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The Republican leadership in both the House
and Senate have already expressed a clear intent
to focus on their core conservative agenda and
draw a sharp distinction with Governor Steve
Bullock. Some within the party have also called
for a “bigger tent” and greater party unity in
order to avoid the rift that emerged in 2013,
when a group of moderate legislators who called
themselves “Responsible Republicans” aligned
with Democrats on a variety of issues.
Meanwhile, Democratic leaders have stated an
intention to reach out to Republicans and attempt
to build working majorities on key issues as they
did in 2013.
The House Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Committee
will be chaired by Representative Kelly Flynn
of Three Forks. A rancher and outfitter, Flynn
has discussed his intention to advance legislation
targeted at the block management program
and legislation to increase penalties for illegal
activity by hunters.
In the Senate, the Fish and Game Committee
will again be chaired by Senator John Brendan.
Brendan, a farmer and business owner from
Scobey, Montana, has always had a close interest
in wildlife management and hunting issues. He
can be expected to exercise a tight grip on the
work of his committee.
Political watchers expect big fights over
Governor Bullock’s proposal to expand Medicaid
The Republicans went into last November’s and Early Childhood Education. The Governor
election with a 61-39 majority in the House is also advancing an infrastructure package that
of Representatives and a 29-21 majority in includes investments in roads, bridges, schools,
the Senate. Although there were many hard- and other public facilities around the state.
fought races and a few key seats changed hands,
On the wildlife side, Governor Bullock’s
the Republicans held on to their majorities on top priority is advancing a proposal to create
Election Day. In 2015,
a
Sage-grouse
the House has a 59-41 Everyone who is concerned about
Habitat
Stewardship
Republican majority and Montana’s fish and wildlife, our
Fund. The proposed
the Senate continues to be natural lands and waters, and our
fund would support
a 29-21 split.
habitat protection on
outdoor heritage should pay close
In the Senate,
private lands through
attention to what happens at the
Republicans
elected
conservation easements
Senator Debby Barrett as Legislature.
and habitat restoration.
President. Barrett, from
This fund is a core part
Dillon, is the first woman elected President of the of the state’s effort to prevent the sage-grouse
Montana Senate. The Republicans also elected from being listed under the Federal Endangered
Senator Matt Rosendale of Glendive as Majority Species Act (ESA). Conserving this species, and
Leader, while the Democrats re-elected Senator avoiding the need for an ESA listing, is a priority
Jim Sesso of Butte as Minority Leader. In the for sportsmen and women around the west (see
House, Republicans elected Representative story, page 5).
Austin Knudsen from Culbertson as Speaker.
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP)
Democrats chose to re-elect Representative is expecting many tough fights during this
Chuck Hunter of Helena as their Minority Legislative Session. In addition to protecting
Leader.
continued on page 5

THE 2015 LEGISLATURE:
IMPLICATIONS FOR WILDLIFE
On January 5, 2015, the 64th session of
the Montana Legislature convened. Over
the next four months, our senators and
representatives will enact the state’s biennial
budget and pass laws that address everything
from education to land management to health
care to highways.
It goes without saying that what happens at
the legislature has a huge impact on Montana’s
fish and wildlife, lands and waters, and public
access for hunting and fishing. Given how
important hunting, fishing, and the outdoors are
to Montanans, every session sees a range of bills
focused on wildlife management. In addition,
there are always a variety of bills addressing
land management, water quality and other issues
that affect the wildlife resource.
Everyone who is concerned about Montana’s
fish and wildlife, our natural lands and waters,
and our outdoor heritage should pay close
attention to what happens at the Legislature. So
what does the 2015 Legislature look like?
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

FORGING EFFECTIVE ALLIANCES

By Skip Kowalski
MWF president
It’s 2015, and I want to wish you all
“Happy Holidays and Happy New Year”.
Sadly another hunting season has come to an
end. Hopefully, you gained some wonderful
memories and put meat in the freezer. Most of
us hunt not only for meat, but to get outdoors,
refresh our skills, and share experiences with
friends. Irrespective of how we each perceive
and value wild animals, Americans are
blessed in that we all share in the ownership
of wildlife. We can debate forever about how
wildlife is best managed, but we at least have
wildlife to talk about.
Despite our rich wildlife heritage, pressures
on wildlife and habitat continue. Although
rhetoric from some of our elected officials seems
to promote conservation, action is often slow
in coming. For the upcoming 2015 legislative
session, I suspect that we can anticipate more of
the “same old – same old”. Our legislators will
likely be preoccupied, and I fear that most of the
proposed conservation related legislation may
do more harm than good.
Dave, Deb, Nick, Candy, and Mark are busy
strengthening our capabilities and preparing for
the upcoming Legislature. They have updated
our website, Facebook page, and Action Alert
system. Our committees continue to take shape
and are taking on more responsibility to set our
organizational agenda. We are rebuilding a
stronger relationship with the National Wildlife
Federation (NWF), elevating MWF’s needs while
still maintaining a high degree of autonomy.

During 2013, George Golie and Nick Gevock
did yeoman’s work with the legislature. They
will not only focus on defeating bad bills, but
will promote positive legislation of our own.
During the last session, many of you supported
them with valuable information, insights and
testimony. They were also frequently helped
by other conservation minded organizations
that share common goals.
Despite some
disagreements, we worked together because our
commonalities outweigh our differences.
Recognizing the benefits of cooperation,
our Board recently identified “expanding
collaborative efforts with other groups
and organizations” as a priority. From my
perspective, it is imperative that all conservation
interests work together, speak with a common
voice and share in the cost of conservation.
Sportsmen can no longer bear the cost alone.
We need the political horsepower provided by
other conservation-minded groups that we only
considered casual allies in the past. We also
need help from groups that we have traditionally
overlooked as advocates for sportsmen’s interest.
Without their help, we will be overrun by political
and economic forces that place a low priority on
conservation, wildlife, habitat, and sportsmen
issues. These future relationships will take time
to develop and will take some “give and take”
from everyone involved. How we forge these
relationships is critical to our success.
Sportsmen and sportswomen are proud of our
history in wildlife conservation and have been
reluctant in sharing the stage. We are suspicious
of newcomers who have not been involved in
funding habitat acquisition, restoration, and
other important needs through license purchases.
In reality, they have as much right to Montana’s
fish and wildlife as we do. Some are eager to
share the cost. Many of them do not hunt or
fish, but acknowledge sportsmen’s right to do so.
Many are photographers and wildlife watchers,
while others experience wildlife vicariously
while watching TV or on Facebook. These folks
can be the basis of an unprecedented wildlife
coalition and are people that we need on our side.
As sportsmen and women, we have a wonderful
story to tell. We recognized the terrible plight
facing wildlife in the late nineteenth century,
promoted legislation regulating harvest,
promoted professional and science-based fish
and wildlife management, and taxed ourselves to
acquire habitat and recover wildlife populations.
We use hunting as a means to maintain big game

populations within carrying capacity. All other
wildlife benefit directly and indirectly from
sportsmen’s efforts. These are irrefutable facts
in which we take pride.
We do have an “Achilles Heel”, however, and
it has gotten a good deal of press lately. It is
possibly the one factor that could jeopardize the
establishment of an effective and diverse prowildlife coalition. It is the unethical or overzealous
hunter who stands to negate all of the positive
wildlife accomplishments that sportsmen have
achieved. I am talking specifically of reports
of herding wildlife, creating firing-line shooting
conditions and ignoring “fair chase”. The
newspapers call it “crowd shooting of elk” and it
is not a new phenomenon. Last year I wrote an
editorial critical of similar unethical hunting in
Sula Basin, south of Darby. Highly publicized
incidences were reported recently around Grand
Teton National Park, Canyon Ferry Reservoir,
Townsend, and not far from where I live in the
Bitterroot Valley.
These are not uncommon occurrences. Some
of the behaviors are technically legal and some
are clearly violations of the law. These actions,
and the negative perceptions they cause, only
widen the chasm between the various factions of
wildlife supporters, increase animosity between
sportsmen and landowners, and reduce tolerance
for wildlife on private property. Left unattended,
these conditions will lead to a lack of support for
recreational hunting and to managing wildlife as
livestock. As a consequence, we will have also
contributed to the loss of esthetic appeal, spiritual
value, and inherent appreciation and respect for
all wild critters. We will have retrogressed to the
days of the market hunter – days when wildlife
was viewed only as meat on the hoof. Such a
prospect is unacceptable.
There is a continuum from ethical, to legal,
to unethical, to against the law. As sportsmen,
we each determine the points from ethics to
legality. Those points differ from individual to
individual, but how we collectively make the
distinction is critical to the future of our sport.
Making improper choices may put meat in the
freezer in the short term, but could easily result
in greater public intolerance and put an end sport
hunting over the long haul. Let’s do whatever is
in our power to ensure that this does not happen.

Share your ideas and comments with Skip
Kowalski at skipmwf@bitterroot.com.

Photo by Mark Dostal
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MWF’s 2015 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITY: PUBLIC ACCESS TO PUBLIC LAND

REMOVING ROADBLOCKS TO PUBLIC ACCESS
By Nick Gevock
Conservation Director

Many public land hunters in Montana have
seen it happen. They show up at a long-time
favorite public hunting area, only to find the
road leading into the area gated on private
land, with a big “No Trespassing” sign plastered across the gate.
Public access to public land has and will
continue to be a hot-button issue in Montana.
The Montana Wildlife Federation along with
our affiliate the Public Land and Water Access
Association highlighted this issue last fall with
our joint report titled “Roadblocked and Landlocked: How Montanans are being kept out of
their public lands.” The report received a lot of
press attention and helped raise the profile of
the important work PLWA has for years done to
ensure we have adequate access points to public
land and water.
Now it’s time to do something about it. After
more than two decades of fighting these road
closures one by one, MWF has brought bills
to the 2015 Legislature to address this issue.
They will include measures to increase the fine
for gating public roads to bills that hold local
elected officials more accountable when they
don’t enforce the law to reopen closed roads.
The effect of these gated roads are profound.

They can cut off thousands of acres of public
forced into lengthy and costly court battles, the
land. In many areas, these are prime areas that
public loses not only in access but also money
offer quality fair chase hunting and fishing. And spent regaining what is rightfully theirs – public
they’re also important for numerous other types access to public lands and waters.
of outdoor recreation, including wildlife watchSome critics have stated that sportsmen and
ing, photography, hiking, berry picking, skiing, sportswomen want to be able to drive across
ATV riding and more.
people’s private land. That’s simply not true.
MWF is leading the way to ensure that public The roads in question are established public
rights of way that lead to public land remains
roads that cross private land. These are part of
open. Access means just
Montana’s transportaAfter more than two decades of
that – getting to public
tion system.
land. It doesn’t mean
It’s not just resident
fighting these road closures one by
that every road on public one, MWF has brought bills to the
hunters, anglers and
land must remain open
recreationists who
2015 Legislature to increase the
throughout the year to all
lose, either. Montana
fine for gating public roads to bills
vehicle travel. The U.S.
has a healthy, and
that
hold
local
elected
officials
more
Forest Service, Bureau of
growing, outdoor
accountable
when
they
don’t
enforce
Land Management, state
recreation industry
Department of Natural Re- the law to reopen closed roads.
that pumps nearly $6
sources and Conservation
billion into our state’s
and other public land agencies have a responeconomy every year. More than 10 million toursibility to conduct public travel planning. That
ists come to our state every year. Public lands
takes into account different management goals, and the ability to get out and enjoy them are
including wildlife security to maintain quality
essential to that.
hunting.
We look forward to working with state lawThe effort to revise state law to address these
makers to address this growing problem and
issues has been years in the making. PLWA has keep Montana as the last best place for hunters,
for years fought these cases one-by-one. And it
anglers and all recreationists.
has had an incredible record of success, winning almost all of the cases it’s taken on. But
Nick Gevock is MWF’s Conservation Director.
that has come at a price. When Montanans are
Reach him at ngevock@mtwf.org.

2015 MONTANA RESIDENT LICENSE FEE PROPOSAL

CHOICES FOR THE FUTURE
By Jeff Hagener
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks

Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) is at the
point in time where current funding won’t
sustain today’s programs and services.
Montana’s fish and wildlife management
budget faces a $5.75 million shortfall. The
funding gap will be addressed by the upcoming Montana Legislature, where solutions
will come down to three choices: fishing and
hunting license-fee adjustments, further cuts
to fish and wildlife management programs,
or a shift of “earmarked” funds away from
specific programs.
In 2013, to find simple, fair and stable sources
of revenue for fish and wildlife conservation,
Governor Steve Bullock asked FWP Director
Jeff Hagener to appoint an independent citizens’
group to serve on the License and Funding Advisory Council. Following review of the council’s recommendations by a legislative oversight
committee, a $3 fishing license increase and an
$8 hunting license increase are being proposed.
Those adjustments would solve most of the
funding problem and maintain fish and wildlife
opportunities at today’s levels.
Why is this necessary?
FWP has operated for more than a generation
on a unique budget cycle that asks the Montana
Legislature to consider new hunting and fishing
license fees once per decade. The last general
increase for residents was approved in 2005,
which was predicted to keep FWP financially
stable for 10 years—or until now.

What’s been done so far?
Two years ago, FWP permanently cut $1.2
million from its budget and shifted $2 million
more from state hunting and fishing license
dollars to federal funding. Cuts were made to
wildlife and fisheries programs, shooting range
grants and administrative costs. Shifts to federal
revenue came on the heels of a spike in firearm
and ammo sales, which is not expected to be a
sustainable trend.
Where does FWP’s fish and wildlife conservation revenue come from?
About 70 percent of the revenue needed to
manage Montana’s fish and wildlife comes
from licenses purchased by hunters and anglers,
nearly 70 percent of which comes from nonresidents. About 30 percent comes from federal
revenue generated by the sale of sporting arms
and ammo and fishing and boating equipment.
Fish and wildlife management receives general fund dollars only to carry out a portion of
Montana’s Aquatic Invasive Species prevention
program.
Are there other proposed cost adjustments?
Yes. Seniors would receive a discounted
license at age 67 versus the current age of
62, and the price of most free and discounted
licenses would be standardized at 50 percent of
the normal price.
Will nonresident fees be considered?
There would be some upward adjustments
to nonresident fishing licenses and a cap on
fees for nonresident deer and elk combination
licenses. Some nonresident fees were increased
when “I-161” was approved by voters in 2011.

When would the new fees become effective?
If approved, new fees would go into effect
March 1, 2016.
If approved, how much revenue would these
adjustments generate?
Proposed legislation would generate $5.75
million annually.
What would be lost if fees aren’t adjusted?
The Legislature’s remaining choices, in whole
or in part, will boil down to program cuts or
shifting earmarked funds. If program cuts are
chosen, FWP will have to consider closing
some fish hatcheries, ending some upkeep at
fishing access sites, cutting game damage response efforts, reducing enforcement efforts and
more. If shifts of earmarked funds are favored
by the Legislature, accounts used to run 23
programs would need to be cut entirely or by at
least 40 percent per program to include upland
game bird habitat enhancement, Block Management, Habitat Montana, and wolf monitoring, to
name a few.
Who will make the ultimate decision as to
whether or not fees will be adjusted?
The Montana Legislature sets hunting and
fishing license fees.
How can I participate?
Reach out to your Montana state senator
and representative to voice your choice for the
future of wildlife and fish conservation and
management.
Jeff Hagener is the Director of Montana Fish
Wildlife & Parks. Reach him at (406) 444-2535
or fwpgen@mt.gov.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

BUILDING ON SUCCESS IN 2015
By Dave Chadwick
MWF Executive Director
2014 ended with a bang for MWF and other
conservationists: after years of hard work,
we secured passage of federal legislation to
protect the Rocky Mountain Front and the
North Fork of the Flathead watershed. The
passage of these bills is a triumph for madein-Montana conservation, protecting these
important lands permanently for future
generations.
As we dive into 2015, our attention first turns
to the Montana State Legislature. There couldn’t
be more on the agenda for wildlife, habitat, and
public access – both good and bad. As in past
sessions, we will need to fight to protect sciencebased wildlife management from political
interference. We can expect another onslaught
of misguided bills to force Fish, Wildlife, and
Parks (FWP) to manage wildlife for private
benefit instead of the public good. At the same
time, as described by FWP Director Jeff Hagener
(see story, page 3), we also need to help pass a
(modest) fee increase so that FWP can even have
the ability to keep managing the resource.
MWF will be also placing a lot of attention
on legislative efforts to take over and sell off
Montana’s national forests and other public
lands. We beat this terrible idea in a legislative
interim committee last summer, but the same
crowd of political zealots are already bringing
it back up. We’re working with a coalition of
partner organizations, including the Montana
Wilderness Association, Backcountry Hunters
and Anglers, Trout Unlimited, and the Nature
Conservancy to fight these bills and keep our
public lands in public hands.
In addition to playing defense on wildlife
management and habitat protection bills, MWF
is advancing our own bills to protect and expand
public access to public lands by addressing the
problem of illegal gates on public roads (see story,

page 3). We’re also going to work to improve in their own words (see pages 6-7), we have a
funding for private-land access programs like delegation that is eager to work with us and with
Block Management.
each other and give a voice to Montanans in
Just covering the Montana Legislature for the Congress. MWF looks forward to engaging with
next four months would be enough to exhaust these leaders to find common ground when we
most organizations. However, there will also be a can and to disagree respectfully when we must.
lot at the federal level that will demand our attention. Taking on all of these issues at both the state and
To start with, the national defense bill that federal level is far more than an organization of
included new protections for the Rocky Mountain our size should be able to handle. Fortunately, for
Front and the North Fork of the Flathead also almost eight decades, MWF has been punching
included several toxic provisions that affect above our weight, thanks to hard-working
Montana’s public lands and environment. volunteers and a dedicated staff – as exemplified
We will need to address these issues going by Chris Marchion and Don Aldrich, two MWF
forward. We also
inductees into the Montana Outdoor
expect tough fights
Hall of Fame (see story, page 8).
over
everything For almost eight decades, MWF
At the same time, these new
from
wetlands
challenges are also forcing us to
has been punching above our
protections
to
stretch and grow as an organization.
weight,
thanks
to
hard-working
the
Endangered
Our staff continues to get stronger,
Species Act to volunteers and a dedicated
bringing new talent and energy
funding for wildlife staff...and these new challenges alongside our existing strength
management and are also forcing us to stretch and and wisdom.
Last month we
land conservation
grow as an organization, helping launched a new website (www.
programs.
montanawildlife.org), our social
us
continue
to
be
Montana’s
A top priority
media presence keeps growing,
for MWF in the leading voice for wildlife, habitat and we’re continuing to refresh and
next
Congress and public access.
renew our print materials, including
will be advancing
this newsletter.
the Forest Jobs
All of these capacity improvements
and Recreation Act (FJRA). This made-in- will translate into continued growth at the
Montana bill will improve forest management grassroots. Our affiliate structure has given
by expediting appropriate timber harvesting us unmatched influence for decades, and we’ll
activities and protecting wilderness lands. As continue to help foster existing clubs and create
we saw with the passage of the Rocky Mountain new local organizations.
Front Heritage Act and the North Fork of the
We will also continue our efforts to attract new
Flathead Watershed Protection Act, locally- individual members. One of the great strengths
developed, collaborative solutions can break of MWF is our broad membership that includes
through the political gridlock in Washington. It thousands of Montanans as well as people from
will take a combination of grassroots pressure and all over the country who value the Treasure
State’s unmatched wildlife, habitat, and outdoor
insider acumen to get FJRA over the finish line.
Tackling these federal issues will depend on recreational opportunities.
building effective working relationships with
our congressional delegation. Fortunately, as Dave Chadwick is MWF’s Executive Director.
described by our Senators and Congressman Contact him at dchadwick@mtwf.org.

WELCOME NEW MWF MEMBERS
THE MONTANA WILDLIFE FEDERATION CONTINUES TO GROW! THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE HAVE JOINED
MWF AS ASSOCIATE MEMBERS SINCE OUR LAST NEWSLETTER:
Jeff Herbert – Helena, MT
Mark Kuipers – Missoula, MT
Bruce Smith – Sheridan, MT
Greg Fischer – Curtis, WA
James Cieslinski – Trout Lake, WA
Charles Hughes – Intl Falls, MN
Thomas Walker – Norristown, PA
Donald Russell – Tacoma, WA
Lee Brunnell – Kennewick, WA
Lawrence Pulczinski – Vancouver, WA
Brian Estes – Naches, WA
Derek Yeager – Laurel, MT

Jim Giese – Missoula, MT
Kenneth Roudybush – Amity, OR
David Rodakowski – Fairfield, ND
Rodger Mathies – Tacoma, WA
Bonnie Blackstock – Pt Townsend, WA
Troy Koivu – Sublimity, OR
Francis Stromski – Pt Angeles, WA
Richard Larson – Oroville, WA
Marc Fridley – Taylor, ND
Roger Sarkinen – Battle Ground, WA

Thomas Smith – Spokane, WA
James Hawk – Ravensdale, WA
Thomas Eastwood – Belgrade, MT
Jeff Sturm – Helena, MT
Jonathan King – Helena, MT
Roger Orwan – Harrisburg, PA
Rocky Seward – Hoquiam, WA
Steve Hoffman – Bozeman, MT
Craig Gross – Bremerton, WA
Monty Wenger – Maple Valley, WA
Ted Hawn - Helena, MT
David Keim - Whitefish, MT

PLEASE ALSO WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS OF OUR WILDLIFE LEGACY COUNCIL:
Theodore Sabine – Spokane, WA
Sharona Gilbert – Helena, MT
Neal Johnson - Half Moon Bay, CA
Douglas Byrne - Tijeras, NM
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POLL FINDS OVERWHELMING MAJORITY WANT HABITAT PROTECTION

WESTERN SPORTSMEN SUPPORT SAGE-GROUSE
By National Wildlife Federation

A new poll shows that sportsmen and women
in the heart of greater sage-grouse country
want to protect the bird and sagebrush
landscape that supports it, other wildlife, and
the Western way of life.
The new poll by the National Wildlife
Federation show that a majority of sportsmen
surveyed in 11 Western states back restrictions
in important habitat to save the greater sagegrouse and avoid its placement on the federal
Endangered Species List. A listing likely would
lead to more stringent, long-term constraints that
would affect such activities as hunting, fishing,
recreation, and grazing, said John Gale, NWF’s
national sportsmen’s campaign manager.
“First and foremost, it’s critical that we save
this iconic species,” Gale said. “We can do
that with strong conservation plans that protect
key greater sage-grouse habitat while allowing
responsible energy development, grazing, and
other activities on other public lands.”
While greater sage-grouse numbers have been
declining for years, the chicken-sized bird with
the spiky tail feathers and extravagant mating
dance still occupies about 56 percent of its
historic range. Its habitat has been carved up
and diminished by, among other things, urban
growth, oil and gas drilling, invasive species, and
drought. Under a court-ordered agreement, Fish
and Wildlife will decide by next year whether to
list the greater sage-grouse.
The poll conducted by Southwick Associates
for NWF shows a majority of sportsmen and
women in 11 Western states agree. Among the
results from the survey of 1,335 hunters between
Sept. 23 and Oct. 3 are:
•
Nine out of ten hunters believe it is
important to protect sage-grouse habitat within

Legislature, continued from pg 1

science-based wildlife management from
political interference, the agency is planning a
major push to simplify the hunting and fishing
license system and modestly increase the cost of
licenses for residents (see story, page 3).
Of course, MWF will have an active presence
at the Legislature. As in past sessions, we will
lead the charge to protect scientific wildlife
management and the public trust from an
expected onslaught of anti-wildlife bills. We will
work with our partners across the conservation
community to support sage-grouse conservation
and funding for FWP. In addition, we will be
advancing our own bills to address roadblocks
on public roads (see story, page 3).
MWF’s success at the Legislature is grounded
in our strong partnerships with other conservation
and sportsmen’s organizations and a commitment
to working in a bipartisan way with legislators.
In addition, we depend on the active engagement
of our members and affiliate clubs from all over
the state.

Photo courtesy of Pacific Southwest Region U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

their state. Moreover, 84 percent of hunters
support steps by the BLM to protect critical
sage-grouse habitat even if it means limiting
energy development, grazing rights, or access
for motorized recreation on those lands.
•
Hunters know that protecting sagegrouse habitat will help other wildlife species.
About 81 percent of hunters are at least somewhat
convinced that steps taken to protect the sage
grouse, such as maintaining large tracts of
undisturbed lands or limiting resource extraction,
also benefits other game species that share the
same habitat (elk, mule deer, pronghorn) and
preserves hunting traditions long associated with
the American West.
•
Nearly 79 percent of the respondents had
fished or hunted on public land in their state in
the past year.

The survey of Western hunters comes on
the heels of a recent report showing minimal
overlap between important greater sage-grouse
habitat and existing energy leases and rights
of way and that 73 percent to 81 percent of
areas with medium to high potential for energy
development are outside the bird’s habitat. A
recent analysis found that recreation on BLMmanaged sagebrush lands generated more than
$1 billion in economic benefits in 2013.
Southwick surveyed the 1,335 randomly
selected sportsmen and women in the following
states: Montana, Colorado, Nevada, North
Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, Wyoming,
Washington, Oregon, Northern California and
Idaho. The poll’s margin of error is 2.7 percent.

PROTECT YOUR OUTDOOR HERITAGE

WE NEED YOU AT THE CAPITOL
By George Golie
MWF Lobbyist

There are many ways you can get involved:

•
Join the MWF Email Action Alert List.
MWF’s
email list will be a crucial tool during
That’s right, it is time for another
Legislative session. Those 37 new House the legislative session for sharing information
members and 17 new Senators need some new about key bills and important votes. Sign up for
hunter and angler friends. A little education the list at www.montanawildlife.org.
would help too because many of them don’t
Get to Know Your Legislators. Reach
•
have the passion of the elk and deer hunter.
out
to
your
legislators now to get to know them
However, we can change that! It’s time to
share that hunting story or lack of it because and introduce them to the wildlife and access
we couldn’t gain access to our favorite piece issues that matter to you. A little relationshipbuilding goes a long way. It is much easier to
of public land.
ask your elected officials to cast a vote or take a
MWF will propose legislation that will keep stand when they know you.
public roads open and put some teeth into the
•
Show Up. There are many opportunities
law for those who just gate a road. Of course,
to
get
involved in the legislative process by
putting more sportsmen’s dollars into the Block
Management Program is also on the agenda. giving testimony and meeting with legislators.
MWF will be out in front on keeping our public If you can only make it to Helena once, plan
lands public. We’ll also be leading the charge on attending MWF’s public lands rally at the
to fight back against bills that interfere with Capitol on February 16, 2015.
science-based wildlife management and habitat
Please stay focused this session and participate
conservation.
As an MWF member, you play a crucial role just like you would in hunting camp or on the
in helping us protect our wildlife resource and fishing boat. It will be nice to see a few more
outdoor heritage at the Legislature. Your job is MWF members in the Capitol over the next few
set to begin. Watch the MWF web page for more months.
details on pending bills and activities.
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FEDERAL POLICIES ON WILDLIFE, HABITAT, AND ACCESS

CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS SHARE THEIR VIEWS
By MWF Staff

Nationwide, Republicans retained control of
the House of Representatives and won enough
seats to take control of the US Senate.
What happens at the federal level can
Montana will be well-represented on several
have as much of an impact on Montana as
key committees of interest to conservationists
anything in the Legislature. Decisions in
and sportsmen. Senator Tester will continue on
Congress address everything from public
the Appropriations Committee, where he will
lands to agricultural land conservation to
be joined by Senator Daines. Senator Daines
water quality and endangered species. Last
will also serve on the Senate Ernergy and
November’s elections brought big changes
Natural Resources Committee. In the House,
nationally and in Montana’s congressional
Congressman Zinke will sit on the Natural
delegation.
Resources Committee.
MWF invited the members of our federal
With Senator Max Baucus’s retirement,
delegation to share their
Senator Jon Tester has
views on the outlook in the
assumed the role of Senior
next Congress for issues
Senator.
Meanwhile, MWF invited the members of
affecting
wildlife
and
Congressman
Steve
sportsmen. We are excited
Daines
successfully our federal delegation to share
won the race to replace their views on the outlook in the about the opportunity to
Baucus,
moving over next Congress for issues affecting work with our congressional
leaders to find common
from the House to take wildlife and sportsmen.
ground ways to protect
over Montana’s second
Montana’s abundant fish
Senate seat. Former State
Senator Ryan Zinke has taken over Montana’s and wildlife, our wild public lands, and public
access to the outdoors.
lone Congressional seat.
Photo: Architect of the Capitol

WORKING TOGETHER FOR MONTANA-MADE SOLUTIONS

TESTER: PROTECTING LAND AND CREATING JOBS

By Jon Tester
U.S. Senator
Montanans treasure our lands. Many of
our ancestors moved here because of the
beauty and opportunity of our outdoor
places. As Montanans, our lands define us.
That’s why I proudly stood with Senator John
Walsh and Senator Steve Daines in December
to announce our historic agreement over a
public lands package that passed Congress
overwhelmingly and was signed into law by the
President.
As many Montana Wildlife Federation
members know, this legislation preserves public
access along the Rocky Mountain Front for
hunters, anglers and outdoorsmen and women,
while ensuring continued grazing rights for
ranchers and improved land management.
It also protects the watershed of the North
Fork of the Flathead River from future mining
and oil and gas development. That’s a huge
achievement that makes sure one of the most
beautiful places in the world – Glacier National
Park – can be enjoyed by our kids and grandkids.
These two initiatives earned broad support

That’s why I made sure the lands package
from folks in Montana after years of negotiation
and compromise. From oil companies to contained an important bill for folks with cabins
conservationists and ranchers to chambers of on Forest Service land. My Cabin Fee Act brings
commerce. They are examples that more people more predictability to the fee system, which was
forcing Montanans to relinquish long-standing
in Washington, D.C. should follow.
They are examples that we must replicate in family cabins due to skyrocketing costs.
From sporting good stores to park cafes to
the upcoming Congress.
Montana needs balanced forest management outfitters, Montana’s economy thrives when
legislation. That’s why I will work to get my Montana’s outdoors are preserved and accessible.
For decades, Montanans have argued over
Forest Jobs and Recreation Act signed into law.
My Montana-made bill, which passed our lands. Battled over access. Fought over
the Senate Energy and Natural Resources resource development. Sued and counter-sued
Committee in this past Congress, will protect over logging.
But we haven’t been able to compromise.
some of Montana’s best outdoor places while
setting aside timber for harvest so our mills can Gridlock reigned supreme over our lands.
Voters spoke loud
put folks back to work.
and clear this last
I will re-introduce From sporting good stores to park
election. They expect
FJRA because we need cafes to outfitters, Montana’s
folks in Congress to
legislation to improve
economy thrives when Montana’s
do a better job working
the health of our forests,
outdoors
are
preserved
and
together to strengthen
create jobs and preserve
our public lands for accessible. I will continue working to the middle class and
generations.
But with pass bills that preserve our treasured create jobs. I couldn’t
agree more.
some folks in Congress places and our outdoor traditions.
Thanks
to
our
opposed to place-based
recent bipartisan lands
forest management, it’s
not going to be easy to get it across the finish breakthrough, we’ve found a middle ground that
works for Montana. With this historic agreement,
line.
The Rocky Mountain Front and North Fork we’ve strengthened our outdoor traditions and
bills both took years to overcome opposition, and economy and the future of our great state.
I will continue working with MWF members,
I expect the same to hold true for my Forest Jobs
bill. In the end, I’m confident that by working Montana’s Congressional delegation and anyone
with a stake in Montana lands management to
together my bill will pass.
Montana’s lands are more than just our forests pass similar bills that preserve our treasured
– or even our beautiful mountains. They are also places and our outdoor traditions.
our rolling plains and clean, clear rivers.
Contact Senator Jon Tester through his
These outdoor treasures are symbols of our
heritage, and they drive Montana’s outdoor website www.tester.senate.gov or calling
economy. Folks who hunt, fish and camp help (202) 224-2644.
create or sustains 64,000 jobs and contributes
nearly six billion dollars to our state’s economy
each year.
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PROMOTING ACCESS AND COMMON-SENSE LAND MANAGEMENT

DAINES: GIVING MONTANANS A VOICE

By Steve Daines
U.S. Senator
Montana’s outdoors heritage and the
treasure of our public lands are unparalleled
by any other state and an incredible gift that
Montanans have been privileged to enjoy for
generations.
As a fifth-generation Montanan and a lifelong
sportsman, I have a deep appreciation for our
state’s unique heritage and the special opportunities that we have to hunt, hike, fish and
explore Montana’s public lands.
I grew up backpacking in the AbsarokaBeartooth Wilderness – hiking The Beaten Path
and summiting Granite Peak. And I spent countless days hunting and fishing with my grandpa

and dad – a tradition that I’ve been able to carry tisan majorities in both the House and Senate
forward with my four children.
passed this legislation, a reflection of how it adI know firsthand how important access to our dresses concerns from Montanans in all corners
public lands is to Montanans’ way of life. That’s of our state—from ranchers and sportsmen to
why protecting and increasing Montanans’ acour tribes and natural resource industry.
cess to our public lands has been an important
I know that our work to increase access to
priority of mine in Congress.
public lands and protect our state’s outdoors
I introduced the Making Public Lands Public heritage isn’t done. While I’m proud of the
Access Act in the House last year to increase
important compromise we were able to achieve,
Montanans’ opportunities to enjoy hunting,
I’m committed to continuing our work to adfishing and outdoor recreation through greater
dress Montanans’ concerns and make these
access to public lands.
policies even better for
And I spearheaded leg- I’ll be fighting for common-sense
our state.
islation in the House to policies that protect Montana’s
As a member of the
protect the East Rosebud outdoors heritage, increase the health Senate Committee on
Creek and preserve arEnergy and Natural Reof our forests and public lands, and
eas surrounding Glacier
sources, I’ll be fighting
preserves Montanans’ access to our
National Park.
for common-sense polipublic
lands
for
generations
to
come.
I was also proud to
cies that protect Monjoin Senator Jon Tester
tana’s outdoors heritage,
and former Senator John Walsh last month in
increase the health of our forests and public
moving forward a bipartisan package of Monlands, and preserves Montanans’ access to our
tana lands bills that help protect some of our
public lands for generations to come.
state’s greatest treasures and expand access to
It’s been one of my greatest honors to repour public lands for generations to come.
resent the people of Montana in the House of
In Montana, we know the importance of
Representatives, and I look forward to continurolling up our sleeves and getting things done – ing to work for you in the Senate.
and that requires everyone coming together and
Please don’t hesitate to contact my office
working to find common ground on the issues
and continue sharing your thoughts, ideas and
that matter most. That’s the way we do things
concerns with me so that I can better serve our
in Montana, and that’s the same way we worked state and ensure all Montanans’ voices are heard
across the aisle to achieve this agreement.
in our federal land management policies.
By coming together, the Montana delegation
– and Montanans from across our state – was
Contact Senator Steve Daines by visiting
able to break gridlock in Washington and bring
www.daines.senate.gov or calling 202-224this important legislation forward. Strong bipar- 2651.

GIVING LOCAL COMMUNITIES A VOICE AND FINDING COMMON GROUND

ZINKE: IMPROVING LAND MANAGEMENT

By Ryan Zinke
U.S. Congressman
It is no secret that Montana has a rich
sportsman’s heritage that is rivaled by few
other places on earth. Hunters and anglers
come from all over the world to fish our
streams and pursue game in our forests,
mountains and plains. Even for those who
don’t hunt or fish, the natural beauty of
Montana provides scenic hiking, biking,
kayaking, camping, skiing and other recreational activities.
As a hunter myself, I will continue to support our shared traditions by opposing efforts
by special interests to end hunting and infringe

on our Second Amendment rights. This means
fighting against bans on traditional ammunition,
a federal gun registration, and a federal database of gun ownership or purchases.
Access to our land is about more than just
hunting, fishing, and recreation for Montanans
though; our land is our way of life. About 30
percent of Montana is public land. Our land
means jobs: for us, and future generations.
Whether it’s for tourism and recreation, cattle
grazing, infrastructure, sustainable industry,
or clean energy, ensuring access to our land
is critical. That is why we must fix the federal
mismanagement of our land by Washington
bureaucrats.
As a member of the House Natural Resources
Committee, I will work with anyone willing,
regardless of his or her political party, to craft a
plan that moves Montana forward and protects
the natural beauty of our state.
Senators Steve Daines and Jon Tester and I
agree: we must work together to better manage
our forests. To me, that means reforming the
federal mismanagement to develop a responsible timber harvest strategy that reduces damaging wildfires and allows rural Montanans to
make a good living. We have some of the best

conditions in the nation for timber, yet due to
mismanagement and regulations we are unable
to harvest in a responsible and sustainable way.
I am confident that by working together, we will
be able to deliver sound reforms that benefit
Montana and preserve the beauty of our forests.
I will also make it a priority to help ensure
the folks closest to the issue have a seat at the
table. Between the Forest Service, Bureau of
Land Management, and the Fish and Wildlife Service, there is no question that we have
enough experts but if we are truly going to
come up with a plan that works for Montana,
we need to make sure members of the local
community are involved too. Public lands are
important to Montana, but in order to benefit
the state, they must truly be made public to all
Montanans, not just a select few.
While many claim we can’t develop our own
natural resources while preserving the natural
beauty of our landscape, I know that these goals
are not mutually exclusive. To achieve both,
will require cooperation and leadership and I
will work with anyone in Congress to move
Montana forward.
Contact Congressman Ryan Zinke through
his website www.ryanzinke.com/.
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NATURE CONSERVANCY ACTS TO PROTECT HABITAT AND PUBLIC ACCESS

BLACKFOOT-CLEARWATER LANDS PROTECTED
By Chris Bryant
The Nature Conservancy
This fall, The Nature Conservancy
announced it is acquiring 117,152 acres from
Plum Creek, in the Blackfoot River Valley to
sustain clean water, wildlife habitat and public
access. Comprising nearly 183 square miles
of forestland centered in the Lower Blackfoot
River watershed, these lands are among the
largest and most ecologically important tracts
of private land in the Crown of the Continent.

around the world, and The Nature Conservancy’s
Open Lands policy will ensure continued public
access to these forests and streams.
In the months ahead, Conservancy staff will
actively engage with local partners to identify
the best possible permanent outcomes for these
lands. The Conservancy’s management focus in
the interim will be on continued forest restoration
to enhance wildlife habitat and to protect water
quality. The deal will officially close in early
January, after which time the Conservancy

“This part of the Crown has been a big piece
of the puzzle for a long time,” said Richard Jeo,
state director of The Nature Conservancy in
Montana.
“Protecting the area ensures critical wildlife
habitat and linkage with adjacent protected
areas, including the Rattlesnake Wilderness and
the South Fork Jocko Primitive Area. These
lands are also important to the people who
have lived and used the area for generations.
We look forward to working with surrounding
communities to help create a sustainable future
for both wildlife and people.”
The Clearwater-Blackfoot Project builds
on the historic achievement of the Montana
Legacy Project, which in 2008 conserved and reconnected more than 310,000 acres within the
miles of wild lands in Montana, Idaho, and into
Canada, and as a stronghold for the threatened
Canada lynx. The area has been a popular
hunting, fishing, and recreation destination for
generations of Montanans and visitors from

will announce public meetings with local
organizations to discuss the fate of these lands.
We’re excited to work with neighboring
landowners, hunters, anglers, and other local
partners and community members to get this
right. Our goal is to make decisions about this
landscape that will stand the test of time.
Chris Bryant is a Land Protection Specialist
with The Nature Conservancy. Contact him at
(406) 532 4477 or cbryant@tnc.org.

Photo by The Nature Conservancy

HONORING MONTANA’S CONSERVATION LEADERS

MWF LEADERS INDUCTED INTO HALL OF FAME
By MWF Staff
On December 6, 2014, the first group
of conservation leaders was inducted into
the Montana Outdoor Hall of Fame. The
Hall of Fame was created to honor the
men and women who made significant and
lasting contributions to the restoration and
conservation of Montana’s wildlife and
wild places.
The Montana Outdoor Hall of Fame was
created to recognize Montana’s historical
and contemporary conservation leaders and
to capture the stories of these individuals in
an effort to contribute to public awareness
and education.
By celebrating the
accomplishments of these men and women
who contributed so much to Montana, we can
inspire future generations to work to protect
the Treasure State’s natural resources and
outdoor traditions.
The first class of inductees into the Hall
of Fame includes Granville Stuart, President
Theodore Roosevelt, Charles M. Russell,
Senator Lee Metcalf, Don Aldrich, Bud
Moore, Thurman Trosper, Doris Milner, Cecil
Garland, Gerry Jennings, Ron Marcoux, and
Chris Marchion.

MWF was well-represented in the first class of
inductees. A long-time leader in MWF and the
Anaconda Sportsmen’s Club, Chris Marchion
was the first person to serve three terms as
MWF President. He has been a champion for
Montana’s public lands - as a champion for
roadless public lands - and public wildlife - as
a leader in the campaign to ban captive game
farms in the early 2000s.

Chris Marchion, photo courtesy of Mr. Marchion

Don Aldrich (1912-1990) served several
positions on the MWF Board, including
President, and was our Federation’s first
Executive Director. From the 1950s to the
1980s, Don was involved in nearly every major
conservation fight in Montana.
Watch for future news about how to nominate
conservation leaders for induction into future
classes of the Outdoor Hall of Fame.

Don Aldrich, photo courtesy of the Aldrich Family
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THE MONTANA HEALTHY RIVERS COALITION

KEEPING OUR RIVERS WILD & SCENIC
By Scott Bosse
American Rivers

For a state that’s known for its spectacular
rivers, it comes as a surprise to many that
just two-tenths of one percent of Montana’s
stream miles are permanently protected from
dams, pollution and other threats. That’s
right – only 368 out of our 177,000 stream
miles have been granted the highest level of
protection under U.S. law by being included
in the National Wild & Scenic Rivers System.
The last time Congress designated a Wild &
Scenic river in Montana was 1976, when freshman Congressman Max Baucus championed
legislation to protect the three forks of the Upper Flathead River and a 150-mile stretch of the
Upper Missouri River in the breaks. We’ve been
in a Wild & Scenic drought ever since.
The idea for the National Wild & Scenic
Rivers System was born in Montana when the
famed wildlife biologist John Craighead was
fighting the proposed Spruce Park Dam on the
Middle Fork of the Flathead River in the 1950s.
As a biologist, Craighead understood that in
order to truly protect our wildlife legacy, the
country needed to protect river corridors. After
a decade of giving lectures across the country
and lobbying Congress, Craighead’s vision
became reality when Congress passed the Wild
& Scenic Rivers Act in 1968.
Montanans for Healthy Rivers (MHR) was
formed five years ago with three goals in mind.
The first is to bring the Wild & Scenic Rivers
Act home to Montana and catch us up with our
neighboring states who have been busy adding new protections for their rivers. Wyoming,
Idaho and Utah gained some 900 miles of new
Wild & Scenic rivers in 2009 alone, and more
legislation is in the works. Among the storied
public lands rivers that MHR views as prime
candidates for new protections are Rock Creek,

Photo by American Rivers

the North Fork of the Blackfoot River, Gallatin
River, numerous tributaries of the Upper Flathead River, and several pristine rivers along the
Beartooth Front.
MHR’s second goal is to protect hundreds
of miles of rivers through the forest planning
process. Once rivers are deemed to be “eligible”
for Wild & Scenic designation by the U.S. Forest Service, they are granted key interim protections until Congress formally designates them.
The coalition already has weighed in on the
Kootenai and Flathead forest plans, and soon
will be engaging in the Gallatin-Custer and
Helena-Lewis & Clark forest plans.
Finally, MHR is working to secure major
new federal funding for river conservation
projects on private lands. While most of Montana’s rivers are born on public lands, they flow
across private lands for much of their length.

MHR scored a major victory by working with
the Montana congressional delegation to add
a special provision to a major water resources
law last summer. This provision eventually will
provide upwards of $10 million/year in federal
matching funds for river conservation projects
on private lands in Montana.
Five years after its founding, MHR has grown
from a handful of conservation and recreation
groups to well over 100 conservation organizations, sportsman groups, watershed groups, land
trusts and small businesses. For more information about Montanans for Healthy Rivers,
please visit www.healthyriversmt.org and like
them on Facebook.
Scott Bosse is the Northern Rockies Director for American Rivers. Contact him at
SBosse@americanrivers.org.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN FRONT AND NORTH FORK OF FLATHEAD

NEW PROTECTION FOR MONTANA LANDS
By MWF Staff
In December, Congress enacted legislation
to protect two of Montana’s most important
landscapes: The Rocky Mountain Front Heritage Act and the North Fork of the Flathead
Watershed Protection Act. These bills were
passed as part of a package of public lands
bills attached to the 2015 National Defense
Authorization Act.
The Rocky Mountain Front Heritage Act was
first introduced in 2011 by Senator Max Baucus, after years of work by local conservationists. After Senator Baucus’s retirement, the bill
was championed by Senator John Walsh and
ultimately shepherded to final passage by Senator Jon Tester. The bill protects 67,000 acres of
new wilderness – the first Montana wilderness
in three decades – and creates a new 208,000

acre Conservation Management Area.
“Passage of the Heritage Act...is a victory for
all Montanans, an enormous boon to the state’s
magnificent outdoor heritage, and a testament
to nearly two decades of hard work and compromise by local people, businesses, and organizations who came together to craft the right
bill for this special place,” said the Coalition to
Protect the Rocky Mountain Front.
The North Fork of the Flathead Watershed
Protection Act withdraws 383,000 acres of the
Flathead River’s north and middle fork watersheds from energy development. It does so,
while maintaining traditional uses such as logging, hunting, grazing, and gravel mining.
“A century ago, Montanans showed extraordinary vision in successfully urging Congress to
establish Glacier National Park…,” said Michael Jamison, NPCA’s Glacier Program Manager. “There are places in this world deserving

of careful stewardship. Glacier National Park
and the transboundary North Fork are among
those irreplaceable treasures.”
The bill’s passage would not have been possible without the bipartisan efforts of Senator
Tester and Senator Daines working together.
The Rocky Mountain Front and the Flathead
River are both globally important places for fish
and wildlife, and MWF has been working for
years to support passage of both of these bills.
We’re pleased to see our congressional delegation work together to make sure they pass.
In addition to these conservation victories,
the National Defense Authorization Act also
unfortunately included several other provisions
that weaken some public land and environmental protections in Montana. MWF will be working with our conservation partners to address
these issues in the years ahead.
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EXCERPTS AND HIGHLIGHTS OF RECENT PRESS COVERAGE

MWF IN THE NEWS
NEW REPORT SAYS ACCESS TO PUBLIC
LAND CAN BE CHALLENGING
NBC Montana - September 15, 2014

COMMISSION APPROVES ELK PLAN, REJECTS BIGHORN SHEEP SHIPMENT
Bozeman Daily Chronicle - November 13, 2014

CHARITABLE OR UNETHICAL? HUNTERS
AGAINST HUNGER STIRS DEBATE
Helena IR - December 07, 2014

“One of the greatest things about Montana is
the tremendous opportunity we have for hunting
and fishing and other outdoor recreational and
public lands,” said Dave Chadwick, the executive director of the Montana Wildlife Federation.
Chadwick said sometimes it’s hard to get access to those public lands. A new report released
Friday by the Federation says there have been
issues with people illegally closing off public
roads that run by private property.

“We’re committed to helping landowners
address the problem. The best way to do that is
public hunting for public wildlife,” said Montana Wildlife Federation president Dave Chadwick. “We encourage the commission to not
just check in every year but to implement strict
monitoring. These are pretty extreme management actions.”

“We did support the bill, and I think it’s a
good bill, and I’m hopeful that the majority
of the use for the program is for confiscated
animals,” said Nick Gevock, outreach director
for the Montana Wildlife Federation. “If people
want to donate, what I hope people don’t do is
strictly go hunting and not have any intention of
eating any of their own game.”

MONTANANS MAY LIKE SAGE-GROUSE
AS MUCH AS TURKEY
Public News Service - November 24, 2014

WILDLIFE ON THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN
FRONT
Helena IR - December 12, 2014

RALLY IN THE RAIN: HUNTERS AND ANGLERS PROTEST PUBLIC LAND TRANSFER
Helena IR - September 27, 2014

Dave Chadwick, executive director at the
Montana Wildlife Federation, says there’s
strong recognition that sage-grouse habitat is
also prime habitat for mule deer, elk and pronghorn. There’s another important angle as most
sage-grouse habitat is in private land, much of
it used for ranching. “If we do this right, we can
protect both sage-grouse habitat and also working ranches,” says Chadwick.

Big game needs big country, and nowhere
is that more true than on the Rocky Mountain
Front,” said Dave Chadwick of the Montana
Wildlife Federation. “The Heritage Act will
ensure that future generations can enjoy hunting
and fishing this special landscape.”

Nearly three hundred people, huddled under
umbrellas or wrapped in rain suits, stood supporting the preservation of public lands Saturday. Among them were advocates and representatives of the Montana Wildlife Federation,
Montana Wilderness Association and Backcountry Hunters and Anglers.
PROPOSED WATER ACT RULE PASSES
SCIENTIFIC REVIEW
Bozeman Daily Chronicle - October 25, 2014
Montana Wildlife Federation conservation
director Nick Gevock went to Washington,
D.C., this July to speak with agency representatives and Montana’s congressional delegation in
support of the rule.
“There’s been so much misinformation about
this, but these waters were already regulated for
30 years. The rule just clarifies the confusion
caused by the Supreme Court,” Gevock said.
“The exemptions for farming are very clear. The
only time people would need to worry about
this is if you pollute or try to fill a stream in.”

LEGISLATOR CONSIDERING BILL TO
INCREASE HUNTING VIOLATION FINES
AFTER SECOND ‘SHOOTOUT’ NEAR
TOWNSEND
Helena IR - December 03, 2014
Nick Gevock of the Montana Wildlife Federation echoed Flynn’s concerns on the impacts
of such incidents on the future of hunting. He
called shooting into herds of elk as has been reported “disgusting” and a “black eye” for hunters.
“Hunters respect the game they pursue, and
anyone who would flock shoot does not respect
the game,” Gevock said.
MWF would likely support legislation to
increase fines if it would help clean up hunter
ethics, he said.
“The incidents are getting so common it’s
clear that fines aren’t a deterrent, so maybe it
is time to step it up,” Gevock said. “The law is
absolutely the baseline of what is ethical, but
it’s difficult to regulate ethics.”

MWF IS A PROUD MEMBER
OF MONTANA SHARES

Montana Shares is a federation of 40
Montana-based non-profit organizations working to promote our state’s
human, animal, cultural and natural
resources.
Montana Shares provides a way for
people to support their favorite charities through workplace giving.
For more information, please visit the
Montana Shares website:
www.montanashares.org

2015 ANNUAL MEETING: APRIL 25, 2015
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

RESOLUTIONS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTIONS

The 2015 Annual Meeting of the Montana Wildlife Federation will take place
on April 25, 2015 in Helena, Montana.
Again this year, we will have a lineup
of compelling presentations on wildlife
habitat issues, a lively debate over MWF
Policy Resolutions, and a fun happy hour
and banquet.

MWF’s Policy Resolutions provide crucial
direction for the organization’s advocacy
and outreach activities. They help set our
agenda on everything from access to wildlife diseases to public land management.

MWF depends on the engagement of
volunteer Board members to help set our
agenda and manage our organization.
Volunteering on the Board is a great way
to share your talent and expertise while
also getting an insider view on important
issues.

Mark you calendar and watch for more
information on the MWF website:
www.montanawildlife.org

If you are interested in submitting a resolution, please contact MWF staff at mwf@
mtwf or 406-458-0227 to discuss your
idea and develop a proposal for the 2015
Annual Meeting. Please also contact us if
you would be interested in serving on the
Resolutions Committee, which will review
all proposals prior to the Annual Meeting.

Several Board positions are open for nomination and election at the 2015 Annual
Meeting. If you are interested in serving
on the Board, please contact MWF Executive Director Dave Chadwick at 406-4580227 or dchadwick@mtwf.org.
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UPDATES AND ACTIVITIES AROUND THE MONTANA WILDLIFE FEDERATION

FEDERATION NEWS
Conservation Director Nick Gevock attended
the Libby Rod and Gun Club meeting in late
October. Gevock talked about the upcoming
legislative session, MWF’s federal lands work
and other key wildlife conservation issues.

Helena Hunters and Anglers, Gallatin Wildlife
Association, Anaconda Sportsmen, and the
Laurel Rod and Gun Club joined MWF in
a letter of support for a proposed EPA rule to
restore protections for Montana’s headwater
streams and wetlands.

SAVE THE DATE
KEEP IT PUBLIC
RALLY
FEBRUARY 16, 2015
HELENA, MONTANA

In October, Executive Director Dave
At the end of December, National Wildlife
Chadwick attended the meeting of the Helena
Federation
CEO Collin O’Mara and Regional
Hunters and Anglers to discuss Clean Water
Act protections and federal land protection Director Tom France dropped by the MWF
office to meet with the staff and discuss future
legislation.
opportunities to work together.
In November, Executive Director Dave
In December, Executive Director Dave
Chadwick attended the annual meeting of the
Park County Rod and Gun Club to discuss Chadwick mewt with with leaders from the
MWF’s work to protect public lands and public Wyoming Wildlife Federation, Colorado
Wildlife Federation, New Mexico Wildlife
access.
Federation, Arizona Wildlife Federation, and
In November, Public Land/Water Access National Wildlife Federation to discuss public
Association, Hellgate Hunters and Anglers, land conservation priorities for 2015.

PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEWEST STAFF MEMBER
Mark Dostal has just joined the Montana Wildlife Federation as our new Outreach Assistant. Mark
comes to us from the DNRC where he worked as a paper pusher in the Water Rights Bureau. He has
a degree in Philosophy from the University of Montana, which he used to spend the last several years
educating children and tourists about Montana’s amazing wildlife and landscape in the spectacular classroom that is Glacier National Park.
Mark’s outdoor pursuits center around hiking, skiing, and hunting. Last year, a rod was placed in his
hands. Many snagged bushes, lost flies, and bird nests later, neither his enthusiasm nor skill has changed.
But, he’s caught the bug and can generally be found wandering from stream to stream.
Mark hopes to channel his combination of enthusiasm and educational background into growing a
strong outreach program for the MWF. He will lead up our print and online outreach activities, including the production of this newsletter, our new website, and our growing social media presence.
So, if you see him, give him a hearty handshake and a warm welcome. You can reach him at (406)
458-0227 ext. 105 or mdostal@mtwf.org.
Photo by Tom Aldrich

WHAT IS THE MONTANA WILDLIFE FEDERATION?

MWF STAFF

The Montana Wildlife Federation is a statewide conservation organization dedicated to promoting
wildlife, wildlife habitat, and sportsmen’s interests. Our 5,000 members include Montanans and around
the nation.

Executive Director
Dave Chadwick
dchadwick@mtwf.org
Comptroller
Deb Lane
dlane@mtwf.org

Conservation Director
Nick Gevock
ngevock@mtwf.org

Outreach Assistant
Mark Dostal
mdostal@mtwf.org

Frontline Fundraiser
Maureen Glatzmaier

Montana Wildlife is published quarterly by the Montana Wildlife Federation, PO Box 1175, Helena,
MT 59624-1175. Third Class postage paid at Helena, MT. Advertising, editorial, subscription and
membership correspondence should be mailed to the above address.
Montana Wildlife is the official membership publication of Montana Wildlife Federation. Subscriptions
to Montana Wildlife are available for $35 per year.
OFFICERS
Skip Kowalski, President
Joe Perry, Treasurer
Tim Aldrich, Past President
Kathy Hadley, Secretary
Corey Fisher, Internal Affairs, VP
Stan Frasier, NWF Rep.

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS
Region 1 - Chuck Hunt
Region 2 - Jim Olson
Region 3 - Vacant
Region 4 - Joe Perry
Region 5 - JW Westman
Region 6 - Vacant
Region 7 - Vacant

Eastern - Vacant
Central - Conrad “Duke” Williams
Mountain - Gene Steiner
Pacific - Chase Davis
At-Large - Jay Gore
At-Large - Jim Vashro

Office Manager
Candy Noose
cnoose@mtwf.org

AFFILIATE CLUBS
Anaconda Sportsmen’s Club
Bear Paw Bowmen
Big Sky Upland Bird
Bitterroot Houndsmen
Conrad Sportsmen Alliance
Custer Rod & Gun Club
Flathead Wildlife, Inc.
Gallatin Wildlife Association
Great Falls Archery Club
Helena Hunters & Anglers
Hellgate Hunters & Anglers

JOIN TODAY! VISIT US AT WWW.MONTANAWILDLIFE.ORG

Laurel Rod & Gun Club
Libby Rod & Gun Club
Medicine River Canoe Club
Park County Rod & Gun
Public Land/Water Access
Association
Ravalli County Fish and
Wildlife Association
Rosebud/Treas. Wildlife
Russell County Sportsmen
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ADOPTING AN FWP MANAGEMENT PLAN

MOUNTAIN GOATS SPOTLIGHT
by Nick Gevock
MWF Conservation Director
The mountain goat is one of Montana’s
most iconic wildlife species – both for hunters
and non-hunters alike. Found in Montana’s
most rugged landscapes, these reclusive,
shaggy animals can be hard to spot in the high
mountain snowfields and craggy areas they
call home.
Unfortunately,
native
mountain
goat
populations are struggling in many areas, says
Bruce Smith, a wildlife biologist retired from
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service who wrote
Life on the Rocks: A Portrait of the American
Mountain Goat. Smith has been touring the state
giving talks about his new book and the need
to better understand what’s happening to goat
populations in Montana.
“Across their range, goats have traditionally
suffered from conservation neglect. Living outof-sight, out-of-mind in small scattered herds,
they lack a constituency that advocates for their

conservation,” he says.
Mountain goats are native to North America,
living primarily along the coast ranges of Alaska,
the Yukon Territory, and British Columbia. They
are also native to mountain ranges in Alberta,
Washington, and Idaho. In Montana, goats
were historically found west of the Continental
Divide, although they were native to the Rocky
Mountain Front, the Pioneer Mountains, and the
Anaconda and Beaverhead Ranges as well.
Beginning in the 1940s, mountain goats were
transplanted into the Crazy Mountains, Madison
Range, Absaroka-Beartooth and elsewhere east
of the Continental Divide, ranges historically
unoccupied by goats. Although many introduced
herds are thriving, goats that have roamed western
Montana’s mountains since the Pleistocene Ice
Age appear to be struggling in many places.
“Even as numbers in Glacier National Park
have remained stable in recent decades, goat
populations in much of western Montana and
elsewhere across the animal’s native range in the
US and southern Canada have been in decline,”
Smith said.

Smith spent three winters living among
mountain goats in the Bitterroot Mountains while
conducting research for his master’s degree in
the 1970s. His interest in the species has lasted
more than 40 years. He said more information on
the population status of goats is needed to plan
for their conservation in the future.
In December, the Montana Wildlife Federation
sent a letter to Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
Director Jeff Hagener urging the agency to draft
a statewide mountain goat conservation and
management plan. FWP has crafted management
plans for numerous game species. We believe
one is now needed for this symbol of Montana’s
mountain wildlands.
Nick Gevock is MWF’s Conservation Director.
Reach him at ngevock@mtwf.org.
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MADE IN MONTANA FISHING SWEEPSTAKES

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR WINNER
Congratulations to David Spangler on winning our 2014 Made in Montana Fishing
Sweepstakes! The next time he hits the water
he’ll be equipped with the smooth action of a
Bozeman Reel Company reel and the strength
and agility of a Boron III X from Winston Fly
Rod.
David has been a long time member of
Montana Wildlife Federation and he knows the
value of every dollar sent our way. That’s why
David donates through his employer’s charitable giving matched contributions program,
doubling the effect of his money. It’s a too-wellkept secret that many companies in America
honor their employee’s with a donation matching program. Check with yours today! And, like
David, you can know you’re doing your part for
the Treasure State.

