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including the Montana Wilderness Association,
Montana Conservation Voters Education Fund,
Montana Audubon, and Backcountry Hunters
and Anglers to turn out more than 1,500 people
for a public lands rally on January 30. This rally
sent a strong message to state lawmakers as well
as our Congressional delegation that we will
fiercely oppose any efforts to sell or transfer our
federal lands.
In addition to the public lands rally, MWF
staff and volunteers have been at the Capitol to
testify in support of several resolutions in support of our federal lands, for a public lands day
and for efforts to improve management on our
state and federal lands.

David
Stalling
Mark
Dostal

Restoring Habitat Montana Funding

2017 LEGISLATURE: FIGHTING
FOR WILDLIFE, PUBLIC ACCESS
By Nick Gevock
MWF Conservation Director

T

he Montana Wildlife Federation is making significant progress toward several of our goals as
we reach the halfway point of the
2017 Legislative Session.

Defending Scientific Wildlife Management
Our first goal, as always, is to defend sciencebased wildlife management from any political interference. To that end, we have testified against
several bad bills, including a bill to restrict the
ability for the Department of Fish, Wildlife and
Parks (FWP) to issue unlimited deer permits
to better manage populations (SB 171) and a
shooting range bill that would have jeopardized
millions of dollars in federal wildlife management funding (HB 151). We also helped defeat
a bill that would have opened up a transferrable
landowner license program (HB 96). Finally, we
worked to advance positive wildlife management proposals, including funding for the sagegrouse stewardship program (SB 228) and a bill
to restrict the importation of animal parts from
states with Chronic Wasting Disease (SB 187).

MWF has been pursuing a six point agenda
for the session. This agenda includes several
proactive measures that we aim to pass to conserve wildlife, protect public land, and expand
public access. Our agenda also includes our usual work to defend science-based wildlife management from political interference. Thus far we
have made some progress on every one of our
priorities.
Our staff, lobbyist and volunteers have been
present in the Capitol every day to make the
voice of Montana hunters, anglers and other
Protecting Public Lands
wildlife enthusiasts heard. We have also engaged our grassroots membership through comMWF has been working with a diverse comunication tools to ensure that lawmakers hear alition to defend Montana’s public lands. We
from Montanans throughout the state.
worked along with several conservation partners

In addition to our efforts to protect federal
lands from state takeover, MWF is working hard
to secure the full restoration of Habitat Montana,
our state’s premier habitat and public access
program. The 2015 Legislature severely limited
the authority of FWP to acquire easements and
purchase land through this program. Restoring
this full authority is among our highest priorities
this session, and our efforts through the Montana
Sporting Coalition have been focused on that
goal (see coalition story p.3).
Fighting Illegal Road Closures
We have also worked hard to improve public
access to public land through several bills. Our
main bill was HB 295, which would have increased the fine for gating an established county
road from the current $10 per day to up to $500
per day. This bill was crafted over a year and half
by working with county officials, but was killed
in committee. A motion to blast it onto the floor
of the state House failed on a 48-51 vote.
It’s disappointing that some lawmakers did
not see the value in working to create a stronger
disincentive for people who gate public roads
that lead to public land. At the same time, we
were heartened to see our bill receive bipartisan
support. MWF will continue to work to prevent
illegal road closures.
Increasing Funding & Access to Private Land
MWF also continues to work to pass other
measures that will improve public access to pubcontinued on page 9
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

BRINGING NEW VOICES INTO CONSERVATION

By Kathy Hadley
MWF President

I

grew up at a time when kids were
encouraged to play outside whenever we could. After school and on
weekends, my parents shooed us
outside and we played sand lot baseball, hiked the local woods, built
tree forts and ran to the river to skip
stones or turn over rocks to see what
we could find.
In the summers we would swim and fish in the
river, making poles out of sticks, a bit of line,
some bobbers and a hook. And the coolest thing
was there were no adults around, just a bunch of
neighborhood kids hanging out together exploring our natural world.
When I got older, my dad would take me
pheasant hunting with him. I remember him
giving me a blaze orange vest that hung down
to my knees and a hunter orange hat that was

way too big for my head, and off we would
go, walking corn fields, following the dog and
hoping to find a pheasant.
I grew up loving the outdoors. When I became
an adult and able to make my own decisions,
hunting and fishing became a way of life for me.
I was lucky to marry a man who shared my values, and together we have
learned many things about
the outdoors we both love.
There are a lot of women
like me. In fact, women are
the fastest growing group
of participants in hunting
and fishing. This is good
news, because we need all
the diverse voices we can
get to help protect our hunting and fishing heritage and
public lands. Unfortunately, women have not been
very visible in our outdoor
conservation
movement,
in leadership roles within
state and federal natural resource agencies or in
state fish and wildlife agencies or commissions.
That’s changing.
With the help of the National Wildlife Federation, a new regional group of women who are
avid hunters and anglers is forming in the Rocky
Mountain states. The new group is call Artemis,
after the Greek goddess of the hunt and the natural environment. The mission of the group is to
protect sporting traditions, support women as
leaders in the conservation movement, and foster the next generations of conservationists to
ensure the vitality of our outdoor heritage.
Recently, I was privileged to spend a weekend
with the women founders of this group. They
were a bunch of energetic, committed and very
experienced outdoors women, whose ringtones
on their smartphones were elk bugles. We shared

stories of our hunting and fishing trips and our
personal commitments to protecting our outdoor
heritage. We are ready to go to work, to raise
our voices and protect our public lands and
wildlife resources. I’m sure there are many more
women who would join this effort if they had an
opportunity to do so.
Many of our current leaders
in the conservation movement
and natural resource agencies
are baby boomers who are getting ready to retire or are retired.
Now is the time for us to recruit
new leaders, including bringing sportswomen to the table in
a way that has never been done
before. Organizing women hunters and anglers and encouraging
women in leadership roles in
conservation organizations and
fish and game agencies adds diversity to our movement. People
with diverse backgrounds and
different life experiences lead to
different thought processes, fresh ideas and new
problem solving perspectives.
Most of the conservationists my age spent
a lot of time outside as a kid. It’s an important
lesson because kids today are nowhere near as
free as we were to just explore in the outdoors.
You can help change this picture. Make a commitment to take your sons and daughters or your
grandkids outdoors as much as possible. Teach
the next generation about the wonders of nature,
the thrill of hunting or wetting a line in a stream
or the solitude of camping under the stars. If you
do this, you will help create a new generation of
conservation leaders.

Women have
not been
visible in
leadership
roles. That’s
changing.

Kathy Hadley is lifelong hunter, angler, and
conservationist and a member of MWF for 27
years. Contact her at kathyh@ncat.org.

LEAVING A LEGACY FOR MONTANA’S WILDLIFE
WHY LEAVE A LEGACY TO MWF?
Leaving a portion of your estate to the
Montana Wildlife Federation helps ensure our
long-term stability as an organization while
also supporting what you love. Your donation
would allow us to continue to serve outdoorsmen and women across the Treasure State and
work to advance our mission of protecting
wildlife, habitat and public access. As a donor,
there are many benefits such as tax incentives,
income, and the knowledge that you are helping advance Montana’s outdoor heritage.
You do not have to be wealthy to leave a
gift to MWF. The benefits of planned giving

are available at any income level. Even a modest donation can contribute to MWF’s operations
and endowment funds, helping sustain the work
you care about for years to come. Your gift helps
ensure your children and your children’s children can enjoy the access to wildlife, water, and
public lands that we value today.
LEAVING A LEGACY FOR FUTURE
GENERATIONS
Including MWF in your estate planning is one
of the most important ways you can support our
work to protect Montana’s abundant fish and
wildlife, natural lands and waters, and public access for future generations.

LET US THANK YOU
If you have included MWF in your estate
plans, please let us know! We want to thank
you for your gift and make sure that we understand the purpose of your gift.
FOR MORE INFORMATION
To learn more, call MWF at 406-458-0227
or send an email to mwf@mtwf.org.
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT & MULTIPLE-USE UNDER ATTACK

CONGRESS MEDDLES WITH BLM LAND USE RULES
By John Bradley
MWF Eastern Field Rep.

A

A lot has changed on the landscape in the last
30 years, but the BLM’s planning rules haven’t.
Advances in technology mean oil and gas companies can drill in places they couldn’t access in
the past and demands for recreation on public
lands are continuing to grow. It’s time that the
BLM’s approach to managing our public lands
reflect these new demands. Planning 2.0 is aimed
at identifying potential conflicts and options for
working them out earlier in the process. This
transparent and “smart from the start approach”
ensures that everyone, including industry, will
have more certainty regarding the use and conservation of our public lands resources.
Unfortunately, efforts to bring public-lands
management into the 21st century by ensuring
more public input and timely consideration of
the impacts on fish, wildlife and other resources,
is being derailed by Congress to score political

Steve Woodruff

fter years of work, holding public meetings and taking public comments, the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) approved a rule late last year to update
the process the agency uses for land
use planning. The new rule, called
“Planning 2.0” provides earlier and
more frequent opportunities for public input into decisions on managing public lands. It is the first major overhaul of the BLM’s planning
process in more than 30 years.

points. Congress has already used the obscure
Congressional Review Act, to dismantle the
Methane Rule and the Stream Protection Rule
– common sense standards that help protect our
nation’s clean air, water, wildlife and habitat,
while making sure that tax payers get a fair share
for development on public land.
Now Congress has its sights on Planning 2.0.
In fact, the U.S. House has already voted to rescind the planning rule. If the Senate, who is expected to vote in March on the rule, follows suit,
the BLM will be stuck using the old rule that was
developed over three decades ago. If Congress
throws out Planning 2.0 using the Congressional
Review Act, the BLM will be prohibited from

approving another rule that’s substantially the
same. That means the new Interior Secretary
won’t have the freedom to make much-needed
changes to how our public lands are managed.
Planning 2.0 gives the public more opportunity to have a voice in how their lands are
managed. It allows the BLM to look across the
landscape and make management decisions that
make sense for local communities, industry, recreationists, fish and wildlife. Let Congress know
that the “public” in public lands will not tolerate
the dismantling of Planning 2.0.
John Bradley is MWF’s Eastern Field Rep.
You can reach him at jbradley@mtwf.org.

MWF PLAYS LEADING ROLE IN NEW MONTANA SPORTING COALITION

BUILDING A HUNTING AND ANGLING COALITION
By Nick Gevock
MWF Conservation Director

T

he Montana Wildlife Federation
has been leading the charge in
the effort to restore our state’s premier
public access and habitat program,
Habitat Montana, by building a
strong coalition of sportsmen’s
conservation organizations.
The Montana Sporting Coalition has been
working for over a year to bring together several independent hunting and fishing conservation organizations to speak with one voice on
key issues in the state Legislature. This coalition
has grown out of meetings that MWF has helped
organize over the past year. The coalition has
agreed to work on the key issues where we can
come together, even if we agree to disagree on
other issues. Through our meetings over the past
year, we have built a structure to communicate
among our groups and get policy enacted.

The coalition is a diverse group that includes
national and state-based organizations. In addition to MWF, the coalition includes the Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation, Montana Bowhunters Association, Trout Unlimited, Ducks Unlimited, Pheasants Forever, Backcountry Hunters
and Anglers, Montana Sportsmen Alliance, Wild
Sheep Foundation, National Wildlife Federation
and the Mule Deer Foundation. Collectively,
these groups represent tens of thousands – if not
hundreds of thousands – of Montana hunters and
anglers. Although we don’t agree on every single
issue, we are an unmatched voice when we can
work together.
The coalition’s main focus has been on
Habitat Montana. All of the groups involved in
this effort support lifting restrictions on Habitat
Montana that were imposed by the Legislature in
2015. Working together, we have helped educate
lawmakers and the public about the importance
of the program.
The results are already positive. In early January the Coalition hosted an evening social event
in Helena for legislators that drew more than 50

lawmakers, Gov. Steve Bullock, Lt. Gov. Mike
Cooney, State Auditor Matt Rosendale, and incoming Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP)
Director Martha Williams, as well as other FWP
officials. In February, we hosted a luncheon in
the rotunda of the state capitol to highlight the
importance of Habitat Montana to lawmakers.
Perhaps most importantly, our coalition is
holding weekly conference calls to discuss issues,
address bills coming up in the Legislature, and
urge the groups to weigh in on these measures
through their membership. By keeping open
lines of communication, we are helping ensure
greater collaboration and benefits for all Montana
hunters, anglers, and outdoors enthusiasts.
Our success in restoring Habitat Montana this
session will hopefully be a building block to
keep the coalition going so the sporting community can continue to speak with one voice on key
conservation issues. That unity will give us more
strength to pass key measures and building a better future for conservation, hunting and angling.
Nick Gevock is MWF’s Conservation Director.
Contact him at ngevock@mtwf.org.
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JOIN US IN CELEBRATING OUR WILDLIFE HERITAGE

2017 CELEBRATION & BUSINESS MEETING
MARCH 31,
2017
HELENA,
MONTANA

A

re you ready to celebrate Montana’s bountiful fish and wildlife, public lands, healthy streams
and rivers, and hunting, fishing and
outdoor heritage?

Join the Montana Wildlife Federation and
your fellow conservationists to celebrate another
year of protecting public lands, public access,
and our wildlife resources on Friday, March 31
from 5:30-9:00 PM at the Placer Hotel in downtown Helena.
The MWF Annual Celebration is a great
chance to meet other passionate outdoor enthusiasts and dedicated conservationists. MWF

members and affiliate leaders from across the
state will be in attendance to swap stories, talk
shop, and share in the fun. The celebration will
include great local beer, appetizers, inspiring remarks from our Federation’s leaders, and exciting merchandise raffles.
Tickets for the MWF Annual Celebration can
be purchased online at www.montanawildlife.
org/annual-celebration or by calling 406-4580227.
The following day, Saturday, April 1, MWF
will hold our Annual Business Meeting at the
Holiday Inn in downtown Helena. The Business
Meeting will run from 9 AM to Noon. MWF
Board members and delegates from MWF’s affiliate clubs will consider policy resolutions and

elect the 2017-2018 Board of Directors. At noon,
our awards luncheon will give us an opportunity to recognize some of the great conservation
champions of the last year.
Saturday afternoon will be the first meeting of
the new board.
All MWF members are encouraged to attend
our Annual Celebration and any portion or all
of the Annual Business Meeting. Watch MWF’s
website at www.montanawildlife.org and our
facebook page at facebook.com/montanawildlife
for details.
MWF Board of Directors Needs You
MWF depends on the engagement of a
volunteer Board of Directors to help set our
agenda and manage our Federation. Serving on
the Board is a great way to share your talent and
expertise while also getting an insider view on
important issues. Board members are expected
to participate in 4-5 meetings a year and serve on
one or more committees.
Several Board of Director seats are open for
nomination and election at the MWF Annual
Meeting on April 1, 2017.
If you are interested in joining the Board
of Directors, contact Board Nominations
Committee Chair Corey Fisher at westtrout@
gmail.com or 406-546-2979.

SHARE YOUR VIEWS ON THE HELENA-LEWIS & CLARK FOREST PLAN

PROTECTING NATIONAL FOREST HABITAT

T

his is your chance to influence
the future of your public lands.
But hurry. March 31st is the deadline
to submit comments to the proposed
Helena-Lewis and Clark National
Forest Plan revisions and help shape
the management of nearly three-million acres of our public lands.
The HLCNF recently released proposed actions within a revised Forest Plan covering all
aspects of multiple-use management on the forest – including logging, mining, grazing, wilderness, scenic rivers, watershed protections, wildlife and recreational activities. Aside from world
class hunting and fishing, these public lands have
one thing in common: their future management
and ability to sustain outdoor traditions will be
determined by this forest plan revision.
Hunters and anglers have a large stake in this
process and it is imperative that we ensure the
revised forest plan provides for healthy habitat
and robust fish and wildlife populations. Quality hunting and fishing starts with quality habitat,
and for us this needs to be the foundation upon
which this forest plan is built.
“Over the past two months, members of the
FPR planning team, along with district staff,
have hosted numerous public meetings in com-

munities across our forest,” says Bill Avey, Forest Supervisor of the HLC National Forest. “We
did this because we want to ensure that you fully
understand the proposed action and can then
submit your specific comments by March 31.
Along with specialist analysis, your comments
will help inform the development of our ‘alternatives’ and draft environmental impact statement. Your comments matter. Please review the
proposed action and associated maps, contact us
with your questions, and then submit your spe-

cific comments no later than March 31.”
The Montana Wildlife Federation is urging
the HLCNF to revise abandoned mine cleanup;
withdraw mineral development, particularly the
proposed Black Butte Mine, from the Sheep
Creek drainage of the Smith River; update and
revise outdated gas and oil leasing decisions to
ensure protection of hunting, fishing and fish and
wildlife values; protect high-value fisheries and,
particularly, threatened populations of Westslope
continued on page 12

David Stalling

By David Stalling
MWF Western Field Rep.
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FEDERAL AND STATE PLANS UNDER ATTACK

SAGE-GROUSE PLANS NEED TIME TO WORK
By John Bradley
MWF Eastern Field Rep.

T

he coordinated efforts to protect the Sage-Grouse from an
Endangered Species Act (ESA) Listing was one of the greatest collaborative conservation success story in
our nation’s history.
The federal and state Sage-Grouse plans were
developed with a diverse group of stakeholders
including farmers, ranchers, hunters, conservationists, and local government officials. In addition to protecting the Sage-Grouse, the plan
protects numerous other species that depend on
sagebrush habitat. The plans also benefit working farms and ranches, while also supporting oil
and gas development on public land. Both the
state and federal Sage-Grouse plans are in the
first stages of implementation. Legislation and
other attempts to modify the plans at this time
would interrupt the on-the-ground work that is
being implemented.
Unfortunately, many of the West’s senators
and representatives are calling for the plans to be
rolled back in a misguided attempt to give control of federal lands to the states. This would undermine and damage years of hard work from a
variety of stakeholders. Thousands of Montana’s
hunters, anglers, and recreationists support the
land management plans put in place by the Department of the Interior for Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) areas in Montana and for
the existing federal-state framework for wildlife
management.
The local and state control agenda being
pushed in Congress would hamstring the management framework for wildlife that has existed
between state wildlife agencies and federal land
management agencies for decades. The funda-

mental premise of the current framework has
been cooperation, with the states having the lead
for wildlife management while the federal agencies have managed for habitat on federal lands.
The attempts to change this dynamic are such a
radical departure from the current federal-state
framework that they amount to a state takeover
of public land management.
Sage-Grouse conservation is not an either-or
choice between federal plans or state plans. In
order to succeed, both plans need the opportunity
and time to operate collaboratively to work out
unforeseen complications. The states in SageGrouse country all adopted plans at the statelevel to govern activities on state and private
land. At the same time, the federal Sage-Grouse

plan was created to establish protections for the
species on BLM and Forest Service lands. This
coordinated effort was crucial to the Interior’s
determination that the Sage-Grouse did not warrant an ESA listing in 2015.
Meddling with the plans now would put the
bird, and all that rely on its habitat, at risk. Rather than engage in another attempt to transfer
public land management away from federal government, we need our congressional delegation
to stand with Montana hunters and other public
land users to support the Sage-Grouse, the BLM
plans, and our Western way of life.
John Bradley is MWF’s Eastern Field Rep.
You can reach him at jbradley@mtwf.org.

OUTDOOR INDUSTRY PULLS THE PLUG ON SALT LAKE CITY SHOW

OUTDOOR BUSINESSES ABANDON UTAH
By Nick Gevock
MWF Conservation Director

W

e hear often about how public lands and access to them
are good for the economy in Western
states. Now, after years of attacks on
our public lands by Utah politicians,
we’re seeing the push back as people fed up with constant efforts to
undermine conservation say they’ve
had enough.
Just last month, the Outdoor Retailer Show
pulled its twice-yearly show out of Salt Lake
City, and said it would be looking for a new home.
This ended a 20 year relationship that brought
the show to downtown Salt Lake to showcase the
latest in outdoor equipment, apparel and other
goods. It brought a lot more than that.

The show pumped an estimated $45 million
annually into Salt Lake. It brought more than
40,000 visitors. And just as importantly, it shined
a spotlight on Utah as a place with world-class
outdoor recreation for outdoors
enthusiasts, including skiers,
hikers, mountain bikers, ATV
riders, rafters, sightseers, photographers – the list just keeps
going.
Of course central to that are
Utah’s public lands. The state
is roughly two thirds public
land, including towering peaks,
red rock deserts and sagebrush
steppe plains that support abundant wildlife. Utah has some of
the most diverse landscapes in
the West, and it shows with its
five national parks and several monuments draw
millions of tourists every year. It’s something
many other states envy.

But not Utah’s politicians. Instead of seeing
the incredible value in those lands and working
to conserve these special places, Utah’s congressional delegation, legislature and governor see
them as something of a
burden. They have used
millions of dollars in taxpayer money to file a frivolous lawsuit to claim millions of acres of National
Forests, Bureau of Land
Management and other
federal public lands.
In addition, the state
Legislature passed a measure calling on President
Donald Trump to rescind
our nation’s newest national monument, Bears
Ears in southeastern Utah. They use buzz words
like “presidential overreach” to describe the use

People have
had enough of
these attacks
on our shared
public land
heritage

continued on page 12
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MWF LEADS MONTANA SPORTING COALITION

BIGHORNS, BIG RISKS: IMPACTS OF PNEUMONIA
By David Stalling
MWF Western Field Rep.

M

Last year, the Montana Wildlife Federation
teamed up with NWF, the Wild Sheep Foundation and the Montana Wild Sheep Foundation
to produce and release a report: “Bighorns, Big
Risks: Identifying Risks Posed by Domestic
Sheep.”
Since wild bighorns have been known to roam
as far as 20 miles, herds within a 20-mile “buffer” zone of domestic sheep are considered “at
risk.” According to the report, 39 of Montana’s
46 bighorn sheep herds are at risk of contracting
pneumonia from domestic sheep. (Many of these
herds have already been hit hard by the disease;
there have been 26 large die-offs in the past 20
years, with some herds losing 30-to-90 percent
of their populations.) Of the 39 herds at risk: 34
are at risk from private domestic sheep herds on
private lands; 26 are at risk from “hobby herds”

David Stalling

ontana’s wild bighorn sheep
are in trouble. The primary culprit? Pneumonia contracted
from domestic sheep. Kit Fisher,
of the National Wildlife Federation
(NWF), sums it up: “Our bighorns
have suffered massive disease related die-offs over the past twenty
years, crippling the populations and
raising many questions about how to
conserve the species into the future.”

raised by people for fun, or 4H projects and that
sort of thing; 18 herds are at risk because of their
proximity to domestic sheep grazed on leased
allotments on public lands, and 9 percent are at
risk from domestic sheep used by state, county
and federal governments for weed control.
The report suggests a combination of ways to
confront the issue and keep wild sheep separate
from domestic sheep, including: Providing incentive payments to livestock owners to switch
from sheep to cattle; a cost-share program to
provide fencing, guard dogs or to pay a herder;
retiring high-risk federal and state sheep grazing

allotments, and eliminating the use of goats and
sheep to remove weeds on land close to bighorn
herds. Perhaps the biggest challenge is the need
to inform, educate and deal with those who have,
or want to start, hobby herds. The hobby herds
are nearly impossible to track, may not stay
around long and the owners often don’t realize
the risk the domestic animals pose to wild sheep.
NWF’s “Adopt A Wildlife Acre Program” has
already been used to secured more than a million acres in the Northern Rockies where bighorn sheep, grizzly bears, wolves and bison are
continued on page 12

NEW PRESIDENTIAL ORDER ROLLS BACK STREAM PROTECTIONS

EXECUTIVE ORDER CLOUDS MONTANA’S WATERS
By John Bradley
MWF Eastern Field Rep.

R

ivers, streams, lakes and wetlands play an integral role in
the lives of many Montanans. The
opportunity to fish, hunt, float, and
enjoy a day on the water is part of
what makes Montana great. The
water that affords us these opportunities deserves to be protected. Unfortunately, hunters and anglers are
seeing that, once again, our streams,
lakes, and wetlands are under attack.
An executive order issued by the Trump Administration at the start of March would remove
the protections of the Clean Water Act from
hundreds of thousands of miles of streams and
waterways in Montana and across the nation.
Specifically, President Trump ordered the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the
Corps of Engineers to rescind the Clean Water
Rule, which clarified the law and lent protections to small headwater streams. Instead, the
order directs the EPA and Corps to rely on an
extremely controversial non-majority opinion of

the Supreme Court to interpret the Clean Water
Act. This directive removes protections for 60
percent of the nation’s stream miles and 20 million acres of wetlands.
The Clean Water Rule was developed by the
EPA and Corps of Engineers over several years
of work, and was intended to clarify legal confusion that existed in the past. Before the Clean Water Rule was released, the agencies worked with
affected industries to address their concerns. The
agencies met with over 400 stakeholder groups,
including the energy industry, farmers, ranchers,
and hunters and anglers. They also held a public
comment period during which nearly a million
Americans sent comments to the EPA in favor of
the rule. The EPA listened to concerns from the
farmers and ranchers and made sure that the rule
explicitly excludes artificial irrigation systems,
ponds, and ditches, while also reaffirming existing exemptions for normal farming, ranching,
and forestry practices.
Under the new executive order, a mining
company will no longer need to get a permit
under the Clean Water Act if they want to dredge
the creek upstream from your local trout honey
hole. They won’t have to get a Clean Water
Act permit to build a road through the creek or
channel and divert the river to create settling
ponds. In short, the protections of the Clean

Water Act would no longer apply.
Anyone who has spent a day fishing a mountain
creek or an early morning in a duck marsh knows
how fragile those environments are. As anglers
and hunters, we are careful to respect streambeds
and shorelines. Industrial users should also be
required to take care of the resource.
Montana’s streams and wetlands provide
many benefits to our communities besides providing quality habitat and hunting and fishing opportunity. Small streams and seasonal wetlands
provide drinking water for one in three Americans. These areas trap floodwaters, recharge
groundwater supplies, and filter out pollution.
Approximately 54% of Montana’s population
uses public drinking water systems that rely on
clean surface water; the rest of Montanans rely
on clean groundwater.
This executive order is yet another attack on
America’s outdoor heritage. Without clean water, we cannot have healthy and abundant fish
and wildlife populations. It is critical, now more
than ever, to let the administration know that
they need to protect the lands and waters, and
the wildlife that rely on them, which define our
great nation.
John Bradley is MWF’s Eastern Field Rep.
You can reach him at jbradley@mtwf.org.
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NEW FWP DIRECTOR OUTLINES VISION FOR AGENCY

INCLUSIVE, TRANSPARENT, AND FAIR
By Martha Williams
Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Director

A

s FWP’s new director—the
24th over the department’s
116-year history—I want to thank
outgoing director Jeff Hagener for
his commitment to Montana’s fish,
wildlife, parks, and recreational resources and for handing the baton to
me to build from his legacy.

I also want to let members of the Montana
Wildlife Federation know a bit about me and
where I envision FWP going during the next four
years.
I worked as an attorney for this department
from 1998 to 2011, helping FWP fight for wolf
delisting, protect stream access, and conserve
habitat. During my 13 years here, I also learned
the importance of securing access to public

lands, how private property provides essential
wildlife habitat, and how climate change threatens our valuable trout fisheries. After leaving
FWP, I went to the Department of the Interior to
work on parks, conservation, river, and wildlife
issues. I then returned to Montana to teach natural resources and wildlife law at the University
of Montana.
I hunt, fish, and enjoy camping and hiking
in Montana’s wonderfully diverse state parks,
among other outdoor activities.
A reasonable question by anyone who cares
about FWP is whether I plan to continue the
course set by Jeff during his 12 years as director. I do. I’m committed to our fish, wildlife,
parks, and recreational resources and heritage.
I’ll continue Jeff’s work to strengthen department relations with stockgrowers, farmers, and
other landowners; delist the grizzly bear; open
more public lands to hunting and other recreation; strengthen the financial health of our state
parks system; and broaden our fish and wildlife

funding base while serving a more diverse group
of outdoor recreationists.
Right away my top priority will be to unify the
agency around the FWP vision document.
continued on page 11

INVADERS IN A WARMING CLIMATE

ANOTHER THREAT TO MONTANA’S FISHERIES
By Alec Underwood
Climate Change Outreach Assistant

T

he combination of earlier runoff and higher water temperatures during summer is having a
profoundly negative effect on Montana’s fisheries and local economies.
With over twenty different rivers and
streams seeing hoot-owl restrictions
and closures in 2016, limited fishing
opportunities are seemingly becoming a norm here in Montana.

It is no secret that high stream temperatures
can cause cold water fish species such as trout to
become stressed, and at certain points, die. But
today there is another threat to Montana’s fisheries related to increasing temperature trends and
low stream flows: parasites and pathogens.
In addition to a record number of stream
closures in 2016, we also witnessed the unprec-

Alec Underwood

edented closure of 183 miles of the Yellowstone
River and its tributaries due to a parasite. Proliferative Kidney Disease (PKD) is caused by
an invasive microscopic parasite that results in
huge die-offs in trout populations. With the parasite killing thousands of native Mountain Whitefish, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks officials
were forced to close the river to all users until the
conditions improved. The extent of the disease
outbreak was attributed to near-record low flows
and warm water temperatures that allowed the
disease to proliferate.
The closure of the Yellowstone had a direct,
negative impact on the local economy, especially for those businesses that rely on the river for
rafting or fishing. It also left many people wondering if this problem will be seen in the future.
The parasite that causes PKD is an invasive
species that can be transported by boats, tubes,
and other vessels. In early February, FWP released a map showing other rivers in Montana
that tested positive for the parasite. The rivers
include the Big Hole, Jefferson, Madison, East
Gallatin, Boulder, Shields and Stillwater rivers.

Although this does not mean there is currently
a disease outbreak, the presence of the parasite
is extremely concerning to biologists, local
business owners, and river users. European
researchers who study PKD have specifically
noted how climate change aggravates outbreaks.
With the trends of lower flows and increasing
summer water temperatures here in Montana,
will PKD outbreaks be seen on more of our blue
ribbon trout streams?
In addition to the problems that parasites can
cause trout populations during summer, climate
change is also contributing to warmer water
temperatures in the late fall, leading to issues for
fall spawning fish like the brown trout. In 2014,
brown trout in the Big Hole River experienced a
fungus outbreak that resulted in a loss of half of
the population in some reaches. Although biologists initially considered the outbreak to be related to the high density of fish, similar population
loss from the fungus in 2015 when fish numbers
were significantly lower, showed that warmer
fall water temperatures are likely exacerbating
the outbreak.
The fungus, Saprolegnia, occurs naturally in
fish populations and this is not the first time the
fungus has caused problems in Montana waters.
Similar outbreaks have been witnessed on the
Big Horn and Clark Fork Rivers in recent years.
With the continuing trend of higher water
temps and lower flows among streams in Montana, could parasites and pathogens like PKD
and Saprolegnia also become a norm like hootowl restrictions? In either scenario, now is the
time where sportsmen must consider the future
for what we hold dear. Decades from now we
must be able to say that we did all that we could
to address the problems currently facing our invaluable resources here in Montana.
Alec Underwood is Montana Wildlife
Federation’s Climate Change Outreach
Assistant. Contact him at alec@mtwf.org.
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TIME FOR PUBLIC LAND USERS TO SPEAK UP

NEW PLAN ON TAP FOR CENTRAL MONTANA
By John Bradley
MWF Eastern Field Rep.

T

he Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is set to release a
Draft Resource Management Plan
(RMP) for the Lewistown Field Office this spring. The RMP will guide
how the BLM manages over 654,000
acres of public land in the heart of
Montana for the next 30-40 years. At
a time when public lands are under
attack, it’s critically important that
people participate in the process and
let the field and state BLM offices
know how important public lands,
quality habitat, and robust big game
herds are to their communities.
The Lewistown RMP encompasses over
200,000 acres of undeveloped, wild habitat along
the protected Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument and Charles M. Russell Wildlife Refuge river corridor. All in all, these lands
comprise a stunning, intact river-to-prairie ecosystem made up of miles and miles of breaks,
coulees, cottonwood draws, sagebrush, and
short-grass prairie. The wild and intact character of places such as Chain Buttes, Horse Camp
Trail, and Dovetail Creek makes for some of
the most productive big game habitat in North
America. This habitat is one of the biggest reasons why the Lewistown area can boast of some
of the best big game hunting in the world. Big
game needs big country, and this area has it.
Because these public lands are so important to
big game hunting, MWF strongly believes that
the BLM must take into account the economic
impact big game hunting has on local economies
as it writes its RMP. Securing and enhancing
habitat in this uniquely rich landscape will ensure that Lewistown and surrounding communities continue to benefit from one of Montana’s
economic cornerstones.

Alexis Bonogofsky

In fact, a study by Headwater Economics
(an independent, nonpartisan research group)
found that big game hunting in 2015 accounted
for nearly $4 million in economic expenditures
in four different Fergus and Petroleum County
hunting districts, with $3.8 million coming from
elk hunting alone. Most of the expenditures by
hunters were from HD 410, in Petroleum County, home to some of the larger blocks of prime

it’s critically
important that
people participate
in the process

en percent overall were represented by non-residents, but expenditures by out-of-state hunters
comprised about half the total. The study, which
did not include figures for bird hunter days, indicates big game hunting provides a consistent and
significant economic impact to the region from
Montanans and non-residents alike.
Elk, deer and other wildlife need wide open,
quiet spaces, native range forage, and healthy watersheds. Hunters also value the unique hunting
opportunity that this big country provides. The
BLM should prioritize those needs in their new
plan. The agency can both protect these unique
backcountry wildlands and secure the economic
future of this area. As we move closer to the release of the Lewistown Resource Management
Plan’s draft, it is critical for everyone – whether
you are a hunter, business owner, birdwatcher, or
rancher – to be engaged in the comment period
and let the BLM know that intact and undeveloped lands are not only good for the wildlife and
outdoor enthusiast, but also for the rancher, the
counties and our local economies.

roadless habitat on BLM land. Montana Fish,
Wildlife and Parks (FWP) recorded more than
John Bradley is MWF’s Eastern Field Rep..
25,000 elk hunter days in 2015 on the four Fergus County hunting districts. Of those days, sev- You can reach him at jbradley@mtwf.org.
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SENATOR TESTER UNVEILS LEGISLATION TO IMPLEMENT LOCAL PLAN

PROTECTING THE BLACKFOOT-CLEARWATER
By David Stalling
MWF Western Field Rep.

O

n Wednesday, February 22,
more than 100 people gathered at Jack Rich’s Guest Ranch
near Seeley Lake where Senator
Jon Tester announced that he will
introduce the Blackfoot Clearwater
Stewardship Act -- legislation that
would implement the collaborative
Blackfoot Clearwater Stewardship
Project (BCSP).

“The Blackfoot Clearwater Stewardship Act
is the perfect example of what happens when
Montanans work together,” said Tester. “This
legislation will create jobs, strengthen the local
economy, and preserve our outdoor way of life
for future generations.”
Hunters,
anglers,
outfitters,
guides,
snowmobilers,
ranchers,
loggers,
local
businesses, county commissioners and numerous
others have joined forces to cut through the
contentious divisiveness that hinders public land
management today and reach common ground.
Senator Tester’s legislation will make that
common ground a reality.
The bill would designate 2,200 acres as
the Otatsy Recreation Management Area for
motorized winter activity and 3,800 adjacent
acres as the Spread Mountain Recreation Area
where mountain bikers want to develop a trail
system. The two management areas grew out of
compromises with the region’s horse outfitter
community, snowmobilers and traditional
wilderness advocates.
Those groups all backed federal wilderness
protection of several other areas along the edge of
the Bob Marshall and adjacent Mission Mountain
wildernesses. The bill would add 39,422 acres
to the North Fork Blackfoot-Monture Creek
landscape north of Ovando, another 27,392 acres
to the adjacent Scapegoat Wilderness, 7,784
acres to the Grizzly Basin and front of the Swan
Range east of Seeley Lake, and 4,462 acres to
the West Fork Clearwater addition on the east
side of the Mission Mountain Wilderness.

During the gathering, a various speakers, of
diverse backgrounds, praised the Blackfoot
Clearwater Stewardship Act.
“Jon Tester knows how to bring communities
together,” said Jim Stone, Ovando Rancher. “I
hope this collaboration is just the beginning to
making this country better.”
“Pyramid Mountain Lumber has been a citizen of
the upper Blackfoot since
the 40’s,” said Loren Rose,
Chief Operating Officer of
Pyramid Mountain Lumber.
“While collaboration was
in the dictionary back then,
it was not in our vernacular, yet it is what all of us
in the upper Blackfoot have
always done. Senator Tester
has put forth the legislation to affirm all those
discussions of collaboration.”
“Wilderness is incredibly important to the
communities that surround it, for the jobs it cre-

ates and the businesses and economy it sustains,”
said Connie Long, Owner of Bob Marshall Outfitters. “I have a real privilege of taking folks
from all around the world into this place we call
the wilderness.”
“Twelve million guests came to visit Montana last year – that’s 12 guests
for every Montanan,” said Lee
Bowman of the Montana Wilderness Association. “They didn’t
come here to see our Walmarts.
They came to Montana to experience the magic of Montana, and
the Blackfoot-Clearwater Stewardship Project helps ensure the
magic of Montana will remain
strong forever.”
Please take time today to call
Senator Tester’s office at (202)
224-2644 and thank him for introducing this important legislation.
David Stalling is MWF’s Western Field Representative. Reach him at dstalling@mtwf.org.

12 million
people didn’t
visit Montana
to see our
Walmarts

David Stalling

2017 LEGISLATURE (CONT. FROM PAGE 1)
lic lands, as well as open up more private land
for public hunting.
These include a bill to raise the cap on the
amount a landowner can receive for participating in the Block Management program and increase the daily rate paid per hunter (HB 97). We
also came in to support an extension of the Unlocking State Lands program, which was set to
sunset (HB 498). Although the program has been
little used, we want to extend it and encourage
FWP to promote it more to get more use.

Reducing Conflicts Over Predators
Preventing conflicts between livestock producers and grizzly bears and wolves was our last
priority. SB 73 is needed to extend the livestock
loss program, and it includes funding for proactive loss prevention work including livestock
carcass management, fencing of attractants like
beehives, chicken coops and calving yards, and
range riders. MWF is committed to seeing this
work gets done and has been there with mem-

bers of the agricultural community to see that the
funding is secured.
Thus far this session we have had bipartisan
support to see that our hunting and fishing heritage, abundant wildlife and healthy habitat continues. MWF is eager to finish this session on a
strong note to maintain our outdoors legacy.
As always, look for the most up to date information on the MWF website and Facebook page.
Nick Gevock is MWF’s Conservation Director.
Contact him at ngevock@mtwf.org.
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ONE STEP CLOSER TO FULL PROTECTION

BADGER-TWO MEDICINE
By David Stalling
MWF Western Field Rep.

O

n January 10, the U.S.
Department of the Interior
announced Tuesday that the Bureau
of Land Management canceled the
final two oil and gas leases in the
Badger-Two Medicine area within
the Helena-Lewis and Clark National
Forest in Montana.

“This is a day that so many people – Blackfeet,
conservationists, hunters, anglers, Montana
residents and visitors – have been working
toward for more than 30 years,” says Kendall
Flint, president of Glacier-Two Medicine
Alliance. “It’s impossible to overstate just how
many people have worked over the decades
to get these leases cancelled. They come from
all walks of life and are driven by the shared
conviction that certain places, like the BadgerTwo Medicine, are simply too biologically and
culturally rich to drill.”
The 130,000-acre Badger-Two Medicine
sustains some of the best hunting and fishing in
Montana. Elk, mule deer, bighorns, mountain
goats and an abundance and diversity of other
wildlife thrive on this land. Clear, clean rivers
sustain some of the last remaining healthy
populations of Westslope cutthroat trout. The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service declared it the
“top one percent” of wildlife habitat remaining in
the Continental U.S. Surveys consistently show
that more than 70 percent of Montana residents

Gene Sentz - Two Medicine River

want to keep this area wild.
In 1981, the Department of the Interior began
issuing oil and gas leases in the Badger-Two
Medicine without full environmental review or
consulting with the Blackfeet Nation, violating
laws that require they do so. Since then -- thanks
to locally-driven, collaborative efforts -- most of
the leases have been relinquished voluntarily by
energy interests. Other have been canceled, with
companies receiving compensation for the value
of the leases.
The Montana Wildlife Federation has been
working with the Glacier-Two Medicine
Alliance, the Montana Wilderness Association,
The Wilderness Society, and a diversity of local
hunters, anglers, businessmen and other citizens

to protect the Badger-Two Medicine area.
Unfortunately, the battle isn’t over: One legal
challenge to the Badger is ongoing – a suit filed
by Solenex, LLC to overturn the Department
of the Interior’s cancelation of its lease. In
response, MWF has joined the National Wildlife
Federation, Montana Wildlife Federation,
Montana Wilderness Association, National
Parks Conservation Association, C.M. Russell
Backcountry Horsemen and the Missouri Breaks
Audubon Society in reviving a lawsuit that the
groups initially filed against Solonex more than
20 years ago.
David Stalling is MWF’s Western Field Representative. Reach him at dstalling@mtwf.org.

KEY APPOINTMENTS IMPACT WILDLIFE, LAND, WATER

NWF TRACKS THE TRUMP CABINET

A

s President

Donald Trump
builds his cabinet, the National
Wildlife Federation (NWF) has been
closely monitoring how the new Administration will impact wildlife and
natural resources and speaking up
for outdoor heritage.
With oversight over the Bureau of Land Management, the National Park Service, and the US
Fish and Wildlife Service, the Interior Department is of major significance to fish and wildlife
and hunters and anglers.
At the start of March, Montanan Ryan Zinke
was confirmed as Interior Secretary. As Montana’s Congressman, Zinke supported public
land conservation, but had a mixed record on
endangered species protection, energy development, and some other key issues. On balance,
NWF decided to support Mr. Zinke’s appointment to head the Interior Department and highlight opportunities to work together.
“We look forward to working with Mr. Zinke
to help him fulfill his pledge to uphold the conservation spirit of Theodore Roosevelt by opposing
the sell-off, transfer, or roll-back of America’s

public lands,” said NWF CEO Collin O’Mara.
Recognizing there will be areas of disagreement, O’Mara emphasized NWF’s commitment
“to working with Secretary Zinke to engage local
communities, to find solutions that are supported
by sound science, to reflect America’s conservation values, and to benefit local economies.”
The choice of former Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue as Agriculture Secretary has a great
deal of potential benefit for wildlife and natural
resource conservation. In addition to overseeing
the 191 million acres of national forests managed
by the US Forest, the Agriculture Department
also includes the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). The NRCS manages a
wide array of conservation programs that protect
wildlife habitat on private farms and ranches, as
well as several programs that provide public access to private land for hunting and fishing.
Mike Worley, the CEO of the Georgia Wildlife Federation, knows Governor Perdue well,
and has hunted quail with him many times. He
endorsed the choice of Perdue based on Perdue’s
record of working in a bipartisan way to protect
habitat and public access.
“Governor Perdue is a true sportsman and
committed conservationist, who prioritized

improving the natural resources of Georgia
throughout his tenure,” said Worley.
In contrast to Mr. Zinke and Mr. Perdue, Donald Trump’s choice of Scott Pruitt to head the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) represents a major setback for the environment and
for outdoorspeople.
As Attorney General in Oklahoma, Scott Pruitt
sued the EPA 14 times to overturn key protections for clean water, clean air, and public health.
Some of these lawsuits included specific attacks
on the idea that peer-reviewed science should
guide the agency’s decision-making.
As a result of his anti-science record, Pruitt
was the first presidential nominee that National
Wildlife Federation has opposed in the organization’s 80 year history.
“If Administrator Pruitt focuses on solutions
to our most pressing natural resource challenges,
he will find a partner in the National Wildlife
Federation,” remarked O’Mara.
“If, however, he takes the tact he did as Oklahoma Attorney General and aims to tear down
the fundamental, science-based safeguards that
protect Americans’ public health and natural resources, NWF will stand up for America’s bipartisan conservation values.”
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FWP DIRECTOR (CONT. FROM PAGE 7)
That 22-page document was created over the
past two years by FWP staff who drew upon
ideas, concerns, and suggestions from employees
and the public across the state. It sets a course
for this agency over the next decade and makes
clear FWP’s core values, such as embracing the
public trust, respecting property rights, and using
science. The vision document also commits
the department to improving public service,
accomplishing more through partnerships, and
increasing opportunities for outdoor recreation,
to name just a few goals.
In this fast-changing world, we as an agency need to adapt and adjust to remain relevant.
Hunters and anglers continue to ask for more
and better information, access, and opportunities. Public interest in nongame wildlife management and wildlife watching recreation continues to grow. Visits to state parks have doubled
in the last few years, while revenue to manage

and maintain those treasured sites has flatlined.
Rapidly developing technologies such as smartphone apps create new opportunities for serving
our various publics. And that’s just for starters.
In responding to these and other challenges
outlined in the FWP vision document, this
department needs unity to become stronger, more
responsive, and more creative. We also need to
work more collaboratively with communities,
businesses, interest groups, and other agencies.
And all the while we must be inclusive,
transparent, and fair.
The world we live in has never been so
interconnected. Consider the recent discovery
of invasive mussels in Montana. The invasive
species threatens agriculture and fishing
industries, outdoor recreation, and aquatic
ecosystems. Responding to the threat has required
all concerned parties to come together and agree
on appropriate responses for containment and

control. Despite FWP’s proven expertise in
managing aquatic invasive species, this is not an
issue we can tackle alone. That’s also true with
so many issues we face.
As FWP’s new director, I’ll try some new
approaches to solving problems, but I’ll be
sure that the department’s long-held priorities
and values stay the same. I’ve been with FWP
before and have worked for years on the issues
challenging the agency. I’m surrounded by smart
and capable men and women from all divisions
of the department. With their advice and support,
I’ll do everything in my power to ensure that FWP
continues to manage the state’s fish, wildlife,
and parks responsibly and sustainably so that
they remain central to the Montana experience
we all value.
Martha Williams is the new Director of
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks.

PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEWEST STAFF MEMBER!
Alec Underwood has joined the Montana Wildlife Federation staff as our
new Climate Change Outreach Assistant bringing his passion for conservation and admiration of public lands to the job. Alec has spent several
years in the field of fisheries and holds a degree in aquatic wildlife biology from the University of Montana.
He has worked for several state wildlife management agencies including
Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, Idaho Department of Fish and Game,
and Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. He currently works as a
Conservation Associate for Montana Trout Unlimited, is an Ambassador
for the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership, and sits on the
board of directors for the WestSlope Chapter of Trout Unlimited. He has
also worked in collaboration with federal agencies, private landowners,
and conservation organizations on a variety of different issues.
While not working or volunteering his time for conservation, Alec can
be found on a trout stream or in the mountains of southwest Montana
pursuing elk in September. He is an avid photographer and commonly
contributes to Backcountry Journal. You can reach Alec at 406-303-0494
or alec@mtwf.org.
MWF STAFF

WHAT IS THE MONTANA WILDLIFE FEDERATION?
The Montana Wildlife Federation is a statewide conservation organization dedicated to promoting
wildlife, wildlife habitat, and sportsmen’s interests. Our membership includes thousands of Montanans
and others around the nation who are dedicated to conserving Montana’s wildlife and outdoor heritage.
Montana Wildlife is published quarterly by the Montana Wildlife Federation, PO Box 1175, Helena,
MT 59624-1175. Third Class postage paid at Helena, MT. Editorial, subscription and membership
correspondence should be mailed to the above address.
Montana Wildlife is the official membership publication of Montana Wildlife Federation. Subscriptions to
Montana Wildlife are available for $35 per year.
OFFICERS
Kathy Hadley, President
Corey Fisher, Internal Affairs VP
Bill Geer, Issues VP
Kevin Maki, Treasurer
Annie McLaughlin, Secretary
Skip Kowalski, Past President
Skip Kowalski, NWF Rep.

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS
Tim Aldrich - Missoula
John Gibson - Billings
Gary Hammond - Billings
Chuck Hunt - Kila
Chris Marchion - Anaconda

Harvey Nyberg - Lewistown
Tom Puchlerz - Stevensville
Mark Sweeney - Helena
Jim Vashro - Kalispell
JW Westman - Park City

Executive Director
Dave Chadwick
dchadwick@mtwf.org

Conservation Director
Nick Gevock
ngevock@mtwf.org

Outreach Coordinator
Mark Dostal
mdostal@mtwf.org

Climate Change
Outreach Assistant
Alec Underwood
alec@mtwf.org

W. MT Representative
David Stalling
dstalling@mtwf.org

E. MT Representative
John Bradley
jbradley@mtwf.org

Office Manager
Candy Noose
cnoose@mtwf.org

Comptroller
Deb Lane
dlane@mtwf.org

AFFILIATE CLUBS
Anaconda Sportsmen’s Club
Bear Paw Bowmen
Flathead Wildlife, Inc.
Gallatin Wildlife Association
Helena Hunters & Anglers
Hellgate Hunters & Anglers
Laurel Rod & Gun Club
Libby Rod & Gun Club

JOIN TODAY! VISIT US AT WWW.MONTANAWILDLIFE.ORG

Park County Rod & Gun
Club
Public Land/Water Access
Association
Ravalli County Fish and
Wildlife Association
Rosebud/Treasure Wildlife
Association
Russell County Sportsmen

12

SPRING 2017

BIGHORN SHEEP (CONT. FROM PAGE 6)
now free of conflict from domestic livestock.
NWF also has a “Wildlife Conflict Resolution
Program” that provides incentives for ranchers
to voluntarily retire sheep-grazing allotments,
switch to cattle, or trade and move their grazing
allotments to areas far from wild sheep.
“We believe this grazing retirement approach
can provide a new conservation model that reduces litigation, sustains agriculture, and reconfigures grazing to locations where it is compatible and sustainable,” says NWF’s Kit Fisher.
“Our approach emphasizes collaboration between sportsmen, landowners, sheep producers,
agricultural organizations, state and federal government and land managers.”
For the short term, the effort seeks to keep a
bad situation from getting worse by protecting
herds that are currently most at risk.
Glenn Hockett, of the Gallatin Wildlife
Association, an affiliate of MWF, thinks more
aggressive actions need to be taken to protect
the long-term health and sustainability of our
bighorn populations. The Gallatin Wildlife
Association has been fighting to protect and
expand our wild bighorn populations for many
years. Among other things, they are pushing
for the U.S. Forest Service to update grazing
allotment management plans to accommodate
current knowledge and science, and want to see
policies in place that will ensure the long-term
health and sustainability of bighorns.
With Montana’s wild sheep herds separated
into 46 small, distinct herds – some with as

few as 100 animals – wildlife biologists worry
about the long-term genetic viability of these
herds. Also, by focusing on where wild sheep
currently exist, and keeping them separate from
where domestic sheep currently graze, there is
a lot of good, wild sheep habitat not occupied
and being used by bighorns – areas where, if not
for domestic sheep, wild sheep could expand
and grow into larger, healthier, more viable and
sustainable numbers. In the Gravelly Mountains,
for example, Hockett says there are seven
“clusters” of sheep allotments near Bighorn
Mountain, keeping wild bighorns from being
able to use a vast landscape. In the Centennial
Mountains, government-funded domestic sheep
research on public lands not only prevents wild
sheep from expanding, but has led to the closure
of public lands to public access and hunting.
“On public lands, native wildlife must take
precedence,” Hockett says.
“The need for large landscape conservation of
connected habitat for bighorn sheep is apparent,”
Hockett says. “While the policies of removing
domestic sheep from public lands to protect and
expand bighorn habitat might be daunting, the
scientific research is clear: The mere presence of
domestic sheep results in the loss of bighorn use
of an area, and fragmentation and degradation of
surrounding habitat and populations.”
David Stalling is the Western Field Representative of the Montana Wildlife Federation. Reach
him at dstalling@mtwf.org.

Kurt Alt, staff biologist for the Wild
Sheep Foundation, talked about the status
of bighorn sheep in Montana at the February meeting of the Ravalli County Fish and
Wildlife Association in Hamilton. Alt asked
those attending: “What would you do if
suddenly 70 percent of your local elk herd
suddenly dropped dead? Well, that is basically what is happening to our wild sheep
herds, but not a lot of people know about
it.” He said attempts to separate wild sheep
from domestic sheep can help us keep what
we have, but the long-term health and viability of bighorns depends on collaboration. “We need to start working together,
with the wool growers, sheep producers and
agricultural interests,” he said, “to pool our
resources and find long-term, permanent solutions to stop the spread of disease into our
wild sheep herds.”

OUTDOOR SHOW (CONT. FROM PAGE 5)

FROM
HABITAT (CONT.
PAGE 4)

of the Antiquities Act to protect this spectacular 1.5 million acre landscape, which is home to
more than 100,000 archaeological sites and stunning redrock canyons.
In fact, the monument designated by President
Obama matched exactly the boundaries put forth
by Rep. Rob Bishop of Utah, who was working
on a Public Lands Initiative and who chairs the
House Natural Resources committee. Bishop
pulled the plug late in the process of crafting a
bill, leading five American Indian tribes to write
Obama urging him to designate the monument.
Utah’s politicians decry the use of the
Antiquities Act to protect special places, while
at the same time touting the state’s five national
parks. They leave out the fact that four of those
five parks were designated using the Act.
It reached a head last month when leaders
of the Outdoor Retailer show held a meeting
with Gov. Gary Herbert to urge him to change
course on public lands. He didn’t, and the OR
representatives put out a press release saying
they heard “more of the same.” They also said
they are moving the show.
The impact on the economy from the loss of

Utah’s largest convention will be far more than
$45 million per year. The show was planning to
expand to five times a year, with an estimated
$100 million in economic activity. And other
shows that were planning to consider Salt Lake,
including the InterBike show, have told Utah not
to apply for their show.
The likely winner will be Denver, which is eager to bring the OR show to its downtown. Promoters there even took out ads in the Salt Lake
Tribune urging the show to move.
The loss of the OR show is a sign that people
have had enough of these attacks on our shared
public land heritage. We first and foremost know
that these special lands are vital for our quality
of life, as the places we go to hunt, fish and recreate in a host of ways. But they’re also essential
for our economy, and will continue to be. People
are fighting back, and the OR show will likely
be just the first of many efforts throughout the
West for the public to say end these attacks on
our public lands.

cutthroat trout; conserve and restore big game
habitat, especially critical winter range, migratory corridors, and fawning and calving habit for
deer and elk; revise grazing practices to protect
and restore the health of rivers and streams; protect undeveloped, backcountry wildlands including wilderness and non-wilderness lands; protect
and enhance access to public lands, and encourage collaborative efforts that include all stakeholders and users of our National Forests to seek
common ground and find cooperative solutions
to land-management issues.
Public comments can also be emailed from
the Helena-Lewis and Clark National Forest
website, or sent or hand-delivered to: the Helena-Lewis and Clark National Forest Supervisor’s Office, ATTN: Forest Plan Revision, 2880
Skyway Dr., Helena, MT 59602
For more information, call Forest Plan Revision Team Leader Deb Entwistle at 406-4495201, or go to the website www.fs.usda.gov/
goto/hlc/forest_plan_revision.

Nick Gevock is MWF’s Conservation Director.
Contact him at ngevock@mtwf.org.

David Stalling is MWF’s Western Field Rep.
Reach him at dstalling@mtwf.org.
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