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HABITAT MONTANA: GOOD 
FOR HUNTERS, LANDOWNERS
By E. Donnall Thomas Jr.

Montana land ownership pat-
terns have changed dramati-

cally over the last decade, leaving 
many outdoorsmen longing wist-
fully for the good old days. Perhaps 
we’d be better off celebrating how 
good we have it. An old friend, now 
long gone, once told me about grow-
ing up on the family homestead in 
Fergus County during the Great De-
pression. One morning he woke up 
to shouting from his father, who was 
busily rousing all the kids. The cause 
of the early morning excitement? A 
deer was standing in the pasture be-
hind the house! None of the children 
had ever seen one before.

That scenario would be hard to imagine today, 
but the early 1900s were dark days for American 

wildlife. Its rebound to current levels represents 
a remarkable success story that did not tran-
spire by accident. American wildlife recovery 
required decades of effort and investment from 
public and private sec-
tors alike. Montana was 
at the forefront of this 
movement.

In 1927, the state 
transplanted 86 elk 
from Yellowstone Na-
tional Park to Central 
Montana’s Little Belt 
Mountains, from which 
they had been extirpated 
through a combination 
of habitat loss, market 
hunting, and unregulat-
ed subsistence harvest. 
Some descendants sur-
vived, although longtime residents of the area 
have told me that there were hardly any elk in 
the Belts for decades. The main problem then 
was lack of secure winter range, which the De-
partment of Fish, Wildlife and Parks addressed 
by purchasing a thousand acres of land in 1940. 

That parcel eventually grew into the 9,000-
acre Judith River Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA), the first of 69 now distributed around 
the state. I’m well acquainted with the “Game 
Range,” as locals still call it, and can’t imagine 
the Belts without the security habitat (and hunt-
ing opportunities) it provides.

In 1987, the state legislature created the Habi-
tat Montana program, which now manages the 
WMAs along with 336 Fishing Access sites. Hab-
itat Montana also uses conservation easements 
(436,000 acres) and purchases from willing sell-
ers (372,000 acres) to provide a combination of 
habitat for wildlife and outdoor recreational op-
portunities for the public. The latter is of spe-
cial concern to those who live in Montana and 
keep the state running, as land ownership pat-
terns change and locked gates and posted signs 
replace a long tradition of landowner hospitality.

There’s lots to like about Habitat Montana. 
The program leverages conservation dollars into 
the state from both public and private sources. 
Hunters and other outdoor recreationists enjoy 
improved access to adjoining lands, both public 
and private. Land purchases are negotiated only 
with willing sellers. Conservation easements 
have provided farmers and ranchers with work-
ing capital, estate planning benefits, and a means 
of preserving their land legacy. Best of all, this 
program costs Montana taxpayers nothing. Habi-
tat Montana is funded solely by revenues derived 
from the sale of hunting licenses, predominantly 
to non-residents.

Nonetheless the 
program has oppo-
nents, some moti-
vated by general 
anti-government 
sentiment, oth-
ers by perceived 
threats to private 
property rights. 
These interests are 
well funded and 
politically active. 
The 2015 Mon-
tana Legislature 
enacted changes 
to the budget 

that prevent Habitat Montana from purchasing 
new property unless the deal was already in the 
works, although the ability to grant conservation 
easements remains. As a result, FWP has had to 

continued on page 7

Habitat Montana 
creates exceptional 

public hunting 
opportunities and 

reduces wildlife 
conflicts with farmers 

and ranchers.
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By Kathy Hadley
MWF President

The fall season is my favorite 
time of the year. It’s a time 

to get outdoors, walk the fields for 
game birds with my husband and our 
dog and get back into the forests and 
plains for deer and elk. This year it is 
also a time when all of us should be 
paying attention to upcoming elec-
tions for local, state and federal of-
fices. We have a lot at stake.

In Montana, we have a ballot initiative that is 
critically important if you care about the scientif-
ic management of our wildlife and our ability to 
maintain access to, and use of, our public lands. 
Initiative I-177 is called “The Montana Trap 
Free Public Lands Act” and if passed, would out-
law trapping on all federal, state, county and city 
owned lands within Montana. 

MWF supports trapping as part of our out-

door heritage and as a wildlife management tool. 
Trapping is a traditional use of Montana’s wild-
life resources and, like hunting and fishing, is 
regulated by the Fish and Wildlife Commission. 
Management of trapping is best done through 
recommendations from professional biologists 
and under the public scrutiny of the Fish and 
Wildlife Commission. If there are problems with 
trapping in certain areas, then those should be 
brought to the Commission for their consider-
ation. Public land managers also have the ability 
to restrict trapping in certain areas if necessary, 
after consulting with local stakeholders.

The most troubling aspect for me is that I-177 
would, if passed enact a state law that regulates 
what happens on 25+ million acres of federal 
public land, including our national forests, wild-
life refuges and Bureau 
of Land Management 
lands. It sets a precedent 
for other state laws to be 
passed that will infringe 
on federal management 
of these lands. Isn’t that 
why we have been fight-
ing - to keep public lands 
in public hands, to prevent 
the transfer of our public 
lands to states or counties? 

I hope all MWF members will join me in vot-
ing no on I-177.

Wildlife and conservation advocates also 
have a lot at stake in the elections for the Legis-
lature, governor, and other offices. By now you 
are probably getting tired of all the political ads 
and social media posts regarding the upcoming 
elections. I know I am. But these races are too 
important to ignore. 

MWF does not endorse or support candidates 
for any office – but we can and do encourage all 
Montanans to do their homework and vote for 
the people and parties that will defend our wild-
life and public land values. Pay attention to the 

candidates and become informed on their posi-
tions, especially regarding public lands. There 
are significant differences between many candi-
dates for the legislature and for state and federal 
offices that could impact our ability to access 
public lands and conserve and protect our public 
trust, wildlife resources and habitats. If you are 
able, go to candidate forums, look up candidate 
web sites and learn what they are about. 

One source of information that is worth look-
ing at is the party platforms. These are policy 
statements that put the parties on record on 
where they stand on many critically important 
issues. You can look these up on the web for both 
the Democratic and Republican parties. 

Remember, all elections are important. Who 
gets elected as a county supervisor can make a 

difference when it comes to 
determining whether local 
roads are deemed open to the 
public or not. Successful leg-
islative candidates determine 
the budget of Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks, and often try to pass 
laws related to hunting, fish-
ing and outdoor recreation 
that can be good or bad. The 
state Land Board is made up 
of the Governor, Attorney 

General, Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Commissioner of Securities and Insurance, and 
Secretary of State, and these officials have ev-
erything to say about the management of our 
state lands and the outdoor opportunities they 
represent. 

It is our responsibility as citizens to become 
informed voters, and then to vote in November 
to protect what we value.

Kathy Hadley is MWF’s President. A lifelong 
hunter, angler, and conservationist, Kathy has 
been a member of MWF for 27 years. Contact 
her at kathh@ncat.org.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
VOTING FOR SOUND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

All 
elections 

are 
important. 

LEAVING A LEGACY FOR MONTANA’S WILDLIFE
WHY PLANNED GIVING?

Planned giving means leaving a portion 
of your estate to a nonprofit organization to 
help ensure their long-term stability.  Your 
donation would allow a nonprofit organiza-
tion such as the Montana Wildlife Federation 
to continue to serve outdoorsmen and women 
across the Treasure State. As a donor, there 
are many benefits such as tax incentives, 
income, and the feeling of satisfaction your 
donation offers. 

You do not have to be wealthy to par-
ticipate in planned giving. The benefits of 
planned giving are available at any income 
level.  Even a modest donation can contribute 
to MWF’s endowment funds, helping sustain 

the work you care about for years to come. Your 
gift helps ensure your children and your chil-
dren’s children can enjoy the access to wildlife, 
water, and public lands that we value today.

LEAVING A LEGACY FOR FUTURE GEN-
ERATIONS

Including MWF in your estate planning is 
one of the most important ways you can sup-
port our work to protect Montana’s abundant 
fish and wildlife, natural lands and waters, and 
public access for future generations.  

LET US THANK YOU

If you have included MWF in your estate 
plans, please let us know!  We want to thank 

you for your gift and make sure that we under-
stand the purpose of your gift.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

To learn more, call MWF at 406-458-0227 
or send an email to giving@mtwf.org. 

Paid for by the Montana Wildlife Federation 
PO Box 1175 Helena, MT 59624 - Kevin Maki, Treasurer



By John Bradley
MWF Eastern Field Rep.

As the hunting season for most 
upland birds starts this month 

in Montana, hunters are taking to 
the field in pursuit of flushing cov-
eys - most unaware of the Farm Bill. 
The Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP), which is just one of many 
conservation tools in the Farm Bill, 
pays landowners to take highly 
erodible marginal croplands out of 
production and plant them to na-
tive grasses. In addition to reducing 
price-depressing commodity sur-
pluses, CRP grasslands anchor soil 
to the landscape, reducing erosion 
and making our streams and lakes 
cleaner.

Another direct benefit to sportsmen and wom-
en has been the restoration of wildlife habitat at 
a scale unmatched by any state, federal, or pri-
vate wildlife conservation program. In Montana 
in 2010, more than 3 million acres of grasslands, 
wetlands, and other habitats were conserved un-
der CRP contracts on 6,247 farms. CRP may be 
best known for its benefit to pheasants. Accord-
ing to the USDA, a 4 percent increase in CRP 

grassland acres is associated with a 22 percent 
increase in pheasant counts. While the program 
is known for its increase in pheasants, it also 
benefits sharptail grouse, Hungarian partridges, 
sage-grouse, countless songbirds, and big game 
as well. Unfortunately, a cap has been placed on 
how much land can be placed into the CRP pro-
gram.

This once great program supported more than 
37 million acres of soil and water conservation 
and associated wildlife habitat. Regrettably, 
Congress reduced the program to 24 million 
acres in the current Farm Bill, which has led to 
USDA turning down thousands of CRP applica-
tions submitted by farmers across the country. 
This has resulted in a devastating loss of habitat 

for upland birds, waterfowl, freshwater fish, and 
deer.

America’s farmers, ranchers, conservation-
ists, and hunters all benefit from a stronger Con-
servation Reserve Program. Farmers and ranch-
ers get a bigger tool in their tool box to stabilize 
their income on acres that are not as productive. 
Conservationists see the benefit in more habitat 
for wildlife and higher populations of animals. 
And hunters, we see the benefit in more flushes 
and filled game bags. This is a program that we 
can all get behind.

John Bradley is the Eastern Field Rep. of 
Montana Wildlife Federation. You can reach him 
at jbradley@mtwf.org

FARM BILL CUTS THREATEN CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM 
SUPPORTING FARM INCOME AND WILDLIFE
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GEARING UP FOR 2017 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
WILDLIFE AND HABITAT IN THE LEGISLATURE
By Nick Gevock
MWF Conservation Director

The Montana Wildlife Federation 
had many successes in the 2015 

Legislature that advanced wildlife 
and habitat, and we’re working hard 
to lay the groundwork for another 
successful session next year. 

In 2015, MWF and our conservation partners 
helped pass increased funding for Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks; strengthened our game pro-
tection laws and defeated nearly a dozen bills 
aimed at taking over federal public lands in our 
state. We also passed measures that help our 
friends in the agricultural community by bar-
ring feral hogs in our state, killed a bill setting 
late seasons for cow elk, and defeated a bill that 
would have barred sage grouse hunting. 

Next year, MWF will be bringing several bills 
that aim to increase public access to public land, 
increase funding for livestock loss prevention 
work to benefit grizzly bears, and increase fund-
ing for the popular Block Management Program 
to give landowners a raise. All of these measures 
are meant to build on past successes and continue 
our focus on wildlife, habitat and public access 
to enjoy public wildlife. 

MWF will again work to get a bill passed 

that increases the fine for people who gate pub-
lic roads that lead to public land. A similar bill 
failed to pass last session, but MWF has been 
working with county officials to address some 
concerns with the bill and bring it back. 

On the access front, MWF will also be bring-
ing back a bill to increase funding for the Block 
Management program. The bill would add $4 
to the hunting access enhancement fee for resi-
dent hunters, and increase the maximum amount 
a landowner can receive for welcoming public 
hunters. We believe after years of going without 
an increase in the cap landowners deserve a raise 
for participating in Block Management. 

And finally for access, MWF will be work-
ing with other sporting groups to ensure that we 
fully restore Habitat Montana. The popular pro-
gram that protects key wildlife habitat is one of 
our state’s biggest conservation successes. It has 
helped FWP buy key elk and deer winter range, 
riparian habitats, as well as protect, through con-
servation easements, important habitat on pri-
vate farms and ranches. Habitat Montana is also 
excellent for hunter access, both to lands pur-
chased and protected, as well as adjoining public 
lands. It’s crucial that we don’t restrict the ability 
of FWP to use Habitat Montana for its intended 
purpose. 

MWF will also come in to support additional 
funding for livestock loss prevention programs. 
These include livestock carcass management, 

electric fencing of attractants, and range riders. 
These programs help keep grizzly bears and oth-
er carnivores from being drawn to private ranch-
es and communities, and ultimately cut down on 
wildlife conflicts. We need these programs to en-
sure success in keeping grizzly bears from get-
ting into trouble with livestock. 

Finally, MWF is looking at some bills to ad-
dress the growing issue of illegal fish introduc-
tions. This problem has caused extensive dam-
age to many of our native fisheries, particularly 
in northwestern Montana, and cost FWP and the 
anglers of Montana many thousands of dollars 
to deal with the aftermath once a non-native fish 
species is established. 

As always, we will be monitoring all bills 
that come through the Legislature that could 
affect our wildlife, public lands, and FWP. We 
will work to defeat any bill that dictates wildlife 
management, affects FWP’s budget negatively 
or works to privatize our public fish and wild-
life resources. We will also watch for attacks on 
Montana’s stream access law. 

With cooperation from our conservation part-
ners and engagement from our membership, 
MWF is confident we will come out of the 2017 
Legislature with wins for wildlife, habitat and 
access to benefit hunters, anglers and all wildlife 
enthusiasts. 

Nick Gevock is MWF’s Conservation Director. 
Contact him at ngevock@mtwf.org.



By Dave Chadwick
Executive Director

This is an exciting time to be part 
of the Montana Wildlife Feder-

ation. As we start our 81st year as an 
organization, we’ve been refocusing 
our activities, reinventing our busi-
ness operations, growing our mem-
bership, and expanding our lines of 
communication – all while helping 
move forward several significant 
conservation accomplishments.

Over the last year, we’ve recruited new 
members all over Montana and the nation, 
drawing a new generation of hunters, anglers, 
and other conservationists into our Federation. 

By Nick Gevock
MWF Conservation Director

States should take over federal 
public land and dictate the man-

agement of those lands. 
It’s an argument we have been hearing for 

several years from proponents of the transfer of 
federal public lands to the states. Ironically, it’s 
also an argument in the flawed 
“Montana Trap Free Public 
Lands Initiative” (I-177) a pro-
posal on the November ballot 
that would outlaw well-regulated 
trapping on public lands through-
out Montana.

Responsible, managed trap-
ping is an essential wildlife man-
agement tool and an important 
part of our outdoor heritage. 
Like hunting and fishing, regulation of trapping 
should be handled by the professional biologists 
who work for the Department of Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks (FWP), under the supervision of the 
Fish and Wildlife Commission.

I-177 replaces scientific wildlife management 
with ballot-box wildlife management, in which 
we let the general public, with no training in 
wildlife science, dictate with a broad brush how 
our wildlife resources should be managed.

Managing wildlife through the ballot box is 
almost as bad as letting politicians dictate wild-
life management. Every Legislative session, we 
see dozens of bad bills that would set policy and 
micro-manage the Fish and Wildlife Commis-

sion. They range from 
bills dictating the man-
agement of individual 
species, forcing agencies 
to split open big game se-
curity habitat, or giving 
wildlife management to 
the Department of Live-
stock instead of FWP.

Just as we fight against 
political management of 

wildlife by legislators, we need to fight against 
political management of wildlife at the ballot 
box. 

By outlawing trapping on all public lands 
within Montana’s boundaries, I-177 would be 

I-177 is 
“Ballot-Box” 

wildlife 
management.

We’ve added new staff in Billings and Missoula, 
giving us boots on the ground to work on local 
issues and rally local activists. 

This year, we brought five new volunteers 
on to our Board of Directors, bringing in new 
energy alongside our strong base of experience 
and expertise. Through it all, we’ve been 
expanding our communications, launching new 
email newsletters, growing our presence on 
social media, and maintaining a respected voice 
in traditional print and broadcast media. 

Even as we work to grow our organization, 
MWF’s strong base of volunteers and staffers 
have kept up our engagement with the issues 
that matter to us all. In fact, investing time and 
energy in growing our organization has enhanced 
our ability to protect habitat, defend scientific 
wildlife management, and advocate for public 
land and public access.

One strength of MWF over the years has 
always been our affiliate structure. When MWF 
was launched eight decades ago, we were born 
as a federation of local rod and gun clubs and 
other conservation organizations. From Flathead 
Wildlife to the Laurel Rod and Gun Club, from 
the Ravalli County Fish and Wildlife Association 
to the Russell Country Sportsmen’s Association, 
our affiliates include people from every part of 
the state, all walks of life, and every end of the 
political spectrum.

The diversity of opinion in Montana means 
that local organizations in each part of the state 
may not always agree with each other. And they 
often don’t agree with MWF! But we are all 
held together by a shared commitment to well-
managed wildlife, plenty of quality habitat, and 

public access to public wildlife. Over the decades, 
our partnership of local affiliate organizations 
has provided the foundation for winning 
important fights in Helena, and Washington, 
DC. Elected officials, agency managers, other 
conservation groups, and businesses listen when 
we collectively speak up on important issues. 
And we’ll need to have that strong, diverse base 
of support as we tackle some of the emerging 
issues discussed in this newsletter.

To that end, MWF would like to place a 
priority on expanding our support for local 
affiliate organizations. Just like any organization, 
many local rod and gun clubs and conservation 
associations need to invest time and energy 
in growing their grassroots, recruiting new 
members, and spreading the word about their 
activities. And we want to help as much as 
we can. MWF staff can provide help with 
everything from event planning to social media 
to fundraising – and we are ready to jump right 
in.

In the coming months, the MWF Board 
of Directors will be convening a task force of 
volunteers to consider ways MWF can help 
local affiliates. If you want to participate in this 
process – or even just have ideas you want to 
share - please contact me at dchadwick@mtwf.
org or contact Board President Kathy Hadley at 
khadley@ncat.org. 

Working together, we can keep growing our 
Federation and strengthening our collective 
voice for wildlife, habitat and public access!

   Dave Chadwick is MWF’s Executive Director.  
Contact him at dchadwick@mtwf.org.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 
SUPPORTING MWF’S LOCAL AFFILIATES TO BUILD 
A STRONGER FEDERATION

BEST MANAGEMENT COMES THROUGH PROPER CHANNELS 
I-177 IS BAD PUBLIC POLICY

state law dictating management on federal pub-
lic lands. That is exactly what a small group of 
extremist legislators attempted in the last legisla-
tive session when they tried to seize public lands 
from the federal government – and ultimately all 
Americans. In Montana we know that this would 
lead to either massive tax hikes for Montanans, 
or a large scale sell off in a big fire year to cover 
the costs of firefighting. 

If we go down the route of letting state laws 
dictate what is allowed on federal lands, it 
wouldn’t take long for some states to pass laws 
to ban all hunting, fishing and trapping on public 
lands. It would lead to a massive loss of hunting 
and fishing opportunity for average sportsmen 
and sportswomen, and cause numerous problems 
for state wildlife agencies charged with manag-
ing our public wildlife. 

Let’s keep our outdoor traditions intact and re-
ject I-177. Ballot box wildlife management and 
state control over federal public lands fly in the 
face of everything we value.

 
Nick Gevock is Montana Wildlife Federation’s 

Conservation Director. Contact him at ngevock@
mtwf.org.

Paid for by the Montana Wildlife Federation 
PO Box 1175 Helena, MT 59624 - Kevin Maki, Treasurer
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By Dave Stalling
MWF Western Field Rep.

Forty-five years ago Alan Chris-
tensen went elk hunting with 

his uncle and some friends. Though 
more than a foot of snow had fallen, 
the elk stayed up high, out of reach. 
“But my uncle was a logger and had 
the only four-wheel-drive around,” 
Christensen says. “That got us into 
the high country where the elk were, 
away from other people.” 

Today, four-wheel-drive trucks are standard 
equipment for most hunters.

“The technology and ability for people to get 
to and kill elk has changed dramatically in 45 
years,” Christensen says. “That, combined with 
changes in habitat, more hunting pressure and 
better access to elk country have made elk more 
vulnerable to hunting.” 

As a former Wildlife Program Leader for the 
U.S. Forest Service’s Northern Region, Chris-
tensen not only helped pioneer the concept of 
elk vulnerability, he did something about it. In 
1989, he joined with other wildlife professionals 
from state and federal agencies, universities and 
timber companies to form an Elk Vulnerability 
Working Group. Through research, symposiums 
and publications, the group united biologists and 
managers to identify vulnerability problems and 
seek solutions. 

In one major study, researchers examined elk 
mortality in areas with a high density of open 
roads, another where roads 
are closed to motorized 
vehicles during hunting 
season, and another area 
with no roads. In the area 
with open roads, only five 
percent of all bulls lived to 
maturity (defined as 4-1/2 
years). None of the bulls 
lived past 5-1/2, and the 
herd contained about 10 
bulls to every 100 cows. 
In the area with seasonal travel restrictions, 16 
percent of the bulls lived past maturity, most 
reaching 7-1/2, with 20 bulls per 100 cows. In 
the roadless area, 30 percent of the bulls lived to 
maturity, most reaching 10 years, with nearly 35 

bulls per 100 cows. 
“As road access increases and habitat security 

declines, we can expect elk to be increasingly 
vulnerable to hunting,” researchers concluded. 
“Without access management, the results will 
include elk populations with undesirable sex and 
age structures, increasingly complex and restric-
tive hunting regulations to protect elk herds, and 
a loss of recreational opportunity.” 

Other studies showed similar results. 
“Vulnerability encompasses many factors,” 

Christensen says. “Densities of roads open to 
vehicles, increasing den-
sity of hunters, decreas-
ing amounts of elk cov-
er, improved technology 
. . . taken by themselves 
they may not be that sig-
nificant, but put them 
all together and they’re 
very significant.” 

Significant enough 
that in many elk states, 
rising elk vulnerability 

spurred wildlife departments to cut hunting sea-
sons and switch more and more to limited-entry 
hunting. 

“As a whole, elk populations are generally 
stable or increasing throughout Montana and 

the West,” Christensen says. “There are more 
elk now than at any point since the turn of the 
century. However, in some herds the problem is 
the sex ratios and age-class structures – in oth-
er words, a lack of mature bulls. This is not so 
much an elk vulnerability issue, as it is a bull 
vulnerability issue.” 

Some hunters are happy to hunt for cows, 
spikes and raghorns. For them, the opportunity 
to hunt elk ranks higher than the opportunity to 
encounter a mature bull in the field. Until rela-
tively recently, even some wildlife biologists 
believed mature bulls weren’t necessary, as long 
as young bulls bred with cows. They judged the 
health of herds through pregnancy rates and an-
nual “recruitment” of newborn calves. 

But numerous studies have since confirmed 
what many wildlife biologists already suspected: 
Lack of mature bulls in a herd can disrupt breed-
ing seasons, conception dates and calf survival. 
Younger bulls tend to breed later and over a lon-
ger period in the fall than mature bulls. As a result, 
calving seasons last longer and many calves are 
born late in the spring. Late-born calves miss out 
on the lush forage of early spring, and also have 
less time to feed on high-quality forage and con-
sequently may enter the winter in poorer condi-
tion than calves born earlier. Drawn-out calving 

PROTECTING HABITAT & PRESERVING HUNTING OPPORTUNITY
THE IMPORTANCE OF ELK SECURITY HABITAT
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This is not so much 
an elk vulnerability 
issue, as it is a bull 
vulnerability issue
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By Bill Mealer, M.D.
MWF Member

After practicing plastic surgery 
for 20 years in Southern Cali-

fornia, and as an Assistant Professor 
at the University of California at San 
Diego, I had the opportunity to relo-
cate anywhere in the US I wanted. I 
started to research the pros and cons 
of Western states well suited for an 
avid outdoorsman. 

By saying I am an avid outdoorsman, I mean 
that I am addicted to the outdoor world. I have 
had boats ranging from waterfowl hunting air-
boats to speedy marlin cruisers. I have hired crop 
duster planes to fly deep into the remote Mexi-
can Laguna Madre in pursuit of huge concentra-
tions of ducks and geese; waterfowl hunting like 
yesterday’s dreams. I ran a bird hunting service 
in Northeastern Mexico chasing plentiful quail, 
ducks, geese and wild pigeons. Later, I owned 
a big game fishing service in the Sea of Cortez 
for trophy tuna, marlin, wahoo, and mahi mahi. 
In fact, I crossed into Mexico from Texas or 
California in pursuit of outdoor adventures so 
many times (more than forty times one year!) 
that the US Border Patrol put me 
on a special “full search list.” 
This became so bothersome that 
when asked what I was bringing 
back I would laugh and say “only 
turista and a whole bunch of dirty 
clothes,” prompting them to speed 
me through as I tipped my hat and 
said “thanks.” For over twenty 
years, I also ran a charity cleft 
lip and palate surgical program 
for the University of California 
throughout Mexico to give back 
to the country that had provided 
me with so many exciting memo-
ries. Unfortunately, most of these wild resources 
are too dangerous to pursue given the Mexican 
cartel problems.

I have lived, fished and solo hunted in Africa 
while I worked as a missionary doctor. I have had 
multiple near death encounters with elephants 
and nasty hippos. I have trout and ocean fished 
the tip of South America in Patagonia. There 
were exciting trips to fish the flats and rivers for 
tarpon and bonefish in Central America and Aus-
tralia. I was lucky enough to catch 600+ pound 
marlin off the east coast of Australia. Other great 
trips were to Alaskan rivers full of salmon and 
Alaskan grizzlies. Other passions are stalking 

trophy whitetails and elk with a bow through-
out the American Mid-west and Alberta. I do not 
always get a trophy animal but I always have a 
great experience.

As I became more focused on moving with 
my family, I looked for a place where I could 
continue my surgical work and pursue my out-
door dreams. On visits to Oregon, I found rea-

sonable fishing and 
hunting opportunities, 
but the towns were 
growing too fast. Dur-
ing multiple fly-fishing 
trips to Wyoming, I was 
shocked that I could not 
walk on the river bottom 
or stop a drift boat with 
an anchor without fear 
of breaking trespassing 
laws. During my early 
years, I have had many 
wonderful trips to Mon-
tana. After considering 

all of my options, it was obvious to me that there 
was no other place with outdoor opportunities 
as excellent as Montana. Why? It is ALL about 
public access to God’s outdoor country. Land 
is cheaper elsewhere and my income would be 
higher, but my relocation was about the right to 
acquire the freedom in the wilderness to clean 
my soul and my mind, and to keep me excited 
about my next adventure every day of the year. 

As the wonderful writer Wallace Stegner wrote 
in his moving classic The Wilderness Letter of 
1960, “We need wilderness preserved—as much 
of it as is still left, and as many kinds—because 
it was the challenge against which our charac-

ter as a people was formed.” Such wilderness in 
the USA is mostly public lands, wetlands, and 
waterways. The famous French writer, Voltaire, 
said he “might disagree with what you have to 
say, but would fight for your right to say it.” I 
feel that way about speaking up for ownership 
and access to our wilderness. Though you or I 
might disagree on the best way to recreate on 
these Montana’s public lands or its many pub-
lic watersheds, I will fight for my and your legal 
public right to enjoy Montana’s treasures and its 
native creatures as much as I can.

I have not regretted my relocation to Montana. 
My son, Robert, a Bozeman High and MSU 
graduate, is currently finishing his post gradu-
ate medical training at Harvard Medical School.  
Robert tells me that he dreams of moving back 
to Montana one day to enjoy its public lands and 
waters. Robert is no different than many other 
highly trained and skilled people willing to give 
up higher income, “the Montana tax”, for the op-
portunity to enjoy Montana’s outdoor wonders. 
Many talented professionals have relocated to 
Montana because it has the absolute best pub-
lic stream access law in the nation. Others move 
to Montana to explore the plentiful public, state, 
and federal lands where they take their families 
hiking, camping or hunting. It is not unexpected 
that visitors to Montana’s state public lands in-
creased 23% in the last year! 

Montana’s public legal access is a great gift to 
its residents and non-residents. Let’s work hard 
to keep it that way.

Bill Mealer, M.D. is a long time member of 
the Montana Wildlife Federation who currently 
resides in Bozeman. 

STATE’S WILDLIFE, OUTDOORS MAJOR DRAW
THIS OUTDOORSMAN’S CHOICE: MONTANA
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 There is no 
other place 
with outdoor 
opportunities 
as excellent as 
Montana.
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The Montana Outdoor Hall of Fame will have its second biennial Hall of Fame Recogni-
tion Awards December 3, 2016 at the Radisson Colonial in Helena, MT. Thirteen induct-
ees will be recognized for their significant contributions to Montana’s outdoor heritage. 
While the inductees haven’t been formally released, several MWF members were nomi-
nated so watch for the announcement later this month. 

Tickets for the banquet are $50/person. And can be purchased online at www.
mtoutdoorlegacy.org/event/hall-of-fame-2nd-recognition-banquet/ or by going to mon-
tanawildlife.org and clicking on the Montana Outdoor Hall of Fame logo.
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By Jill Feldhusen
Climate Change Outreach Coordinator

This summer, Montana’s world-
renowned rivers and cold-

water fisheries have experienced 
record low water flows and extreme 
high temperatures. This dangerous 
combination has caused hoot owl 
closures since June, when closures 
were implemented on the Big Hole, 
Madison, Gallatin, Beaverhead, and 
the Ruby. The summer of 2015 was 
unprecedented when rivers around 
Missoula began closing in the 
beginning of July. 

While closures this summer were anticipated, 
nobody predicted them occurring so early in 
the season, and no one foresaw them beginning 
earlier than last year. However, hoot owl restric-
tions were just the beginning of the troubles fac-
ing Montana’s world-class fisheries. 

By now, most people know that Montana 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) officials have 
had to completely closed 183 miles of the Yel-
lowstone River to all public use due to a mas-
sive die-off caused by an outbreak of prolifera-
tive kidney disease (PKD). Research shows that 
PKD can kill between 20 to 100 percent of fish 
during an outbreak. Up to this point, outbreaks 
of PKD have been pretty rare outside of Europe. 
In the US, they have occurred in Idaho, Wash-
ington, and Oregon, and the parasite that causes 
the disease has been found in two isolated spots 
in Montana.

FWP’s biologists have identified record low 
flows and high temperatures in the Yellowstone 
as key factors in the PKD outbreak. Research has 
shown that high water temperatures fuel PKD 
outbreaks by weakening fish and increasing the 
virulence of the PKD parasite.

The closure of the Yellowstone River is hav-
ing dramatic impact on the local community and 
economy. Hopefully, the swift response from 
FWP will lead us on a path to recovery in this 
important fishery. And despite this incident, there 
are still plenty of incredible angling options in 
Montana for residents and visitors to enjoy.

At the same time, we need to recognize that 
the Yellowstone die-off foreshadows a bigger 
threat to Montana’s outdoor heritage: climate 
change. The low flows and high temperatures 

facing Montana rivers today are consistent with 
the effects of climate change, and representative 
of what most scientists expect will become the 
norm as our snowpack disappears and runoff 
happens earlier. Fisheries biologists have identi-
fied climate change as a significant threat to the 
aquatic environment and our fisheries. If the cur-
rent trend continues, hoot owl closures that limit 
our recreation are going to become the norm for 
Montana. And new pathogens that threaten our 
fish will become widespread. In fact, scientists 
have specifically cited PKD as a disease that will 
be aggravated by climate change.

In addition to threatening our outdoor heri-
tage, these changes bear an economic cost. Last 
year, MWF commissioned a study that predicts 
– conservatively – a one-third decline in angling 
days over the next 40 years, with an economic 
loss of $49 million and 1,800 jobs, if nothing is 
done about climate change. 

As Scott Nicolarsen, owner of Montana Top-
water in Missoula said, “Because of hoot owl re-
strictions and the poor quality of fishing I had to 
cancel many trips last summer. My overall num-
ber of trips dropped from the 100-day average to 
only guiding 70 days in 2015. I actually had to 
call clients and recommend they not come, and 
I was in the same situation again this summer. 
This means I don’t get paid, flights and hotel 
reservations get canceled, and meals are not or-
dered. The 30% decline in revenue is devastat-

ing, especially now that it seems to happen every 
summer.”

The Yellowstone fish die-off and widespread 
hoot owl closures shows us that outdoor econo-
my job losses due to climate change aren’t just 
numbers in a report. Events like this demonstrate 
the real, tangible impact climate change will 
have on real people and communities.

Our decision-makers need to take action on 
climate change to protect our fisheries, outdoor 
heritage, and outdoor economy. Common sense 
investments in reducing pollution and growing 
our renewable energy economy can reign in cli-
mate change. Additionally, protecting riparian 
habitat to keep our rivers cool and improving an-
gler awareness about pathogens can help reduce 
the impacts that scientists are forecasting, and 
impacts that are already happening.

Montana is home to some of the best cold-wa-
ter fisheries in the world. With continued scientif-
ic management of our rivers and common-sense 
action on climate change, future generations will 
be able to experience the trout fishing we enjoy 
today.

*Since the initial outbreak, FWP has cau-
tiously opened several stretches of the Yellow-
stone River.

Jill Feldhusen is MWF’s Climate Change 
Outreach Coordinator. Contact her at jill@
mtwf.org.

MONTANA’S CLIMATE FUTURE ON DISPLAY IN THE YELLOWSTONE RIVER
FLOATING FISH AND A SINKING ECONOMY
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HABITAT MT (CONT. FROM PAGE 1)
pass on some prime opportunities to purchase 
habitat from willing sellers who were eager to 
do so. Since funds derived from license sales 
are earmarked for Habitat Montana by law, they 
cannot be used for anything else. Further legisla-
tive attacks on Habitat Montana seem inevitable.

One crisp January morning a few years back, 
I was following a mountain lion track through 
some demanding terrain in the Little Belts. My 
dogs were having trouble with it, and I’d already 
decided that I would catch them at the next op-

portunity and head down out of the hills. Then I 
crossed a ridgeline that afforded an elevated view 
of the game range. I hadn’t seen an elk track in 
the snow all day, but there they were miles be-
low me: bulls and cows, large groups and small. 
They could have been invading one of the ranch-
es in the valley, tearing up fences and consuming 
valuable hay. But they weren’t, simply because 
they had been provided a preferable option.

Aldo Leopold noted that wildlife only needs 
four things to thrive: clean air, clean water, suf-

ficient food, and a place to live. Habitat Montana 
provides these, especially the last, while creating 
exceptional public hunting opportunities and re-
ducing wildlife conflicts with farmers and ranch-
ers. A program this successful should not fall 
victim to partisan politics, and it is up to all of us 
to see that it doesn’t. Vote wisely this November.

E. Donnall Thomas Jr. is a hunter, outdoor 
writer and Montana Wildlife Federation member 
who writes from his home in Lewistown. 



By MWF Staff

Eighty years ago, the future for 
wildlife was looking bleak. 

Many of our most important game 
species, from elk to pronghorn to 
wild turkeys were teetering on the 
brink of extinction. 

Hunters, anglers, and other conservation-
ists rallied to prevent a future without wildlife. 
The Montana Wildlife Federation worked with 
the National Wildlife Federation and other state 
organizations to persuade Congress to enact the 
Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Resto-
ration Act in 1937, dedicating taxes 
on guns and ammunition to wild-
life management. A little more than 
a dozen years later, the Dingell-
Johnson Sportfish Restoration Act 
was passed, dedicating excise taxes 
on angling equipment for sportfish 
conservation. 

The results of the Pittman-Rob-
ertson and Dingell-Johnson acts 
were immediate and impressive, re-
covering our most important game 
species and making Montana a hunting and an-
gling paradise.

But today we face a new conservation cri-
sis. Thousands of species of birds, mammals, 
fish, amphibians and reptiles – species that are 
not hunted or fished – are slipping through the 
cracks, resulting in more and more species being 
added to the federal Endangered Species list.

To address this challenge, a bipartisan group 
in the U.S. House of Representatives introduced 
the Recovering America’s Wildlife Act (H.R. 
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PREVENTING WILDLIFE FROM BECOMING ENDANGERED
CONGRESS CONSIDERS NEW WILDLIFE FUNDING 

By John Bradley
MWF Eastern Field Rep.

Later this fall, a draft from the 
Bureau of Land Management 

on the Lewistown Resource Man-
agement Plan will be released and 
open for public comment. 

This plan will determine how 750,000 acres of 
the public’s land will be managed. The planning 
area, which encompasses the famous Missouri 
Breaks and Charles M. Russell National Wild-
life Refuge, holds some of the best habitat on 
the planet for trophy elk, mule deer and bighorn 
sheep. 

We as sportsmen need to unite our voices and 
demonstrate strong support for intact and unde-
veloped lands in the plan. These public lands 
provide the habitat that thousands of hunters, 
and future hunters rely on. 

To et involved with the Lewistown RMP pro-
cess, contact John Bradley at jbradley@mtwf.
org or 320-583-8461.

SPORTSMEN VOICE CRUCIAL FOR SOUND PLANNING 
GLASSING AHEAD: THE LEWISTOWN RMP 
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5650) in July. This bill would dedicate $1.3 bil-
lion each year from existing energy and mineral 
leases on federal lands and waters to the current-
ly-unfunded Wildlife Conservation and Restora-
tion Program. 

These new funds would be in addition to the 
existing Pittman-Robertson and Dingell-Johnson 
excise taxes and would be used by Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks and other state wildlife agencies to 
safeguard wildlife of conservation concern. This 
effort would supplement the very successful his-
tory of management for game and sportfish spe-
cies. 

The Recovering America’s Wildlife Act im-
plements the recommendations of the Blue Rib-

bon Panel on Sustaining 
America’s Diverse Fish 
and Wildlife Resources, a 
nonpartisan committee of 
leaders from outdoor rec-
reation, the energy indus-
try, sportsmen’s groups, 
and other conservation 
organizations.

Adequate funding is 
the key to protecting spe-
cies before they become 
endangered. We have 

some great examples here in Montana of how 
that can work, such as the Arctic grayling and 
the sage-grouse. If enacted, this funding will al-
low us to conserve the thousands more species 
that have been identified as being at greatest risk. 
State wildlife agencies could also use a portion 
of the funds for wildlife-related recreation and 
education programs, such as wildlife viewing, 
nature photography, and trails. Allowing state 
fish and wildlife agencies to step in earlier will 
create new jobs, reduce conflict over endangered 

species, and ensure that our children and grand-
children inherit the full diversity of our nation’s 
fish and wildlife.

Creating new federal funding for conserva-
tion of non-hunted species will also strengthen 
and protect the interests of hunters and anglers. 
Right now, hunters and anglers shoulder almost 
the entire burden of paying for management of 
all species. If H.R. 5650 is enacted, the dollars 
that hunters and anglers contribute to conserva-
tion will be supplemented by all taxpayers.

For more on how you can support the Recov-
ering America’s Wildlife Act, visit www.mon-
tanawildlife.org.

Montana Shares is a federation of 40 
Montana-based non-profit organiza-
tions working to promote our state’s 
human, animal, cultural and natural 
resources.

Montana Shares provides a way for 
people to support their favorite chari-
ties through workplace giving.

For more information, please visit the 
Montana Shares website: 

www.montanashares.org

MWF IS A PROUD MEMBER 
OF MONTANA SHARESThousands 

of species 
are slipping 
through the 
cracks.



on-the-ground 
conservation 
projects make 
a difference
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CARCASS REMOVAL CRUCIAL FOR BEAR SAFETY, LANDOWNER PROTECTION
MWF, PARTNERS TACKLE GRIZZLY CONFLICTS
By Nick Gevock
MWF Conservation Director

A few bloated deer carcasses 
and several piles of wood 

chips may not look like vital conser-
vation work. 

But for grizzly bears trying to make a living 
among farms, ranches and roads, it is. 

Recently I had the opportunity to tour a car-
cass composting facility near Clearwater Junc-
tion in the Blackfoot Valley. It’s part of the work 
done by the Blackfoot Challenge, a collabora-
tive local group that brings together conserva-
tion groups, landowners and other parties to 
solve difficult problems affecting their valley. 

In this case, the problem came about as griz-
zly bears kept showing up from the Bob Mar-
shall and Scapegoat wilderness areas and mov-
ing into the valley bottom. And once there, they 
were getting into trouble: killing livestock, raid-
ing beehives and causing other problems. 

The Blackfoot Challenge looked for ways to 
keep bears out of trouble. It instituted a carcass 
composting program, where cattle that die are 
removed from the landscape quickly so they 
don’t attract bears. 

For the calving season, running from about 
mid-February through May, a truck visits every 
ranch about twice a week to 
pick up livestock carcasses. 
Area ranchers leave them at a 
designated place and they’re 
quickly removed to keep the 
attractants off the landscape. 

The carcasses are taken to 
a composting facility near 
Clearwater Junction. Once 
there they go into a com-
posting facility built next to 
a Montana Department of 
Transportation site, and fenced off with electri-
cal wire to keep bears from being drawn in. 

The facility is fairly simple. It entails rows 
of composting material separated by Jersey rail 
where they are piled up and covered with wood 
chips to keep them moist and aid decomposition. 

Within about 45 days cattle and wildlife car-
casses are broken down, with the exception of 
some pelvises and leg bones. The compost is 
then piled up and available for use on roadside 
projects and elsewhere. 

The program has brought 
back a large coalition of dif-
ferent partners. It includes the 
Blackfoot Challenge, Montana 
DOT, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks. It has val-
ue for FWP because they put 
roughly 300 deer a year through 
the composting facility. 

That’s important because in 
the past those were drug off the 

roadside, farther down into the ditch. But it was 
attracting bears and raptors closer to the road, 
leading to deaths of wildlife. 

The carcass removal program in conjunction 
with fencing of chicken coops, calving yards and 
beehives and range riders to look out for cattle 

has resulted in an impressive 93 percent reduc-
tion in bear conflicts. It’s certainly saved bears. 
And it’s saved ranchers’ livestock. 

These are the kind of tangible, on-the-ground 
conservation projects that make a difference for 
wildlife, for ranchers and for wildlife enthusi-
asts. 

MWF recently joined the National Wildlife 
Federation, Montana Farm Bureau Federation, 
Montana Stockgrowers Association and a repre-
sentative of the Montana Livestock Loss Board 
to talk about expanding carcass removal pro-
grams throughout Montana. We are focusing our 
first efforts on areas east of the Rocky Mountain 
Front north of Great Falls, where numerous griz-
zly bears have been spotted this year. 

With cooperation, solid planning, and ade-
quate funding, we can work to prevent problems 
with grizzly bears and build more acceptance of 
this cherished native wildlife species. 

 
Nick Gevock is MWF’s Conservation Director. 

Conatct him at ngeovck@mtwf.org.

THE MWF LICENSE PLATE

GET THE PLATE: SUPPORT WILDLIFE, HABITAT & ACCESS
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ELK VULNERABILITY (CONT. FROM PAGE 5)
seasons also make newborn elk more susceptible 
to bears, mountain lions, coyotes and wolves. 
When calving seasons are shorter, as is the case 
when mature bulls do the breeding, calves are all 
born around the same time. This “flooding strat-
egy,” as biologists call it, overwhelms predators 
and allows more calves to survive. 

Perhaps even more important, though less 
clearly understood, mature bulls maintain social 
order in a herd. The presence of mature bulls re-
duces strife, exhaustion and wounding among 
bulls and frees cows from unwanted advances 
by socially inept young bulls – helping elk save 
crucial energy that can be a matter of life and 
death during a harsh winter. 

“Fish and wildlife agencies, and the federal 
land management agencies, want to maintain op-
portunities for hunters,” Christensen says. “But 
we also have an obligation to maintain healthy 
wildlife populations – which includes keeping a 

good ratio of mature bulls in the elk herds. Peo-
ple want healthy elk herds, but they also want 
access to elk and high hunter success rates. We 
can’t have it all. There are too many people and 
finite resources. Part of the solution is to get and 
maintain good habitat security, get a handle on 
roads and make it less easy for hunters to get into 
elk country and shoot bulls.” 

Thanks in large part to the leadership and ef-
forts of Alan Christensen and others who partici-
pated in the Elk Vulnerability Working Group, 
land and wildlife managers developed standards 
to incorporate into management plans, ensuring 
protection of habitat security to reduce vulner-
ability and maintain healthy elk herds and hunt-
ing opportunity. But some managers seem to be 
forgetting the history and the science. 

The Helena-Lewis & Clark National For-
est (HLCNF) recently amended its Forest Plan, 
replacing the current wildlife security standard 

with a new standard that removes all traditional 
and measurable components of secure habitat. 
The Montana Wildlife Federation (MWF), Hel-
ena Hunters and Anglers, the Anaconda Sports-
men’s Club, the Clancy-Unionville Citizens 
Task Force and the Montana chapter of Back-
country Hunters and Anglers filed a suit against 
the Forest, demanding they maintain time-tested, 
science-based standards.  

“A lot of time, effort, cooperation and good, 
solid science went into understanding habitat se-
curity and elk vulnerability, and developing rea-
sonable standards that help us maintain healthy 
habitat, healthy elk herds, and public hunting op-
portunities,” Alan Christensen says. “It’s a proud 
part of Forest Service history. We need to stick to 
the science and maintain these standards.”  

David Stalling is the MWF Western Field Rep. 
Reach him at dstalling@mtwf.org.

By Dave Stalling
MWF Western Field Rep.

So there I was, listening to a The-
odore Roosevelt impersonator 

speak, when these words I’ve heard 
before – but never hit me so hard – 
seemed to bring a hush to the crowd 
around me and cut meaningfully 
through the sudden silence:   

“It is not the critic who counts; not the man 
who points out how the strong man stumbles, or 
where the doer of deeds could have done them 
better. The credit belongs to the man who is ac-
tually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust 
and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who 
errs, who comes short again and again, because 
there is no effort without error and shortcoming; 
but who does actually strive to do the deeds; who 
knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; 
who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at 
the best knows in the end the triumph of high 
achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at 
least fails while daring greatly, so that his place 
shall never be with those cold and timid souls 
who neither know victory nor defeat.”

I felt like I had gone 
back to 1910 and was 
listening to the real 
Theodore Roosevelt 
himself. At least what 
I imagine it would 
be like – the closest I 
would ever come. It 
was moving. It was 
motivating. It was in-
spiring. 

The impersonator 
was Adam Lindquist – 
who has perfected Theodore Roosevelt’s looks, 
sound and demeanor. His living-history repre-
sentation of the 26th President has won him sev-
eral first place awards in national competitions. 

In 2013 he achieved a perfect score for his por-
trayal – the first and only time it has occurred 
in the competition’s 37-year history. On this 

particular day, Thurs-
day, August 18, he was 
speaking at a lunch-
time award ceremony 
sponsored by MWF 
and held at the Mon-
tana Historical Soci-
ety in Helena. He was 
surrounded by people 
who are, indeed, “ac-
tually in the arena.” 

One of them was re-
tired wildlife biologist, 

author and renowned conservationist Jim Pose-
witz who was there to present a Collaborative 
Conservation Achievement Award from MWF 
to legendary guide, outfitter and conservationist 

Smoke Elser in recognition of the outstanding 
conservation efforts of the Blackfoot Clearwater 
Stewardship Project (BCSP).   

The BCSP is a grassroots, collaborative effort 
to protect and enhance wildlife, forests, hunt-
ing, fishing and other recreational opportunities 
in Montana’s Blackfoot and Clearwater Valleys 
while creating and maintaining jobs and help-
ing local communities. Elser, who serves on the 
project’s steering committee, accepted the award 
on behalf of the group. 

It was a fun, appropriate celebration and rec-
ognition of those “in the arena” fighting to pro-
tect our nation’s conservation heritage. We’re 
pretty certain the real Theodore Roosevelt would 
be proud that his legacy continues. 

Support collaborative efforts and enhance 
recreational opportunity, go to montanawildlife.
org/bcsp to learn more and sign the petition.
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Jim Posewitz, ‘Teddy Roosevelt’ (Adam Lindquist), and Smoke Elser pose after Smoke accepted the 
Coolaborative Conservation Achievement Award from MWF on behalf of BCSP.

MWF GIVES BCSP COLLABORATION AWARD
‘THEODORE ROOSEVELT’ HOSTS AWARD 

The credit belongs 
to the man who is 
actually in the arena, 
whose face is marred 
by dust and sweat.
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Learn To Hunt: Helena Hunters and Anglers, is leading a series of trainings for new hunters, 
relocated hunters, and those who just want to brush up their skills. Sponsored also by Montana 
Wildlife Federation; Fish, Wildlife and Parks; and AERO (Alternative Energy Resources Orga-
nization), Learn to Hunt, in Helena, has been a great success.

November 8, 2016 is Election Day. As a 
nonprofit organization, MWF does not 
endorse or oppose any candidates or political 
parties. There are candidates on every end of 
the political spectrum who support hunting, 
fishing, and conservation – and there are some 
who do not. We encourage every Montanan to 
participate in the electoral process. Vote for 
what you believe in, and support candidates 
who will support you.

MAKE SURE YOU’RE REGISTERED
Don’t assume you are already registered to 
vote! You’d be surprised how often people 
move and forget to update their registration.  
Check your status at https://app.mt.gov/
voterinfo/. You can register by visiting your 
county election office or by downloading 
a voter registration form from http://sos.
mt.gov/elections/ and mailing it back in.

AVOID THE CROWDS: VOTE EARLY!
Early November is a busy time of year for 
most Montana hunters. The good news is that 
you don’t have to wait until Election Day to 
cast your vote:

• VOTE BY MAIL - Any registered voter 
in Montana can sign up to vote by mail. All 
you need to do is request an absentee ballot, 
which you can return by mail or in person at 
your convenience. You don’t need a special 
reason to use an absentee ballot. Watch your 
mail for an absentee application form or 
download one from the Secretary of State’s 
web site at http://sos.mt.gov/elections/ and 
return it to your county election office.

• VOTE EARLY - In addition to signing up 
to receive an absentee ballot in the mail, 
you can also vote early in person starting 
30 days before Election Day. Simply go to 
your county election office on any weekday 
between 8 AM and 5 PM to complete the 
absentee registration form and fill out your 
ballot on the spot.

HUNT. FISH. VOTE.

Brewery Tour: Montana Wildlife Federation’s fall brewery tour got under way in Billings 
this week. Our eastern field rep. John Bradley rounded up some new members, gave out some 
great raffle prizes, and, from the looks of it, had a great time.
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HELP SUPPORT MONTANA’S LEADER IN CONSERVATION
MWF 2016 BREWERY TOUR

Montana Wildlife Federation is going on the 
road! Over the next several months, we’ll be 
hosting events at the following breweries. Come 
join us - raise a pint, swap a story, and win a 
raffle. 

Every hike, hunt, float, and cast takes a lot of 

Yellowstone Valley Brewing Co. - Sept. 6 from 6-8 pm
2123 1st Ave N, Billings, MT 59101

Bozeman Brewing Co. - Sept. 18 from 2-8 pm  
504 N Broadway Ave, Bozeman, MT 59715

Katabatic Brewing - Sept. 27 from 4-8 pm  
117 W Park St, Livingston, MT 59047

Triple Dog Brewing - Oct. 3 from 4-8 pm 
675 1st St W, Havre, MT 59501

Cabinet Mountain Brewing Co - Oct. 6 from 5-8 pm 
206 Mineral Ave, Libby, MT 59923

Tamarack Brewing Co, - Oct. 19 from 6-9 pm
231 W Front St, Missoula, MT 59802

Ten Mile Brewing - Nov 20 from 5-8 pm 
48 N Last Chance Gulch, Helena, MT 59601

*Flathead Lake Brewing Co. - Sept. 20 from 6-8 pm
116 Holt Dr, Bigfork, MT 59911

work behind the scenes. So join us, learn more 
about what we do, and help be a part of Mon-
tana’s outdoors tradition.

Proceeds from these events help support 
MWF as we fight to protect Montana’s public 
lands, abundant wildlife, unmatched access, and 

sporting heritage. 
Let us know you’re coming, share events with 

your friends, and find new events at facebook.
com/MontanaWildlife/events.

Want to help? Volunteer for MWF and get free 
swag, contact mdostal@mtwf.org.

*Flathead Lake Brewing Only - MWF & Conservation Hawks will be screening the short 
film, Cold Waters, followed by a climate change talk with retired wildlife biologist Bill 
Gear and Conservation Hawks Executive Director, Todd Tanner.


