF FUNDING FOR PUBLIC ACCESS
#@ ;!ø
    UHSUHVHQWV WKH WK DQQLYHUVDU\ RI
WKH /DQG DQG :DWHU &RQVHUYDWLRQ )XQG
/:&)  WKH QDWLRQ¶V SUHPLHU SURJUDP
WR SURWHFW RXWGRRU ODQGV DQG UHFUHDWLRQDO
RSSRUWXQLW\  /:&)  SDVVHG &RQJUHVV ZLWK
VWURQJELSDUWLVDQVXSSRUWGXULQJWKHVXPPHU
RIDQGZDVVLJQHGE\3UHVLGHQW/\QGRQ
-RKQVRQRQ6HSWHPEHU
The LWCF was created to set aside a portion
of federal revenues from offshore oil and gas
development to support the protection of public
lands and waters. It represented a new model,
in which the federal funding from development
would be dedicated back into conservation. The
LWCF is supposed to provide a total of $900
million/year. Unfortunately, Congress has almost
always diverted LWCF dollars to pay for other
government programs, allowing only a fraction
of the intended funding into land protection.
Despite the diversion of funds, the LWCF
has been one of our nation’s most successful
FRQVHUYDWLRQSURJUDPV2YHUWKHODVW¿IW\\HDUV
LWCF has still resulted in about $16 billion in
spending nationwide, protecting everything
from national forest wilderness lands to urban
parks. Montana has received over $400 million
in funding to protect important lands in the
Blackfoot Valley, on the Rocky Mountain Front
and all over the state.
   ,Q DGGLWLRQ WR SURWHFWLQJ KDELWDW IRU ¿VK DQG
wildlife, LWCF has also been an important tool
for expanding access for hunters, anglers, and
other outdoors enthusiasts.
Even though Montana has 23 million acres
of public land, these areas can sometimes be

located behind private property or in areas that
are otherwise inaccessible. Acquisition of a
crucial parcel of land from a willing private
seller can help open up tens of thousands of
acres of adjacent public land. Over the years,
LWCF funding has helped purchase crucial
access points for hunters, anglers, backpackers,
and other public land users.
LWCF also provides funding to Montana Fish,
Wildlife, and Parks to improve public access.
These grants to the state help fund recreational
LQIUDVWUXFWXUHOLNHWUDLOVDQG¿VKLQJDFFHVVVLWHV
,Q IDFW DOPRVW WZRWKLUGV RI 0RQWDQD¶V ¿VKLQJ
access sites have been funded in part by LWCF.
0RQWDQDQVKXQW¿VKDQGHQMR\UHFUHDWLRQRQ
public lands at a higher rate than residents of
any other Western state. By providing funding

to conserve public lands and expand public
access to those lands, LWCF helps protect our
outdoor heritage and our quality of life. It’s not
surprising then, that Montanans overwhelmingly
support LWCF: a poll last June found that 71
percent of Montanans support LWCF.
Because Montanans love our public lands
so much, LWCF also enjoys strong bipartisan
support from our Congressional delegation.
Senator Jon Tester, Senator John Walsh, and
Congressman Steve Daines have all been
champions for funding the LWCF. They have
also introduced legislation to use funds to expand
access, including Senator Tester’s SPORT Act
(S. 1660) and Congressman Daines’s Making
Public Lands Public Access Act (H.R. 3962).
,3;3#@ '2''2;A

CLEAN WATER RULE HELPS HUNTERS AND ANGLERS
$$'99$32ࣅ2<'&(8316+

state’s laws to put an end to this problem. It’s
WLPH WR KROG SXEOLF RI¿FLDOV DFFRXQWDEOH $QG
it’s time to ask prospective lawmakers where
they stand on this issue and whether they would
vote to support proactive measures to end illegal
roadblocks.
This is not a partisan issue and it never has
been. This is a Montana issue, and it’s time we
get active. We not only highlight the problem
– we propose solutions. There are several bills
that MWF will be bringing in the 2015 Montana
Legislature to address this issue. And despite
some claims to the contrary, these measures
don’t infringe on private property rights. What
they will do is strengthen public property rights.
So look for the report. Ask your prospective
OHJLVODWRUV DQG ORFDO RI¿FLDOV ZKHUH WKH\ VWDQG
on this issue. And be prepared to join us as we
work to improve public access to our public
lands.
Nick Gevock is MWF’s Conservation Director.
Reach him at ngevock@mtwf.org.

SPEAK UP FOR CLEAN WATER
#@!='-;£3ø
!ধ32!£-£&£-(' '&'8!ধ32





*RRGZDWHUIRZOKXQWLQJLVGHSHQGHQWRQD
QXPEHURIIDFWRUV&KLHIDPRQJWKHPLVWKH
SUHVHQFHRIDORWRILQWDFWZHWODQGVZLWKFOHDQ
ZDWHU LQ WKH EUHHGLQJ DUHDV RI GXFNV DQG
JHHVH 7KH VDPH LGHD JRHV IRU JRRG ¿VKLQJ
$PSOHFOHDQZDWHULQRXUULYHUVDQGVWUHDPV
LVHVVHQWLDO
No federal law is more important to improving
water quality, stemming the tide of wetlands
loss, and reducing sediment and pollution in our
waters than the Clean Water Act. That being said,
over the last decade two Supreme Court cases
(S.W.A.N.C.C v. Army Corps of Engineers and
Rapanos v. U.S.) have cast doubt and confusion
on more than thirty years’ worth of Clean
Water Act regulations and implementation. In
particular, the Army Corps of Engineers and
the Environmental Protection Agency’s ability
to regulate isolated wetlands and intermittent
streams has been in limbo.
As a result, 60% of the country’s steam miles
are at risk of pollution and destruction, and the
rate of wetlands loss has increased by 140%. In
short, the Supreme Courts cases threaten our

¿VKLQJDQGKXQWLQJKHULWDJH
Fortunately, the Army Corps and the EPA have
issued a draft rule that would clarify their roles.
Under the proposed rule, they would again
have authority to regulate isolated wetlands and
intermittent and ephemeral streams. Essentially,
the proposal would give the agencies most, but
QRWDOORIWKHDXWKRULW\WKDWWKH\KDGIRUWKH¿UVW
thirty years of the Clean Water Acts existence.
The rule would not just clarify which water
bodies are eligible for protection—it would also
spell out which ones are not. The proposed rule
VSHFL¿FDOO\ H[FOXGHV PDQ\ PDQPDGH GLWFKHV
ponds, and irrigation systems, and it preserves
the Clean Water Act’s existing exemptions for
normal farming, ranching, and forestry practices.
In this way, the proposed rule balances the needs
of the agricultural community with the need to
conserve the country’s precious water resources.
Hunters and anglers need to take a leadership
role in supporting the proposed rule. Just like
we did in the early 1970s when the original
Clean Water Act was passed, sportsmen and
sportswomen need to speak out in support. Our
outdoor heritage is at stake.
For more information on the proposed rule and
WR VXEPLW RI¿FLDO FRPPHQWV RQ LW SOHDVH JR WR
http://www2.epa.gov/uswaters.





PUBLIC WANTS TO BALANCE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AND WILDLIFE

SUPPORT GROWS FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY
#@ ;!ø
$FFRUGLQJ WR D QHZ SROO 0RQWDQDQV DQG
RWKHU :HVWHUQHUV DUH LQ IDYRU RI ZLQG DQG
VRODU RQ SXEOLF ODQGV DQG WKH\ ZDQW FRQVHU
YDWLRQ WR EH D FRPSRQHQW RI GHYHORSPHQW
7KLV SROO VKRZV WKDW ZH FDQ KDYH UHVSRQVLEOH
UHQHZDEOH HQHUJ\ GHYHORSPHQW  DQG WKDW
0RQWDQDQV ZDQW LW
The poll, conducted in August 2014 by Peak
Campaigns, demonstrates that support for wind
and solar projects on public lands is incredibly
high in Montana and across the West, especially
when those projects enhance wildlife conservation efforts and improve access for sportsmen
and outdoor enthusiasts.
The poll shows extremely strong bipartisan
support from western voters for renewable
energy development on public lands. In particular, voters want to see projects that give back
to wildlife through the creation of conservation
DQGPLWLJDWLRQIXQGV6XSSRUWLVZLGHUDQJLQJ
spanning all demographics, political parties and
ideological views. In Montana, 2 voters out of
3 favors renewable development that does not
reduce the amount or quality of wildlife habitat
and wild areas on public lands.
According to these poll results, voters not
only support sharing the rents paid by wind and
solar companies with counties and states where
development occurs, but want a portion of that

money to go towards conservation and recreational access. In Montana, 82% of respondents
think these rents should go towards restoring
¿VKDQGZLOGOLIHKDELWDWDQGIDYRUGLUHFWing revenue towards improving parks, refuges,
and access to outdoor recreation.
Additionally, voters favor sending renewable
energy revenue back to the counties and states
where development occurs. Among Montana
voters polled, 77% favor distributing a portion
of the revenue generated by solar and wind development on public land back to the counties,
state, land management agencies, and funding
regionally based conservation projects.
Current proposals such as the Public Land
Renewable Energy Development Act (S. 279)
sponsored by Senator Jon Tester and cosponsored in the House by Congressman Steve
Daines speak directly to the viewpoints expressed in this poll by reinvesting wind and
solar revenue into wildlife habitat and recreational access as well as paying back the states
and counties where development occurs. It is a
commonsense solution that fosters renewable
energy projects while ensuring that wildlife and
local communities don’t bear the full cost of
development impacts.
“Momentum continues to grow behind efforts
to protect and responsibly develop our natural
resources. Folks know that we can strengthen
our communities and preserve our lands and
waterways at the same time,” Tester said.

    
     
lWm
The Public Lands Renewable Energy Development Act (PLRED) will establish a pilot
compeধধve leasing program (or wind and
solar pro/ects on public landsW Part o( the
revenue (rom this leasing will be go bac0
into statesT counধesT and a Renewable Energy Resource Fund.
Counধes and states where development
occurs will each receive 25¦ o( the royalty
(undsT and be used (or road maintenanceT
public sa(ety and law en(orcementT conservaধon or access easementsT or capital (or
leveraging (ederal and state resources.
In addiধon to state and county royalধesT
PLRED will provide up to 5¦ o( generated royalধes to conservaধon (unding in
the region. Funding would support habitat
restoraধonT purchase o( access easements
to isolated bloc0s o( public landsT and
enhancements to criধcal wildli(e habitat or
game corridors. PLRED would provide the
(ramewor0 (or responsible pro/ect planning
and e?ecuধonT with long term (unding going to local communiধes and wildli(e.

PROTECTING PUBLIC LANDS FOR HABITAT AND OUTDOOR RECREATION

WILDERNESS ACT CELEBRATES 50 YEARS
#@ ;!ø
2Q 6HSWHPEHU   3UHVLGHQW /\QGRQ %
-RKQVRQ SXW KLV VLJQDWXUH RQ WKH :LOGHUQHVV
$FW XVKHULQJ LQ D QHZ HUD RI SURWHFWLRQ IRU
$PHULFD¶V SXEOLF ODQGV DQG RXWGRRU KHULWDJH
The Wilderness Act established a process for
permanently protecting public lands from road
construction, logging, mining, and other development. Under the law, wilderness lands are
permanently protected for their natural value and
KXQWLQJ ¿VKLQJ EDFNSDFNLQJ DQG RWKHU UHFUHational activities. Extractive economic activities
are prohibited, as was the construction of permanent roads and recreational facilities, and the use
of mechanized vehicles.
The Wilderness Act was the product of bipartisan effort and passed with overwhelming support. The law passed the Senate by a vote of
73-12 and in the House of Representatives with
only one dissenting vote.
In addition to creating the wilderness system,
WKH:LOGHUQHVV$FWDOVRGHVLJQDWHGWKH¿UVW
million acres of wilderness, including Montana’s
Bob Marshall Wilderness. Since 1964, just over
100 million additional acres of wilderness have
been designated nationwide.
In 1972, the 240,000 acre Scapegoat WilderQHVV ZDV GHVLJQDWHG UHSUHVHQWLQJ WKH ¿UVW ZLOderness area to be designated as a result of citizen
action rather than government agency recommendations. Local champion Cecil Garland

,3;3$3<8;'9@3( 38'9;'8=-$'38;,'82'+-32

built a grassroots coalition that ultimately earned
the bipartisan support of Montana’s Republican
Congressman and Democratic Senators.
The last wilderness to be designated in Montana was the Lee Metcalf Wilderness in the Beaverhead-Deerlodge and Gallatin National Forests. Another Montana wilderness bill passed
in 1988, but was vetoed by President Reagan.
No additional lands have been designated since
that time. All told, Montana today has about 3.5
million acres of wilderness spread out across 16
wilderness areas.
Fifty years after passing the Wilderness Act –

and thirty years since any wilderness has been
designated in Montana – Congress has several
proposals on the table to continue a bipartisan
public land conservation agenda.
Senator John Walsh’s Rocky Mountain Front
Heritage Act (S. 364) would designate about
70,000 acres of new wilderness based on a locally developed conservation plan. The bill has
overwhelming public support and awaits action.
Senator Jon Tester’s Forest Jobs and Recreation
Act (S. 37) would designate hundreds of thousands of acres of new wilderness while also expediting forest management in needed areas.
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WILDLIFE FEDERATION LEADERS NATIONWIDE CALL FOR ACTION

KEEPING PUBLIC LANDS IN PUBLIC HANDS
@!ধ32!£-£&£-(' '&'8!ধ32
,Q $XJXVW IRUPHU ,QWHULRU 6HFUHWDU\ .HQ
6DOD]DU MRLQHG &ROOLQ 2¶0DUD WKH 1DWLRQDO
:LOGOLIH )HGHUDWLRQ¶V &(2 DQG SUHVLGHQW
DQG WKH H[HFXWLYH GLUHFWRUV RI WKH 0RQWDQD
:LOGOLIH )HGHUDWLRQ 1RUWK &DUROLQD :LOGOLIH
)HGHUDWLRQ DQG 1HZ 0H[LFR :LOGOLIH
)HGHUDWLRQ WR VSHDN RXW DJDLQVW DWWHPSWV WR
VHOO RU JHW ULG RI $PHULFD¶V SXEOLF ODQGV
Earlier this year, the National Wildlife
)HGHUDWLRQ¶V  VWDWH DI¿OLDWHV XQDQLPRXVO\
approved a resolution, led by the Montana
Wildlife Federation and New Mexico Wildlife
Federation, that call for keeping public lands in
public hands. The federation leaders stressed
that wise stewardship of the lands that belong
to all Americans is a tradition that cuts across
political and social lines.
“The nation’s public lands are the birthright
and priceless heritage of all Americans. Our
policy makers and elected leaders should be
working to preserve and enhance these multiple
use economic engines,” said Salazar, who served
as Interior secretary from 2009 to 2013.
“The National Wildlife Federation, our 49
VWDWH DI¿OLDWHV DQG IRXU PLOOLRQ PHPEHUV DQG
supporters strongly support keeping our public
lands in public hands,” said O’Mara. “For more
WKDQ D FHQWXU\ SURWHFWLQJ ODQG IRU WKH EHQH¿W
all outdoor enthusiasts and wildlife has been an
essential element of the American experience—
and we must pass on this legacy to future
generations.”
The national and state wildlife federations
have worked through the years to conserve the
SXEOLFODQGVQHFHVVDU\IRU¿VKDQGZLOGOLIHDQG
KXQWLQJDQG¿VKLQJDQGZLOOFRQWLQXHWRGRVDLG
Dave Chadwick, Montana Wildlife Federation
executive director.
“Every few decades this idea of selling off
public land pops up, and public opinion always
beats it back. Meanwhile, the challenges facing
our national forests and other public lands have
continued to grow,” Chadwick added. “We need
RXUHOHFWHGRI¿FLDOVWRTXLWZDVWLQJWLPHRQWKHVH
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speculative, ideological proposals and instead
take action on the common-sense, collaborative
efforts under way all over the country to improve
land management.”
“Sportsmen and women and wildlife watchers
in the Southeast value our public lands, from

We need o<r elected oăcials to 7<it
wasࣅng ࣅme on these spec<laࣅ=eS
ideological proposals and instead
take acࣅon on the commondsenseS
collaboraࣅ=e eøorts <nder way all
o=er the co<ntry to impro=e land
management.
the Appalachians to the coast. We also value the
Western lands and their abundant wildlife, big
RSHQ VSDFHV DQG JUHDW KXQWLQJ DQG ¿VKLQJ:H
stand with our fellow sportsmen and women in
defending public lands and protecting the special
places that offer some of the best of what this
country is about,” said Tim Gestwicki, North

Carolina Wildlife Federation CEO.
“Sportsmen are on the front line in this effort
to prevent the transfer of federal public lands.
7KHVHDUHWKHYHU\ODQGVZKHUHZHKXQWDQG¿VK
and where we pass on those traditions to our kids.
The idea that somehow our federal public lands
are dispensable is an affront to all hunters and
anglers, and we are determined to protect these
lands for ourselves and for future generations,”
said Garrett VeneKlasen, executive director of
the New Mexico Wildlife Federation.
The conservation leaders were joined by Peter
Metcalf, CEO and president of Black Diamond,
Inc., a leading manufacturer of outdoor sports
equipment and clothing.
“No other country in the world has the public
land infrastructure that we have. There’s such a
richness of landscape and wildlife. Our public
lands and outdoor recreation and lifestyles are
coveted by people around the world and are a
draw for communities and employers competing
for new businesses and workers,” Metcalf said.

V  R
On September 27th, Montanans will
celebrate aধonal unধng and Fishing
Day and aধonal Public Lands Day by
demanding that our public lands stay in
public hands.

At high noon on Saturday the 27th,
hunters, anglers, hi0ers, horsemen, and
Montanans o( all stripes will converge in
elena to set up el0 camp on the Capitol
lawn.

The threat o( selling oø public lands has
never been greater. Right now, radical
poliধcians are crađing plans to dispose o(
our public lands. They want to ta0e our
naধonal (orests, grasslands, and other
public lands and sell them oø to the highest
bidder, closing oø our access.

We plan to send a clear message to state
and (ederal decision-ma0ersV 0eep your
hands oø our outdoor heritage.

We need to show them that Montanans
want to 0eep our public lands in public
hands. For our (amilies, (or (uture
generaধons, we have to )ght bac0.

undreds o( Montanans are e?pected to
aħend (rom all corners o( the state. uses
will be running (rom several ma/or ciধes.
Lunch will also be provided (or every
parধcipant.
For more in(ormaধon, contact MWF at
mwf@mtwf.org or (406) 458-0227.
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PREVENTING WILDLIFE FROM BECOMING ENDANGERED

PROTECTIONS PROPOSED FOR SAGE GROUSE
@ ;!ø
2Q 6HSWHPEHU  *RYHUQRU 6WHYH %XOORFN
VLJQHG DQ H[HFXWLYH RUGHU HVWDEOLVKLQJ D 0RQ
WDQD 6DJH *URXVH +DELWDW &RQVHUYDWLRQ 3UR
JUDP 7KH SURJUDP DLPV WR DYRLG DQ (QGDQ
JHUHG 6SHFLHV $FW (6$ OLVWLQJ IRU WKH VDJH
JURXVH E\ SURWHFWLQJ WKH ELUG¶V KDELWDW IURP
GHYHORSPHQW DQG IUDJPHQWDWLRQ
An icon of the West the sage grouse has been
in decline for decades due to a range of threats.
to the sage habitats on which it depends. Western states are currently developing conservation
plans in the hopes of conserving enough habitat
to prevent the need to list the sage grouse under
the ESA. If the sage grouse were listed, would
impact a range of land use activities and likely
engender a considerable political blowback on
endangered species conservation.
“Montanans recognize that it is in the best
interest of our state, its economy, and our quality of life, to maintain state management of the
Greater Sage-grouse,” Bullock said of the executive order. “Through a public process, and

the work of a diverse group of stakeholders,
we’ve developed a dynamic, and science-based
approach to ensure this bird remains under state
management, and is not listed under the Endangered Species Act.”
The Sage Grouse Habitat Conservation Program is based on the recommendations of an advisory council that met during 2013-2014. The
program will include restrictions on oil and gas
drilling and other development activity in important habitat areas. A central part of the program
is the conservation of habitat on private lands
through voluntary incentives for landowners.
The sage grouse executive order was hailed by
a variety of diverse interests, including several
who participated on the advisory committee.
“We appreciate the efforts and leadership
from Governor Bullock to ensure that management of the sage grouse remains in state hands,”
said Dave Galt, Executive Director of the Montana Petroleum Association.
“With an eye towards solutions, stakeholders
with diverse viewpoints have come together to
¿QG VFLHQFHEDVHG ZD\V WR HQVXUH WKDW ZH DUH
protecting this bird, while respecting the needs

of Montana ranching families,” Errol Rice, Executive Vice President of the Montana Stockgrowers Association said.
“We applaud the Governor’s willingness to
step up to the plate to launch this important conservation program. Science shows that businessas-usual will have devastating effects on sagegrouse over the long-term,” said Janet Ellis,
Program Director for Montana Audubon.
The creation of the Sage Grouse Habitat ConVHUYDWLRQ 3URJUDP UHSUHVHQWV DQ LPSRUWDQW ¿UVW
step in conserving the sage grouse and its habitat. MWF will be closely following the implementation of the executive order to ensure that
proposed conservation measures are carried out.
We will also be working with a coalition of partners to ensure that the 2015 Legislature enacts
the necessary funding for habitat protection, private land incentives, and monitoring.
Avoiding an ESA listing for the sage grouse
has the potential to be a big win for both conservation and economic interests, but it will only
succeed if sage grouse populations and habitat
are genuinely protected.

PROTECTING AGRICULTURAL LANDS AND AQUATIC HABITAT

NO ENDANGERED LISTING FOR GRAYLING
@ ;!ø
2Q $XJXVW  WKH 86 )LVK DQG :LOGOLIH
6HUYLFH ):6 DQQRXQFHG WKDW WKH 8SSHU
0LVVRXUL 5LYHU SRSXODWLRQ RI WKH $UFWLF
JUD\OLQJ GRHV QRW QHHG SURWHFWLRQ XQGHU WKH
(QGDQJHUHG 6SHFLHV $FW (6$  7KH ):6
UHDFKHG WKLV FRQFOXVLRQ DIWHU DQDO\]LQJ
HIIRUWV FDUULHG RXW E\ SULYDWH ODQGRZQHUV DQG
JRYHUQPHQW DJHQFLHV WR LPSURYH FRQGLWLRQV
IRU $UFWLF JUD\OLQJ LQ WKH 8SSHU 0LVVRXUL
5LYHU EDVLQ
7KH$UFWLFJUD\OLQJLVDFROGZDWHU¿VKUHODWHG
WR WURXW VDOPRQ DQG ZKLWH¿VK  7KH JUD\OLQJ
depends on very cold, clean waters for survival.
While abundant in Alaska and Canada, only
two populations of river-run grayling were
historically known in the lower 48 states: one in
Michigan and one in the Upper Missouri River
basin in Southwestern Montana. The Michigan
population is extinct, and the Montana population
LVQRZFRQ¿QHGWRWKH%LJ+ROH5LYHU
The Arctic grayling in the Upper Missouri
River has been a candidate for an endangered
species listing since the early 1990s. The ESA
provides very strict regulatory protections
IRU ¿VK DQG ZLOGOLIH KDELWDW  :KLOH WKLV FDQ
prevent species from disappearing completely,
the law’s requirements can also have severe
impacts on agriculture and other land uses. As
a result, federal and state wildlife managers,
conservationists, and landowners have been
working together for decades to conserve the
grayling so that it would not need to be listed.
The Arctic grayling conservation strategy
was developed and implemented partnership
with the agricultural landowners in the Big
Hole and Centennial valleys. Much of this
work was carried out through a legal agreement

Photo courtesy of Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks

known as a Candidate Conservation Agreement
with Assurances (CCAA), which provides
protections to landowners who engage in
voluntary conservation measures for imperiled
species. Over 250 conservation projects have
been implemented under the CCAA to conserve
Arctic grayling, including riparian fencing,
LUULJDWLRQ ÀRZ UHGXFWLRQV LPSURYHG LUULJDWLRQ
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH¿VKODGGHUVLPSURYHGVWRFNZDWHU
systems, and stream restoration.
These conservation efforts were supported
by a variety of programs that fund voluntary
conservation, including the FWS’s Partners for
Fish and Wildlife, the State Wildlife Grants
program, and funds from the US Department of
Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service. Private conservation organizations like

The Nature Conservancy and Trout Unlimited
also played a crucial role in working with local
landowners. As a result of this collaborative
effort, habitat quality has improved and grayling
populations have more than doubled since 2006.
“The conservation progress for Arctic grayling
would not have been possible without the
amazing support we have received from willing
landowners and other partners in the Big Hole
River and Centennial valleys” said FWS Director
Dan Ashe.
“Montana has worked to restore arctic grayling
for the past 25 years, and we’ve depended on
support from private landowners every step of
the way,” said Jeff Hagener, Director of Montana
Fish, Wildlife & Parks.





EXCERPTS AND HIGHLIGHTS OF RECENT PRESS COVERAGE

MWF IN THE NEWS
       

     
Public News Service - June 16, 2014
Wind and solar energy companies would have
an easier time leasing public lands for projects,
under a bill from Montana Sen. Jon Tester.
“It’s really a win-win-win for wildlife
conservation for hunting opportunity, and for
energy companies,” said Chadwick. “It’s also a
win for local communities, because the program
also includes an element of impact assistance.”
   
By Stan Frasier (Helena Hunters & Anglers)
Helena Independent Record - July 2, 2014
As a sportsman, I support the federal
government’s proposed Clean Power Plan and
LWV¿UVWHYHUQDWLRQDOOLPLWVRQFDUERQSROOXWLRQ
from power plants. Global warming is already
having an impact on Montana’s outdoors. Most
VXPPHUV ULYHUV QHHG WR EH FORVHG WR ¿VKLQJ
for a time due to high water temperatures and
ORZ ÀRZV :DUPHU WHPSHUDWXUHV DQG WKH WLFNV
that come with them are impacting our moose
populations, and more frequent and intense
ZLOG¿UHV DQG SLQH EHHWOH LQIHVWDWLRQV DUH
wrecking forests.

              
    
       
By Dave Chadwick
Helena Independent Record - July 28, 2014
Helena Independent Record - August 27, 2014
7KH)LVKLQJ2XW¿WWHUV$VVRFLDWLRQRI0RQWDQD
As we move into the 21st century, we simply
Invasive Species Action Network, Montana
BASS Nation, Montana Pikemasters, Montana PXVW¿QGQHZZD\VWRSD\IRUWKH¿VKZLOGOLIH
Trout Unlimited, Montana Wildlife Federation, and natural lands that make Montana the Last,
Walleyes Forever of Montana, and Walleyes Best Place. In having that debate, we are standing
Unlimited of Montana have offered rewards in RQWKHVKRXOGHUVRIJLDQWVWKH¿UVWJHQHUDWLRQRI
the thousands of dollars for information that responsible hunters and anglers who, a century
KHOSV DXWKRULWLHV ¿QG DQG SURVHFXWH EXFNHW ago, invented the conservation movement.
Today, we have an opportunity to carry on that
biologists.
legacy. By involving all Montanans in paying
for wildlife management, we can ensure that
    
RXU ZLOGOLIH UHVRXUFHV DQG KXQWLQJ DQG ¿VKLQJ
    
traditions endure for future generations.
Bozeman Daily Chronicle - August 7, 2014
Montana Wildlife Federation spokesman Nick
Gevock requested data on the plan’s effectiveness
in controlling brucellosis transmission. “This
issue is so complicated and we’re going to deal
with this for decades,” Gevock said. “But we
still have some issues with some of the concepts
in this.”

   
   
V        
   S
Helena Independent Record - August 31, 2014

While a healthy discussion over public land
management is good for the state, the debate
over a land transfer has been toxic, said Dave
Chadwick, executive director for the Montana
    
Wildlife Federation.
  
“I think it has sparked a reminder of how much
Helena Independent Record - August 12, 2014
Montanans love public lands,” he said. “This is

 Һ   The Montana Wildlife Federation sees the wolf a large privatization effort and the thought that
VWDPSDVWKH¿UVWVWHSLQJHWWLQJPRUHIXQGLQJWR they wouldn’t be sold off is just not true.”
   
¿VKDQGZLOGOLIHPDQDJHPHQWDQGSODQVWRWHVWLI\ “I think it does speak to the level of frustration,
Bozeman Daily Chronicle - June 29, 2014
in favor of the proposal, said Nick Gevock, but I don’t know what it is that makes people
go from supporting legitimate issues and go
“Montana’s public lands offer some of the best conservation director for MWF.
KXQWLQJ¿VKLQJDQGRWKHURXWGRRUUHFUHDWLRQLQ “Good wolf habitat is also good wildlife habitat down this ideological road,” said Nick Gevock,
the country, and Montanans are overwhelmingly and we should be welcoming this,” he said. conservation director for MWF.
against any proposal to sell these lands,” said “I’m not saying this proposal is perfect, but the
Dave Chadwick, Montana Wildlife Federation alternative to keeping non-consumptive users
executive director. “Our nation didn’t get into from funding wildlife is privatizing wildlife.”
MWF IS A PROUD MEMBER
debt because of our national forests and other
OF MONTANA SHARES
public lands. Balancing the budget by liquidating     
our natural heritage is bad for Montana’s quality   T   

RIOLIHDQGLVLUUHVSRQVLEOH¿VFDOSROLF\´
By Jim Vashro (Flathead Wildlife Inc)
Missoulian - August 22, 2014
     
  
 
Water is the lifeblood of Montana. And when
By Skip Kowalski (MWF President)
Montana S,are9 -9 a (e&eraধon o( 
viewed from high above, Montana’s streams,
Missoulian - July 24, 2014
Montanaf#a9e& nonf6ro)t or+an-Aarivers and lakes resemble a huge network of
ধon9 wor0-n+ to 6ro1ote our 9tateZ9
Closing government facilities never comes easy, veins and arteries pumping life through the state.
,u1an, an-1al, $ultural an& natural
but budget reductions could prove good news So how would you feel if your doctor told you 40
re9our$e9W
for wildlife along the Montana-Idaho border. percent of your circulatory system was in danger
A recent decision by the Obama administration of being damaged or clogged? That is the peril
Montana S,are9 6ro=-&e9 a way (or
to close the U.S. Sheep Experiment Station in facing our waterways...The EPA’s Waters of the
6eo6le to 9u66ort t,e-r (a=or-te $,ar-the Centennial Mountains helps reduce federal 86UXOHLVDSUDFWLFDOGH¿QLWLRQRIZKLFKZDWHUV
ধe9 t,rou+, wor06la$e +-=-n+W
H[SHQGLWXUHV DQG VKRXOG EHQH¿W WD[SD\HUV are covered by the CWA, giving clarity and certainty
wildlife and hunters. However, opposition to the public, farmers, ranchers and developers.
or 1ore -n(or1aধon, 6lea9e =-9-t t,e
is building and it will take sportsmen,
Montana S,are9 we#9-teV
conservationists and legislators to ensure that
www.montanashares.org
the closure actually occurs.
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UPDATES AND ACTIVITIES AROUND THE MONTANA WILDLIFE FEDERATION

FEDERATION NEWS
In June, Executive Director 'DYH &KDGZLFN
attended a meeting of the 5XVVHOO &RXQWU\
6SRUWVPHQ to discuss several important issues,
including access and habitat protection.
In June, the %HDU 3DZ %RZPHQ hosted
another successful shoot at the Barber Ranch.
More than 350 shooters participated in the two
day event.
In July, Executive Director 'DYH &KDGZLFN
attended the Board meeting of the 5DYDOOL
&RXQW\ )LVK DQG :LOGOLIH $VVRFLDWLRQ.

In August, 3XEOLF /DQG DQG :DWHU $FFHVV
$VVRFLDWLRQ 5DYDOOL &RXQW\ )LVK DQG :LOGOLIH
$VVRFLDWLRQ *DOODWLQ :LOGOLIH $VVRFLDWLRQ
+HOOJDWH +XQWHUV DQG $QJOHUV %HDU 3DZ
%RZPHQ %LJ 6N\ 8SODQG %LUG $VVRFLDWLRQ
&RQUDG 6SRUWVPHQ $VVRFLDWLRQ 3DUN
&RXQW\ 5RG DQG *XQ &OXE 5XVVHOO &RXQWU\
6SRUWVPHQ $VVRFLDWLRQ +HOHQD +XQWHUV DQG
$QJOHUV $QDFRQGD 6SRUWVPHQ¶V &OXE, and
)ODWKHDG :LOGOLIH ,QF joined MWF in sending
a letter to the Environmental Quality Council
opposing the proposed takeover of federal land.

SAVE THE DATE
MWF ANNUAL
MEETING
 T
 T

Over the last three months, 0:) ,QWHUQ
&KHOVHD )ULHG visited breweries in Bozeman,
Billings, Great Falls, and Lakeside for community
RXWUHDFKHYHQWV0HPEHUVDI¿OLDWHVDQGIULHQGV
came out to drink beer, chat, and raise money for
MWF. Thanks to )ODWKHDG :LOGOLIH ,QF, the
5XVVHOO &RXQWU\ 6SRUWVPHQ *DOODWLQ :LOGOLIH
In June, Conservation Director 1LFN *HYRFN /DXUHO 5RG DQG *XQ &OXE, and 3XEOLF /DQG
attended a meeting of the Board of Directors of DQG :DWHU $FFHVV $VVRFLDWLRQ for helping turn
the +HOOJDWH +XQWHUV DQG $QJOHUV
out great crowds at these events!
Over the summer, MWF Board member -RH
3HUU\ continued to chair the Private LandsPublic Wildlife Committee. MWF board
members .DWK\ +DGOH\ and 5RG %XOOLV also
served as a member of the committee.

MWF STAFF

WHAT IS THE MONTANA WILDLIFE FEDERATION?
The Montana Wildlife Federation is a statewide conservation organization dedicated to promoting
wildlife, wildlife habitat, and sportsmen’s interests. Our 5,000 members include Montanans and around
the nation.

Executive Director
Dave Chadwick
dchadwick@mtwf.org
Comptroller
Deb Lane
dlane@mtwf.org

Montana Wildlife is published quarterly by the Montana Wildlife Federation, PO Box 1175, Helena,
MT 59624-1175. Third Class postage paid at Helena, MT. Advertising, editorial, subscription and
membership correspondence should be mailed to the above address.
0RQWDQD:LOGOLIHLVWKHRI¿FLDOPHPEHUVKLSSXEOLFDWLRQRI0RQWDQD:LOGOLIH)HGHUDWLRQ6XEVFULSWLRQV
to Montana Wildlife are available for $35 per year. Editor: Dave Chadwick
OFFICERS
Skip Kowalski, President
Joe Perry, Treasurer
Tim Aldrich, Past President
Kathy Hadley, Secretary
Corey Fisher, Internal Affairs, VP
Stan Frasier, NWF Rep.

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS
Region 1 - Chuck Hunt
Region 2 - Jim Olson
Region 3 - Vacant
Region 4 - Joe Perry
Region 5 - JW Westman
Region 6 - Vacant
Region 7 - Vacant

Eastern - Vacant
Central - Conrad “Duke” Williams
Mountain - Gene Steiner
3DFL¿F&KDVH'DYLV
At-Large - Jay Gore
At-Large - Jim Vashro

 R  W 

2I¿FH0DQDJHU
Candy Noose
cnoose@mtwf.org
Conservation Director
Nick Gevock
ngevock@mtwf.org

Frontline Fundraiser
Maureen Glatzmaier

AFFILIATE CLUBS
Anaconda Sportsmen’s Club
Bear Paw Bowmen
Big Sky Upland Bird
Bitterroot Houndsmen
Conrad Sportsmen Alliance
Custer Rod & Gun Club
Flathead Wildlife, Inc.
Gallatin Wildlife Association
Great Falls Archery Club
Helena Hunters & Anglers
Hellgate Hunters & Anglers

W

Laurel Rod & Gun Club
Libby Rod & Gun Club
Medicine River Canoe Club
Park County Rod & Gun
Public Land/Water Access
Association
Ravalli County Fish and
Wildlife Association
Rosebud/Treas. Wildlife
Russell Country Sportsmen
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VOTE NO ON NEW REGISTRATION RULES ӇLR ¤ӈ

PROTECT YOUR VOTING RIGHTS

HUNT. FISH. VOTE.
November 4, 2014 is Election Day. As a
QRQSUR¿W RUJDQL]DWLRQ 0:) GRHV QRW
endorse or oppose any candidates or political
parties. There are candidates on every end of
the political spectrum who support hunting,
¿VKLQJDQGFRQVHUYDWLRQ±DQGWKHUHDUHVRPH
who do not. We encourage every Montanan to
participate in the electoral process. Vote for
what you believe in, and support candidates
who will support you.

,3;3#@3#'8;W'ø8'@

@ ;!ø
7 KLV 1RYHPEHU 0RQWDQD YRWHUV ZLOO
EH DVNHG WR YRWH RQ D UHIHUHQGXP WR WDNH
DZD\ 0RQWDQDQV DELOLW\ WR UHJLVWHU WR YRWH
RQ (OHFWLRQ 'D\ /HJLVODWLYH 5HIHUHQGXP
/5  ZRXOG FKDQJH 0RQWDQD¶V HOHFWLRQ
ODZV WR UHTXLUH YRWHUV WR UHJLVWHU E\  30
WKH )ULGD\ EHIRUH (OHFWLRQ 'D\ 3HRSOH ZKR
DUHQ¶W UHJLVWHUHG RU ZKR KDYH PRYHG VLQFH
WKH\ ODVW YRWHG ZRXOG EH XQDEOH WR H[HUFLVH
WKHLU FRQVWLWXWLRQDO ULJKW WR YRWH LI WKH\ PLVV
WKH )ULGD\ GHDGOLQH
A broad coalition of organizations helped
enact Election Day registration a decade ago in
order to protect every Montana’s constitutional
right to vote. Since that time, nearly 30,000
Montanans have registered on Election Day
and been able to vote when they might have
otherwise been excluded.
Election Day voter registration has been used
E\UHWXUQLQJYHWHUDQVVWXGHQWV¿UH¿JKWHUVDQG
other emergency personnel, and a whole host of
people who might not have the time or ability to
register early. Without Election Day registration,

many people would have to make two trips to
register and vote. This is a hardship for people
in rural areas, senior citizens, and people who
just can’t afford to take that much time off work.
Why should MWF members care about
Election Day voter registration? It goes without
saying that many Montana hunters have better
things to do with their time off in late October
than make multiple trips to their county elections
RI¿FH  0DQ\ LPSRUWDQW ZLOGOLIH PDQDJHPHQW
and conservation issues are also settled at the
ballot box. One of MWF’s biggest successes
was the ban on game farms, I-143, which only
passed by about 11,000 votes.
It isn’t clear why proponents introduced LR
LQWKH¿UVWSODFH0RQWDQD¶VHOHFWLRQV\VWHP
is generally considered to be one of the most
HI¿FLHQWDQGHIIHFWLYHLQWKHQDWLRQ([SHUWVQRWH
that we experience few of the problems that have
plagued many larger states. The referendum’s
author, Senator Alan Olson, has said that it is
intended to address problems in polling places
in past elections. However, Montana’s Secretary
of State Linda McCulloch has said that changing
the law isn’t necessary and would create more
problems than it solves.

  Z 
  
Don’t assume you are already registered to
vote! You’d be surprised how often people
move and forget to update their registration.
Check your status at https://app.mt.gov/
voterinfo/. You can register by visiting your
FRXQW\ HOHFWLRQ RI¿FH RU E\ GRZQORDGLQJ
a voter registration form from http://sos.
mt.gov/elections/ and mailing it back in.
  V  R
Early November is a busy time of year for
most Montana hunters. The good news is that
you don’t have to wait until Election Day to
cast your vote:
   - Any registered voter in
Montana can sign up to vote by mail. All you
need to do is request an absentee ballot, which
you can return by mail or in person at your
convenience. You don’t need a special reason
to use an absentee ballot. Watch your mail
for an absentee application form or download
one from the Secretary of State’s web site at
http://sos.mt.gov/elections/ and return it to
\RXUFRXQW\HOHFWLRQRI¿FH
     - In addition to signing
up to receive an absentee ballot in the mail,
you can also vote early in person starting
30 days before Election Day. Simply go to
\RXUFRXQW\HOHFWLRQRI¿FHRQDQ\ZHHNGD\
between 8 AM and 5 PM to complete the
DEVHQWHH UHJLVWUDWLRQ IRUP DQG ¿OO RXW \RXU
ballot on the spot.

a-& (or #y t,e Montana W-l&l-(e e&eraধon
 o?  Helena, MT ¤ - Joe erry, Trea9urer
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