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MWF is busier than ever this fall, fighting to protect our 
wildlife and outdoor heritage. MWF’s staff and volunteers 

are all over the state speaking up for Montana’s outdoor 
heritage, involving people in conservation, and advocating for 
science-based conservation of wildlife, water, and land. We 
are pushing back on lopsided federal land management that is 
locking out the public in favor of unnecessary and speculative 
oil and gas drilling while also pushing forward on community-based proposals 
to protect lands and waters. We are reaching out to involve more Montanans in 
tackling the challenges of elk management and protecting public access to our 
wildlife.

Whenever I get out on our public lands and waters, close to home or across the 
state, I always think about the generations of people who worked so hard before us 
to protect Montana’s big game, fish, and access so that we can enjoy it today. They 
sacrificed their time, energy, and money for us - and we need to do the same for 
future generations. Thank you for joining me in standing on the shoulders of giants 
and being part of our movement as we work to secure Montana’s outdoor heritage.

MWF Engaging Hunters on Chronic Wasting Disease 

The Montana Wildlife Federation has for 
decades rallied hunters to get actively engaged 

in solid, conservation-minded work to benefit 
wildlife. Now, with the detection of deadly 
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in several areas of 
Montana, that work is more important than ever. 

This always-fatal neurological disease is the most 
serious threat to our big game herds in Montana. 
CWD was first detected in wild deer in Carbon 
County in November 2017, and last year more than 20 animals tested positive 
along northern Montana’s Hi Line. Then this past spring, CWD was found in 
half a dozen deer in northwestern Montana in the town of Libby. 

MWF has co-hosted a series of informational meetings with FWP to better 
inform the public about the disease. We’re asking hunters to take a pledge 
that calls for hunters to follow all precautions to limit CWD’s spread, and are 
supporting Montana Sen. Jon Tester’s bill to provide additional federal funding 
to state and tribal wildlife agencies to combat CWD. 

CWD is here to stay in Montana, but with strong hunter support we can work to 
keep it to a bare minimum. We’re proud to be here to help, just as we have for 
eight decades. 

Cover Story

Last fall Kyle Mlynar invited his brother and his 
nephew to join him and his oldest daughter on 

an antlerless deer hunt in eastern Montana. They 
had three main goals for the hunt; have fun with the 
kids, expose their kids to deer hunting, and bring 
home some wild game. The cover photo features Brett 
Mlynar and his son Jason Mlynar walking out of a 
large piece of public land after an unsuccessful stalk. 
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Elk Management Fixes are High Priority for Hunters 
By Nick Gevock, MWF Conservation Director

This fall, hunters will be fanning out across Montana with both bows and 
rifles in pursuit of elk. Yet, the management of our most cherished big 

game species is as controversial as ever. 

It is the fourth season in which Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) 
is employing controversial “shoulder seasons” to address elk populations 
that exceed the targeted objective numbers. Shoulder seasons are rifle 
seasons that can extend from Aug. 15 to Feb. 15 and run throughout an 
entire hunting district. They began in 2015 on a pilot basis, but the Fish and 
Wildlife Commission has steadily increased in the number of districts in 
which they’re used. 

Shoulder seasons were originally meant only for districts that exceed the 
population objective. They required performance criteria that includes 
getting at least half of the elk harvest during the general rifle season. 
That’s important, because shoulder seasons are meant to supplement 
general season harvest, and not replace it. And they’re meant to bring elk 
populations down to the objective, then end. 

Unfortunately, FWP has proposed shoulder seasons in more than half a 
dozen districts in Region 2 that are at or under the objective population. 
In addition, when shoulder seasons began in 2016 on a large scale, in 43 
hunting districts, the agency agreed to conduct a thorough review after 
three seasons. That review is being conducted now, even as new seasons 
are under consideration. 

In August, MWF and 15 other hunting organizations sent a letter to the Fish 
and Wildlife Commission outlining our concerns with shoulder seasons. 
We emphasized that we want the agency to stick with the criteria that 
were agreed upon when the seasons began, and that we want the review 
to be completed. And we called for an end to the shoulder seasons in the 
districts where elk have reached the objective population, or are under the 
objective. 

We also requested that the agency convene a group to take a look at 
our statewide elk management plan, which was completed in 2005. We 
suggested some broad goals that an update of the statewide elk plan should 
work toward, including encouraging elk on public land, minimizing game 
damage to private lands and maximizing the number of hunters who 
participate in elk hunting. 

Montana hunters do not want shoulder seasons to become the norm, and 
replace general season harvest. We know that effective elk management 
that provides equal hunting opportunity for everyone, meets landowners 
needs to reduce game damage and maintains our fair chase hunting 

STATE POLICY UPDATE

Continued on pg. 6
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heritage requires a strong general season harvest. That’s when we should 
be hunting elk, not in mid-August and through mid-February. 

Many hunters take for granted that hunting season is in October and 
November, but this timing is more than just tradition: it is based on big 
game biology and management needs. In August, elk calves are barely 
weaned, and there can be loss of orphaned calves. And hunting late into 
winter is problematic too, because elk are in harsh winters struggling to 
survive, with bitter temperatures and deep snows.

All hunters and wildlife advocates understand that there is sometimes 
a need for targeted, point-source hunts to address damage to haystacks 
and fences. But those are meant to be limited, and primarily disperse elk. 
Hunting on such a wide scale across an entire district for six months of the 
year goes against our longstanding tradition of ethical, fair-chase hunting. 
In response to the proposal from FWP to continue shoulder seasons in 
many districts, MWF is ramping up our outreach efforts to get hunters 
engaged. We’re conducting hunter roundtables across the state where 
shoulder seasons are used on a large scale. We have also launched a 
survey online asking hunters to let us know what they want to see in elk 
management. 

MWF will continue working with other hunting organizations, private 
landowners, FWP to improve elk management that provides hunting 
opportunity, meets landowners’ needs and maintains our tradition of 
ethical, fair chase hunting. 

Contact Nick Gevock at ngevock@mtwf.org.

Continued from pg. 4
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Habitat Montana Protecting Incredible Landscapes

Montana hunters and other conservationists participated in a big 
fight when the state Land Board refused to approve a 15,000 acre 

conservation easement near Wibaux in far eastern Montana. The Horse 
Creek Complex easement guaranteed permanent public hunting access 
and protection for the Stenson family ranch, and opened a total of 20,000 
acres when including adjoining public lands. The easement was settled 
when the state Supreme Court ruled that Land Board approval isn’t 
required for conservation easements in a case in which Gov. Steve Bullock 
sued Attorney General Tim Fox over the issue. This summer, we saw how 
important that ruling was. 

The Fish and Wildlife Commission in August gave initial approval to more 
than 183,000 acres of lands projects that included major conservation 
easements. These projects like all Habitat Montana agreements will include 
permanent public hunting access. And they’ll ensure that these landscapes 
aren’t developed in the future, keeping them as working forests or 
agricultural operations that provide important habitat for big game, game 
birds and numerous non-game native wildlife species. 

The common denominator in all of these projects is the careful review they 
undergo by Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, the agreement to work with 
landowners, and the support of hunters who fund the Habitat Montana 
program. It’s part of the strong partnership we’ve enjoyed with landowners 
for decades. Thanks to the court ruling last fall, these landowners have the 
certainty that their project will see completion. 

Contact Nick Gevock at ngevock@mtwf.org.

By Nick Gevock, MWF Conservation Director
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Switching to All-Copper Bullets for Health, Conservation

Through a lot of hard work and luck my family has basically lived on 
wild game for the last 50 years. We like the taste and the health benefits 

of lean, hormone free meat. That’s why a look 10 years ago at x-rays of wild 
game shot with lead core bullets gave me pause. Fragments of lead were 
seen in a wide scatter, well beyond any blood shot meat. Although studies 
have not shown any major human health problems from lead bullets, the 
impacts of lead are well known. I need to hang onto all my brain cells, I 
figured why take the risk?

I shot standard ammunition for years with good results, then switched 
to premium ammo to get better accuracy and performance. Today, there 
are more options for lead-free ammo than in the past, and with a little 
research and practice, I’m shooting 1” groups or better in a .243, 30/06 and 
.300 Winchester magnum. The results have been impressive. One 180 grain 
copper bullet angled through an elk rib cage, the far shoulder and was 
just under the skin. The bullet mushroomed perfectly and weighed 179.6 
grains, near perfect retention. Most shots are pass through. 

Copper ammunition has been about the same price as other premium 
ammo. I watch sales and rebates to get the best deals. Most ammunition 
manufacturers are now offering non-lead options. Much like steel shot for 
waterfowl, higher production and more competition is helping increase 
availability and price. 

In addition to the benefits to people, lead free ammo is good for wildlife.  
Two of my friends are animal rehabilitators. Besides car strikes, a high 
percentage of raptors brought in are suffering from lead poisoning, 
probably from scavenging carcasses. 

I’ve learned that I’m not alone in this movement. Many hunters across 
the country are making the switch, and clamoring for more lead-free 
options for rifles and shotguns. And the National Wildlife Federation 
(NWF) through its “Lead-Free Landscapes” work is encouraging hunters to 
make the change for health and conservation. Last May, MWF partnered 
with NWF, Artemis and Hellgate Hunters and Anglers for a shooting 
demonstration in Missoula that illustrated the accuracy and effectiveness 
of copper bullets. 

Help yourself and wildlife and take a look at non-lead ammunition. 
It works.

Jim Vashro is a retired biologist with Fish, Wildlife, and Parks and a MWF 
board member. Contact him at jsjvash@montanasky.us.

By MWF Board Member Jim Vashro
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CONSERVATION ISSUES



Switching to All-Copper Bullets for Health, Conservation More Funding - and More Funders - for Montana’s Wildlife

Montana’s abundant big game and wild trout support the best hunting, 
fishing, and wildlife-watching in the world, generating billions of 

dollars a year in economic activity and supporting hundreds of thousands 
of jobs.  Much of this is because of the reliable funding provided to Montana 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) from hunting and fishing license sales and 
federal taxes on firearms, archery equipment, and fishing gear.

However, the challenges facing wildlife and habitat keep growing.  As our 
urban areas expand, we’re taking up more and more of the lands and waters 
that wildlife depend on for survival. The spread of invasive species and 
diseases poses a constant threat to wildlife populations. Private landowners 
need help stewarding wildlife habitat and avoiding conflicts with predators. 
In short, wildlife conservation is getting more and more expensive, but 
funding continues to depend only on hunters and anglers.

A new report by MWF and a coalition of other wildlife conservation 
advocates calls for new funding to sustain our wildlife legacy into the 
future. Along with MWF, the Montana Wildlife Future Group includes 
representatives from Headwaters Montana, Montana Audubon, The 
Endangered Species Coalition, Defenders of Wildlife, the Greater 
Yellowstone Coalition, Montana Trout Unlimited, the National Parks 
Conservation Association, and the National Wildlife Federation.  

After several months of studying the challenges facing Montana’s wildlife 
and consulting data from FWP, the Wildlife Future Group concluded that 
the Department needs a total of about $44 million new annual funding to 
conserve all of Montana’s wildlife, game and nongame. This includes more 
funding for terrestrial and aquatic habitat protection, expanded efforts 
targeted art priority species, as well as new funding for reducing conflicts 
between people and wildlife and new investment to expand wildlife 
watching and other non-hunting recreational opportunities.

New funding for FWP could come from a combination of federal funds and 
state dollars.  At the federal level, the Recovering America’s Wildlife Act (HR 
3742) would provide about $26 million a year in new funding for FWP.  The 
bill already has more than 100 cosponsors from both parties. In addition 
to working to pass this bill, MWF is also helping identify new sources for 
funding at the state level.  

While the challenge of finding $44 million in new funding for wildlife 
conservation sounds daunting, hunters and anglers stepped up in the last 
century and agreed to pay through licenses and excise taxes. Today, we need 
all Montanans to make that same commitment to conserving our state’s rich 
wildlife heritage. To view the full list of recommendations and join the effort 
to build a 21st century wildlife funding system for Montana, visit www.
montanawildlifefuture.org.
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According to the man now in charge of the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM), “the Founding Fathers intended all lands owned by the federal 

government to be sold.”  For hunters, anglers and other outdoor enthusiasts, 
this statement is a direct threat to our quality of life and the reason that many 
of us reside in the West. 

In early August, the Trump Administration chose William Perry Pendley to 
oversee the BLM, which manages about 250 million acres of public land and 
even more subsurface mineral rights. The former President of the Mountain 
States Legal Foundation, Pendley has spent much of his career advocating for 
the sale of public lands and suing federal agencies over wildlife protections, 
including the agency he now directs.  In fact, Pendley is currently representing 
the oil company suing the federal government to keep illegal leases in the 
Badger-Two Medicine area on the Rocky Mountain Front. 

What does this mean for public lands and outdoor opportunities in Montana? 
We can expect to see the continued dismantling of an agency that is in charge 
of how our public lands are managed.  We will also continue to see an “energy 
dominance” agenda that completely ignores protecting fish and wildlife habitat 
in favor of corporate profits and energy speculators.

William Perry Pendley is completely unfit to head the BLM and is a direct 
threat to the interests of hunters, anglers, and our cherished fish and wildlife. 
MWF will continue working with our conservation allies to  push for his 
removal.
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Anti-Public Lands Crusader In Charge of BLM
FEDERAL POLICY UPDATE

MWF Federal Conservation Campaigns Director Alec Underwood

Land and Water Conservation Fund Awaiting 
Congressional Action

The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) has long been hailed as one 
of America’s most successful conservation programs.  Here in Montana, it 

has improved access to our public lands through new acquisitions, conservation 
easements and maintaining our fishing access sites. 

LWCF is close to receiving the full and dedicated funding it needs to continue 
to work for Montanans. In April, the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
Permanent Funding Act (S. 1081) was introduced to the Senate.  A companion 
bill (HR 3195) in the House of Representatives, was introduced in June. Both 
bills would provide full, permanent funding at the $900 million level for the 
program that has seen constant raiding each year during the Congressional 
appropriations process. 

Senator Jon Tester and Senator Steve Daines are both co-sponsors of S.1081. 
MWF is hopeful that Congressman Greg Gianforte will also support full funding 
in H.R.3195.  If our entire congressional delegation works together, they can 
help quickly to pass legislation to fully fund the LWCF.
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Protecting Eastern Montana’s Land and Wildlife
By Eastern Montana Field Representative Melissa Petrich

MWF Members Speak Up for Public Land, Access in the 
Lewistown RMP
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The Montana Wildlife Federation is continuing our work with the 
National Wildlife Federation on making Billings a certified community 

wildlife habitat. To attain this designation, Billings needs about 200 
businesses, home gardens, and public spaces to certify their gardens as 
wildlife habitats. There areas are recognized as providing food, water, 
cover, and nesting areas for wildlife along with general practices to 
conserve water and energy and reduce pollution.

Across the nation, more than 130 communities have been recognized as 
providing community-wide wildlife habitat, producing a real impact for 
beneficial urban wildlife like pollinators and native birds. So far, Missoula 
is the only community designated in Montana.

It is easy to make a wildlife garden at home, at work, or at a community 
space. MWF is working to certify individual homes and businesses in 
Billings before the snow hits and help create wildlife corridors and urban 
habitat in Montana’s largest city and communities throughout the state. 

Hundreds of Montanans stepped up and weighed in on the 
Lewistown Resource Management Plan (RMP). This plan dictates 

the management for hundreds of thousands of acres of public land in 
Central Montana, along with even more acres of subsurface mineral rights. 
Unfortunately, the draft plan released by the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) in May substantially eliminates protections for the public lands 
across the region in favor of unnecessary oil and gas drilling and other 
development activities. The draft plan removes all existing Areas of 
Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) and includes no protection for 
roadless lands or Backcountry Conservation Areas.

The comment period on the draft plan ended on August 15, and thanks 
to our members and affiliates we had substantive comments, turnout at 
meetings, and a great response in the press, but that does not mean that 
our fight is over. The BLM plans to release the final Resource Management 
Plan in early November. Following the release we will have a 30-day 
protest period where we are counting on our members to speak up yet 
again. The protest period will be the last time we can act to protect habitat 
and access in some of the greatest trophy country in North America. 

Contact Melissa Petrich at mpetrich@mtwf.org.

Backyard Habitat Keeps Growing in Billings
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Protecting Eastern Montana’s Land and Wildlife

Keeping Up the Effort to Keep the Sage-grouse Off 
the Endangered Species List

Earlier this summer, the Interior Department finalized new regulations to 
change the implementation of the Endangered Species Act. These changes 

have only amplified the importance of working in Montana and across the 
West to conserve and recover the greater sage-grouse. Sage-grouse chicks 
now not only have to survive habitat loss, hail storms, predators, and fires, 
but they have to face an Endangered Species Act with reduced protections. 

Years of hard work by Montana hunters, ranchers, and other stakeholders 
resulted in plans to protect sage-grouse habitat in 2015. Unfortunately, 
the Interior Department has decided to ignore those plans and open up 
sage-grouse habitat to oil and gas drilling and other development. MWF is 
continuing to monitor leasing proposals and push back on efforts to undercut 
sage-grouse conservation. If the species ends up on the federal Endangered 
Species list, we all lose - and protecting the species also means protecting 
hundreds of other species that depend on sagebrush steppe habitats.



Updates From the Field  
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The draft Resource Management Plan (RMP) for the BLM’s Missoula area 
affects about 163,000 acres of public lands in the Western Montana, 

mostly along the iconic Blackfoot River valley. Unfortunately, the BLM’s 
draft plan misses the mark with providing protections for wildlife habitat 
and hunting opportunities. 

Despite the importance of these public lands for wildlife habitat and 
hunting opportunity, the BLM’s plan includes no Backcountry Conservation 
Areas (BCA). The plan also removes protections for an Area of Critical 
Environmental Concern (ACEC) and also would allow for major 
modifications to landscape characteristics in areas that are important to 
big game. 

MWF has called for major changes to the Missoula RMP to address the 
needed protections for big game security habitat and other aquatic and 
terrestrial species. We are hopeful that the BLM will reverse course to 
provide increased protections for fish and wildlife habitat, as well as 
protecting some of the most popular hunting and fishing opportunities on 
BLM lands in Western Montana.

BLM’s Missoula Plan Ignores Hunter’s Interests

Protecting Wildlife and Hunters in 
Western Montana 
By Federal Conservation Campaigns Director Alec Underwood

On September 4, MWF co-hosted the third annual Last Best Outdoors 
Fest in Missoula to celebrate the role of public lands in bolstering 

Montana’s economy. 

The focus of this year’s event was Senator Jon Tester’s Blackfoot 
Clearwater Stewardship Act (BCSA), legislation that would protect one 
of Montana’s most iconic landscapes for future generations. For over a 
decade, stakeholders have worked to find a balance between different 
uses on public lands while preserving the integrity of the landscape in 
the Blackfoot and Clearwater valleys. The legislation was reintroduced to 
congress by Senator Tester in June. Senator Steve Daines and Rep. Greg 
Gianforte do not yet support the bill. 

The legacy of restoration and land conservation in the Blackfoot is a true 
success story and now the BCSA provides the opportunity to ensure that 
the Blackfoot River and surrounding lands remain a special place for 
anyone in the world to come hunt, fish, hike, bike, snowmobile, and more. 
To learn how you can help move this important legislation forward, visit 
blackfootclearwater.org today. 

UPDATES FROM THE FIELD

Last Best Outdoors Fest Celebrates Public Lands, 
Highlights the Blackfoot Clearwater Stewardship Act
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Updates From the Field  

Protecting Wildlife and Hunters in 
Western Montana 

Chronic Wasting Disease: MWF and FWP Team Up to 
Educate Hunters in Northwest Montana

In late May, a suspected white-tailed deer in Libby tested positive for 
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD), marking the first time that the disease 

has been detected in the wild, west of the Continental Divide. Since then 
a dozen other deer in and around Libby has tested positive for CWD. For 
hunters, CWD represents the most serious threat to Montana’s deer, elk, 
and moose populations. 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) has been quick to act on the 
CWD detection in Libby. Much like the positive detections on the Hi-
Line and in south-central Montana, the department has moved to set 
up a CWD management zone in Libby and the surrounding area. This 
requires hunters who harvest a deer, elk or moose within the identified 
management zone to have their animals tested for CWD and prevents 
them from moving carcasses, heads, or spinal cords of animals outside 
of the zone. MWF supported this effort and donated funding to help buy 
game bags for the agency to provide to hunters for testing of deer har-
vested in the area. 

In late August and early September, MWF teamed up with FWP to 
co-sponsor public information meetings on CWD management in Eureka, 
Polson, Kalispell, Trout Creek, and Libby. Bringing hunters up to speed 
on the latest in CWD management efforts will be integral to keeping the 
prevalence and spread of the disease as minimal as possible. 
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In May, the MWF Board of Directors elected 
four new members. We are pleased to 
introduce two of them:

Sara Meloy - Helena

Sara Meloy is a third generation Montanan 
from Helena. She has spent many years in 
the backcountry of Montana, California, 
Utah and Wyoming harvesting grizzly bear hair, catching (and releasing) 
woodpeckers, mapping pygmy rabbit habitat, leading citizen scientists in 
wilderness monitoring and helping preserve the legendary cottonwood 
galleries of the Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument. Sara holds 
a Bachelor’s degree in wildlife biology from the University of Montana and 
a Master’s degree in natural resource management from the University of 
Idaho.

As a water resources planner for the Montana Department of Natural 
Resources and Conservation, Sara engages with water users across the state 
on a variety of issues, such as drought and climate adaptation, wildlife 
habitat restoration, and partnering with landowners. As a volunteer 
member of the Lewis and Clark County Open Lands Citizen Advisory 
Committee, Sara weighs in on projects that protect working farms and 
ranches, recreational opportunities, wildlife habitat, and clean water.

New Energy and Expertise on 
the MWF Board

INSIDE MWF

Glenn Elison - Lewistown

A resident of Lewistown, Glenn 
Elison has a long history as 

an advocate for wildlife, habitat, 
and public access. Glen works as 
The Conservation Fund’s Alaska 
State Director. Before joining the 
Conservation Fund in 2001, Glenn 
worked for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service as the manager of the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge and as a 
statewide manager for the service’s 
wildlife and land management programs in Alaska. Glenn was the lead 
USFWS negotiator with the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council’s habitat 
protection program. 

An avid hunter and angler, Glenn is a member of several conservation 
organizations, including MWF affiliate Public Land and Water Access 
(PLWA). He has a Bachelor’s degree in wildlife biology from Colorado State 
University and a Master’s degree from Washington State University.
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MWF Team Expands the Fight for Your Lands, Wildlife 

After two years as MWF’s Western Montana Field Representative, Alec 
Underwood has been promoted to a new position as MWF’s Federal 

Conservation Campaigns Director. In this new position, Alec will lead our 
work to give Montanans an even louder voice on public land management, 
climate change, and other federal conservation policies.  This will include 
our continued work on the Blackfoot Clearwater Stewardship Act (BCSA), 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund, as well as new initiatives related 
to oil and gas development on public lands. MWF has already started the 
process to fill Alec’s shoes as our Western Montana Field Representative, so 
we can keep providing seamless outreach and support in the region. 

Additionally, MWF has also promoted Marcus Strange from Central 
Montana Field Staffer to MWF’s Programs and Partnerships Director. In 
his new position, Marcus will help MWF grow our affiliate network and 
provide greater value to our current affiliate, manage MWF’s affiliate 
grant program, and elevate MWF other programs and partnerships. MWF 
is proud to be able to expand our capacity to speak up for and protect 
Montana’s public access, wildlife, and habitat. Reach out to Alec at alec@
mtwf.org and Marcus at mstrange@mtwf.org.
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MWF Federal Conservation Campaigns Director Alec Underwood

 MWF’s Programs and Partnerships Director Marcus Strange
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In May, the MWF Board of Directors voted to approve another new 
affiliate organization. The Northern Rocky Mountain Grotto (NRMG) 

is Montana’s only statewide caving organization. NRMG’s purpose is to 
promote the exploration, scientific study, and conservation of caves, karst, 
and cave-dwelling species. The NRMG also promotes safe caving and leave-
no-trace conservation ethics within all caves. Every fall, NRMG members 
gather for “Cave Camp”  in the Little Belt Mountains to teach beginners and 
expert cavers new skills and techniques.

Cavers are an important partner in conserving some of Montana’s most 
overlooked fish and wildlife. Volunteers from the Grotto have spent 
thousands of hours assisting biologists and geologists from state and 
federal agencies. Due to these efforts, the Grotto was recently recognized 
with the Wildlife Conservation Award from the Montana Chapter of the 
Wildlife Society and was also awarded the USFS/BLM Joint Conservation 
Project of the Year for 2019.  

The NRMG is excited to work with MWF to help spread the word about 
taking care of Montana’s fragile underground ecosystems and the wildlife 
that inhabit them.

Northern Rocky Mountain Grotto Joins MWF 

AFFILIATE NETWORK NEWS

Northern Rocky Mountain Grotto members test strength and flexability and the 
Speleo-Olympics during their annual meeting to mimic situations encountered while caving. 



National Wildlife Federation to Host 
Board Meeting in Montana

NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION UPDATE

Northern Rocky Mountain Grotto Joins MWF 

Deer Lodge conservationist Kathy Hadley has 
twice been the board president for the Montana 

Wildlife Federation (MWF), and this June she just 
ended her tenure being the board president of the 
National Wildlife Federation (NWF). It is tradition 
within NWF to host its fall board meeting in the state 
of outgoing Board President. As a result, NWF will be 
having a board meeting at the KwaTaqNuk Resort in Polson from September 
19 to 21. In addition to the nuts and bolts business of their board meeting, 
NWF board members will be taking field trips to the National Bison Range, 
Ninepipes Wildlife Refuge, and/or Wayfarers State Park, and discuss ways to 
best work together for wildlife.

Equally important, officials with the Salish and Kootenai Tribes will meet 
with the NWF  board to show off some of the many great programs the tribes 
are conducting to conserve wildlife and enhance outdoor experiences and 
talk about ways to build bridges between NWF and tribal wildlife advocates.    
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Northern Rocky Mountain Grotto members test strength and flexability and the 
Speleo-Olympics during their annual meeting to mimic situations encountered while caving. 

The National Wildlife Federation held a conference on America’s 
Grasslands in Bismarck on August 20-22. The conference was attended by 
more than 275 wildlife biologists, rangeland ecologists, ranchers, wildlife 
advocates, government agency officials, and other people concerned about 
the health of America’s grasslands and the wildlife that are dependent on 
them. The conference included more than 100 presentations and 5 field 
trips. NWF CEO Collin O’Mara was a keynote speaker, and both of North 
Dakota’s Senators stopped by to address the crowd.  

Grasslands are one of the most threatened ecological systems in the 
country. Most of the grasslands of the Great Plains have been plowed 
up and converted to row crops. Miles and miles of fences, roads, and 
pipelines inhibit migration, and oil and gas developments and wind towers 
limit habitat effectiveness. The result is that many species of wildlife on 
the Great Plains are in serious decline. That includes huntable species 
like quail, sage and sharp-tailed grouse, and prairie chickens as well as 
nongame songbirds like grasshopper sparrows and insects like monarch 
butterflies. 

Common themes arose from the conference. One of the top ones involved 
the need for ranchers, conservationists, sportsmen, government officials, 
and energy companies to cooperatively work together across private and 
public lands and other political boundaries to find win/win solutions that 
facilitate best management practices, keep working ranches viable in order 
to keep big chunks of grass on the landscape.   

NWF Conference Highlights Grassland Wildlife
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A lot has changed since the Montana 
Wildlife Federation was founded 

over 80 years ago. The threats to 
wildlife, habitat, and public access keep 
growing and getting more complex. 
One thing that is easier today than in 
the past is your ability to financially 
support our mission. In just a few 
minutes, you can join the growing 
number of people who support MWF 
with a monthly donation.

Giving monthly is convenient, easy, and 
provides MWF with the funds we need 
to advance our conservation mission. 
You can enroll online in just a few 
minutes and provide the organization 
with dedicated funding to fuel our 
grassroots outreach and advocacy on 
behalf of Montana’s wildlife, habitat, 
and public access.

Signing up as a monthly donor to MWF:

• Gives you an easy and seamless way 
for you to donate by credit/debit card.
• Makes a big difference to MWF every 
single month. A small donation every 
month adds up to a lot more over time! 
• Reduces MWF’s fundraising expenses, 
meaning even more dollars can go to 
our conservation mission.

You can sign up as a monthly donor at 
www.montanawildlife.org, or you can 
call our office at 406-458-0227.

Supporters like you make MWF’s 
work a reality, and with your monthly 
investment MWF will be here to protect 
wildlife and recreation for generations 
to come. Sign up to become a monthly 
donor today so future generations can 
enjoy our abundant wildlife, habitat, 
and public lands tomorrow.


